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CHAP, I. 


HOSPITALITY. 


tN aftate little fhort of dSftra&ion, Conflanca 
* threw herfelf into the coach, and Lady Maria 
kindly, and perhaps intentionally erring, \n attri* 
buting all her perturbation to the pain of leaving 
Mrs. Stavenell, encouraged her giving way to her 
feelings rather than driving againft them* The 
trial foe had fo dreaded was now over ; and when fhc 
grew more compofed, and could think* on the vie* 
tory fhe had obtained, not fo properly over Lord 
Calorne as over herfelf, fhe hoped flie ihould 
derive thofe confotation* from it which would re- 
concile her to her fate, • '- "* - • ' * 

for the firft three hours fhe bote fcarcely any * 
(hare in the conversation : a fingla affirmative or 
negative was all fitt could command. Ldfcd Fata* 
Vol. II* A ford 


a CONSTANCE:. 

•ford laughed at her ; Lady Emma joined him, 
and affe£ted to pity Lord Calorne, till Lady Maria 
reprefTed her brother'* mirth and her fillers volu- 
bility by faying, that Mifc Fitt&arthur would have 
caufe to vvifhihe had chofen a lefs eligible mode of 
•conveyance, if (he was, while with them, to be 
retrained from, or ridiculed for expreffing that 
regret at parting From "her frieuds which it was to 
"be expected it would occafion : his lordfliip owned 
his error, and fubmitted to reproof; Lady Emma 
^became filentj and Con (lance who would have 
undergone any thing rather than appear ungrate- 
ful, exerted herfelf to be chearful. 

The travellers flept one night on the road, and 
flic hoped to reach Marflonbury by ten the next 
evening. It was determined that when tjiey (lop- 
ped on the fecond day to dine, a fervant (hould 
be fent to Sir Edward JFitzarthur's with a letter, 
which his daughter .had before her leaving town 
written* to apprize the family of her return $ and 
as Lord Farnford's houfe was within thirty miles 
of Matftdnbury, ike had prevailed on thofe to 
whom flic was indebted for her fpeedy journey 
to pafs the night there ; well aflured that both her 
father a&d mother would be pleafed with an op- 
portunity of acknowledging perfonally an obli- 
gation conferred on her* 

B.ufcwjien they, arrived at the ion where ttiey 
wese to dine, feme of the fcrvants told Lord Farn- 
ibrd*ha| a bridge about nine miles fiiorr of Mar 
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ftonbury, was impafnble : this made it neceflVy to 
change their route, and as it would conuderably 
lengthen their way, he propofed they would reft 
till the next day at his houfe, which was at a fraall 
diflance from the road they muft go ; to this Coo* 
fiance was very averfe, and would have .proceeded 
although the circumlocution muft have detained- 
them till pafl midnight, all confiderations yielding 
to her ardent denre of returning hornet (he was 
not, however, fo childifhly impatient as to difregard 
reafon, and a promife from Lord Farnford that 
his carriage fhould be ready at eight in the morn- 
ing, and that her letter fhould be forwarded im- 
mediately, prevailed on her to fubmit, though re- 
luctantly, to this delay. 

They reached Farnford Park while it was day- 
light : and his lord (hip and his fillers took great 
pleafure in fhewing Conusance the houfe and 
grounds ; it was, though not the chief feat of the 
family, that being Piclbourn Caflle in the north, 
a princely % refidence : the houfe had been in the 
late earl's time, moft magnificently rebuilt, .and 
fince his death great additions had been made to 
the eftate : the novelty and extreme beauty of the 
fcene a little raifed Mifs Fitearthur's fpirits, and 
fhe hardly regretted the accident that had driven 
them out of their courfe : fhe exprefTed to Lady 
Emma, as they were walking at a diflance from 
Lord Famforxl and his eidefl filler, the plea- 
fure which the profpect of the circumjacent country 
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afforded her, and .owned that flic had never fee* 
4b beautiful a fpot«— Will it not make you relent ? 
faid Lady Emma, taking her hand, fee what you 
have refufed. — Were it die Garden of Eden, replied 
Conftance, I muff refufe it in fuch circumftances- 
At that inftant Lord Farnford came up, and his 
/rfter retired. Conftance would have turned back 
to join Lady Maria, had (lie not feen her in dole 
.convcrfation with Lady Emma, w4o iiad flopped 
her.*-~Well, madam, faid Lord FarnfokU what do 
you think of my dwelling ? — J ihould do it great 
injuftice, replied Mifs Fitzarthur, if I did not think 
it exquifitely deiightful.—It wants one thing to 
render it pleafant to me, returned his lordftiip. 
Conftance would not venture to aik what the de- 
ficiency was ; but he who feldom wanted the en- 
couragement of interrogation to difclofe his fenti- 
ments, foon gave her to underftand what it was, by 
repeating that line of Thompfon's, 
' Thefe fields, the matter, all— my fair are thine.* 
She could not be angry at the intimation, though 
ihe would rather it had been with-held ; but affect- 
ing not to take the hint, (he continued her obfer- 
vation on the beauties which environed her; and fee» 
ing Lady Maria difengaged and comingtowards her, 
lhft embraced the fecurity her prefence infused her* 
As Lord Farnford had hitherto behaved to her 
with the moft perfect refpe& and affiduous polite* 
nefs, her uneafinefs at being his gueft arofe chiefly 
from her eagcrnefe to return to Marftoirbury } (he, 

therefore, 
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therefore,, during the evening, endeavoured, by ap- 
pearing chearful and fatisficd^ to convince him and 
his fitters that (he was not infcnfible of the civili- 
ties they had (hewn her ;- and begging Lord 
Farnford to give directions to his fervants who 
were to go with her in the morning to be yery 
punctual*, (he' took her leave for the nighu 

At her particular defire (he fhared L,ady Maria'*- 
feed, and the fatigue of body and mind which (he 
had undergone proving a« foporific, it overcame 
reflection ; (he flept without diiturbance, and rofe 
in. the morning pleafed with the interview which 
(he hoped a few hours would conduct her to. 

The two- ladies went downstairs together at feveiy 
o'clock ; a dejune of tea, coffee, chocolate, cakes, 
and fruits extorted from the fpring, covered a table 
in the faloon, at which Lord Farnford and Lady 
Emma were in converfation, waiting for Mifs Fitz- 
arthur. As the' clock (track eight,, the pou-cbatfc 
came to the door, and Lord Farnford prepared to 
accompany "Gonftance: this civility (he would 
have waved, as (he muft then be alone with hinv 
•nd (he could hardly determine whether it was to 
his fenfc of honour or to want of opportunity that 
ihewas indebted for the propriety with which he 
had behaved : but he infixed on going* wkh her,- 
faying, that he had promifed J to deliver her fafe to 
her father, and he would fcrupuloufly perform - 
his engagement ; after the kindneffes (lie had re- 
ceived in his houfe (he could not fay (he would not 
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truft him, and therefore yielded to his poiitenefs* 
wifhing moft heartily that Lady Maria could go 
with her ; but her ladyfhip, whofe confHtution was 
far from good, was fo much fatigued by her jour* 
ney, that Conftance forbore preffing it* 

They had travelled about fourteen miles, Lord 
Farnford ftill behaved well r and Endeavoured to 
entertain her, when the carriage flopped, and he 
inquiring the caufe, was told by the poftillion that 
one of the hotfes had loft his (hoe, and as the road 

, before them was newly gravelled, he was afraid he 
would be lamed : his lordihip fetmed almoft as 
mucK vexed as Conftance, and more inclined to rifle 
laming the horfe than to fubmit to the delay his 
being fhod rauft pecaiion ; but the man faid if the 
horfe went without his (hoe, it would, as he muft 
^o flowly, hinder them longer than the time necef- 
fary for fhoeing them : Lord Farnford then blamed 
their coming with only a pair of horfes and a&ed 
whether they could not goon to the next village, but 
they were eight miles diftant from it, and it was at 
laft agreed that they fhould return back a quarter of 
a mile to a farm houfe which was occupied by a 
tenant of Lord Farnford's where they fhould wait, 

<*nd that the horfe fhould be taken back to the 
town two miles behind them* 
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CHAP. II. 


PROTECTION 


^T* HIS fcbeme was immediately adopted : Lord" 
* Farnford's tenant, who was a widow with 
four yo'ung children, received them very civilly, 
and preffed Mifs Firzarthurto go up flairs to their 
better room, faying the kitchen was not a fit place 
for fuch a lady : this diftindtion fhe declined ; file 
hoped they fhould not be detained there long, and 
file was much pleafed with the children : the wo* 
"man however urged it, and Lord Farnford fug- 
gefting that the prefence of Grangers was a re- 
ftraint orr the family, (he accepted her offer, and 
followed her. Lord Farnford (laid a few minutes 
below, and when he" returned td Conftance, (he 
remarked to him the exceeding neatnefs aud ruihe 
elegance of the room, 

* The whited walls, the nicely fanded floor, 

- - * 

* The varnifhed clock that click'd behind the door, 
were to her fubjedte of admiration : he joined in her 
commendations of the apparent (economy, and 
when (he paufed faid — I hope, madam, notwith- 
standing the delays we have met witb> your jour* 
ney on the whole has not been unpleafant.— No f 
indeed, anfwered Conftance frankly,- 1 muft own it 
has been far from unpleafant, and I am very forry 
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my want of fpirits has prevented my appearing 
gratified.— From your ingenious confeilion, he re- 
plied, I may hope that the reftraint I have impo* 
fed on myfelf has convinced you of my refpect.— 
I acknowledge myfelf much obliged to your lord- 
ihip, returned fhe> dreading what was coming, fo# 
your generous conduct towards me, and Z truft I 
ihall be convinced, by the continuance of it during 
the fliort .remainder of our journey,, of your diiia- 
tereiled regard for .Mrs.. Staveneli's family. — O 
cruel, cruel, Mifs Fitzarthur, exclaimed he, how 
unreafonable, how tyrannical you are ! what is it 
you exact of me ? I have hitherto forced myfelf 
to a moft painful filence, and you infift on making 
it perpetual < can you expect me to forego the op- 
portunity now offered me ? and can you retain your 
native coldnefs and referve when I have fo raani- 
fefled my attachment to you. 

She now grew ferioufly uneafy, and endeavoured 
to come to a compaction.—- 1 do not, faid fbe, en- 
join you any thing like perpetual filence i-ryou 
may fay what you pleafe when I am at my father's. 
—Will you then, he a&ed, promife to reward my 
afliduity and forbearance by accepting the offer I 
hare made to you and Sir Edward, provided I do 
.not mention this fubject till you are at Marlton- 
i?ury ? No apprehensions could ever awe her to de- 
part from integrity ; Ae therefore without befita* 
lion anfwered, that fte had no power tp difpofe 

of herfetf, that it was her fajhet's choict which 

— - - vxuft 


A* irtrvtt/. 


if 


dt&ermine her**, and. that, flic could make no fuck, 
agreement. . 

So, replied Lord Farnford^ nettled attht inao~ 
cent art fhe had made ufe of, ,you really believe 
me fuch a fool, .as, out of falie notions of delicacy, , 
to (tight the advantages of th© prefect moment 
that I may be formally refufed by your father ; : 
for when you are once in his houfe you can eafily 
ffccure yourfelf from my importunity, if you theft.* 
remain in this perverfe humour*— • And pray,' faid ' 
Conitanee, ^ who began- to be angry, what would 
your lordfliip have me do ? do you think my fen- - 
timents are on a fudden, and for no caufe changed ? 
er that I wanted an opportunity of privately ac- 
cepting that which I untreated my father to allow 
me oto . refufe ? ■ I have repeatedly rejected your 
offer, and could not, even to him, cxcufe fuch ver- 
fatile and capricious behaviour.«*-»This, replied his 
Idrdfhip, is only for the purpoie of difcou raging . 
me : you might change your, opinion, and Sir Ed- 
ward not only would not be offended, but- he would * 
be pleafed ; for I ■, know he thought you Tery 
wrong, and that he was much my friend.*r-I be-, 
lieve my father's indulgence and his raterelt for 
my welfare to be. very great, faid Con fiance ; bat 
I iiave been always taught to avoid rifques, and to 
leave as little as. poffible to chance j he might ap- 
prove — he might be difpleafed at my ufurping an 
authority which is folcly &is : if the chances are 
equal only, I am fafeft in refufing ; bejides what 
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motive Jiavc I to do otherwife ? can I confider your 
lordfhip as the object of my choice ? or can I excufe 
fuch a breach of every thing that ought to bind me 
by any other than a palpable falfliood ? — I will 
never do it — nothing on earth fhall prevail on me* 
Saying this {he rofe from her feat, and walked with 
much difcompofure about the room. Lord Farn- 
ford perceived entreaty would have no effect f 
taking therefore, hold of her hand, he obliged her 
to fit down by him, and faid calmly — I have ever 
obferved that you have been willing to liften to 
reafon ; hear then what I have to fay, and I will 
leave it to your good fenfe to determine how you 
fhall alt : It is ufelefs to conceal from you that it 
is not to chance alone that I am indebted for this 
opportunity : I own what has the appearance of 
accident is a fcheme which your cruelty has obliged 
me to adopt : all in this houfe are devoted to my 
interefl : accept then the offer I again make you 
of my heart, my hand, and my fortune : remem- 
ber you are in my power, and that I fhall be 
very unwillingly driven to exert it* 

Rage, terror, and amazement kept, Conftance 
for fome moments filent, at length recovering, with 
all the dignity of confeious innocence (he frailed 
contemptuoufly at Lord Farnford, and drawing he? 
hand from his, faid — I am aftonifhed at the* excefs* 
of your art, and the infamous bafenefs of your 
treachery :— \i 8 perhaps true, that my perfon is 
to your power ; but ftill my will is at liberty, and 

that 
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that I truft will ever remain fo ; think what you 
are about, and be afkamed of ypur purfuit ; can 
any being exift more contemptible than Lord 
Farnford in his prefent fituation ? an Englifh. 
nobleman involved in falfhood and deceit, betray- 
ing the moll important of all trufts, the care of a 
fellow creature; and fuingto a girl, too wretched 
already, to trample on laws,, which the moil aban- 
doned reverence, by promifing to him that faith 
which (he cannot mean to keep, and profeffing for 
him an affection which £he never did nor ever can 
feel ! can you, my lord, borne to the higheft ho- 
nours, bleft with the moft fupxemeof all felicities, 
the power of making others happ?, fo bafetyv *° 
wickedly pervert the means beftowed on you ?— • 
can you" pretend that it is - love for me, that leads' 
you to wifh me to render my felf for ever wretched, 
without even felf approbation to fupport me ?— 
It is true I am unhappy, but I have all the confo- 
larion which .an intention- of acting uprightly can 
aflbrd me : .do not. endeavour to deprive me of this 
comfort ; reft fattsfied with the conviction that I 
am not ordained for yon ; and if your regard for 
me is fuch as you pretend, I am fure_you will fub- 
mit ; believe me you will derive infinite fatis faction? 
from jthe reflection that you have forborne to gra- 
tify yourfetf at the expence of another's happinefs* 
Jf onAht contrary you arc determined to perfevere 
ip ypur, dtfign> 1 call Heaven to witnefs your 
guilt, and my rcfolution never ta be your wife i 
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a reftrtutum which though you could even com- 
pel me to break, will ftand recorded for ever and 
teftify againft you at the tribunal to which I appeal. 
Here the paufed, and waited with trembling anxie- 
ty for hit anfwer. 

My dear Mift Fitzarthur, faid he, again feizing 
her hand, if any thing in the world could increafe 
my love for, and my admiration of you, it is the 
proof you have given me that you are richly worth 
any facrifice I can make, any trouble I can under- 
go :— why my dear madam, I never hear'd fuch 
eloquence :«— *tis captivating,— 'tis inchanting. — £ 
Ihould never have forgiven myfelf if I had not af- 
forded yon anoccafion of difplaying yonr oratorical 
abilities :— pray, was it extempore, or ftudied for 
the next exigence :— My LoFd, flie anfwered, her 
checks glowing with refentment, if any thing had 
been wanting to convince me that you are loft to 
every fenfe of honour and humanity your infulting 
9»e thus cruelly would have been infinitely more 
than fufficient. — Oh, that you could at this mo- 
ment fee yourfelf, exercifing the noble prerogative 
of mocking one, whom by the viieft fraud your 
have made your prifoner !— the meaneft wretch on 
earth would difdain fuch barbarity*— Indeed I be- 
lieve, replied Lord Farnfbrd, rfiat few would take 
fo much pains to obtain a conient, which aftei? 
all I have faid, you may withhold as long as you 
think it .prudent ; bnt I fee you muft be oculeily 
convinced that I do not boaft greater power than 
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I poffefs i I will no longer keep you in fufpence 
whether it is beft to be obflinate, or to yield to my 
requeft.— He then rofe and went acrofs the room. 
— It is imponible faid Conftance that you can think 
of compelling me— have L no friends that will re 
font it ? or do you imagine they will approve your 
violence ?— I know, replied his lordfhip, turning 
towards her with a confident fmile, that I run fome 
rifque ; but you know 

* Quand Pamour eft bien fort* rien ne peut l'arrete'r 

* Ses projets feulement vont a fe contenter'j 

*■ Et pourvu qu'il arrive au but qi/il fe propofe, . 

* II croit que tout le refte apres eft peu de chofe.' 
—Repeating thefe lines from Molierc he very 
cooly rang the bell, the door opened, and a man, 
whofe drefs befpoke the facrednefs of his profeffion, 
entered. — Now Madam, faid Lord Farnford, I 

. hope you will believe me in earneft— I . have given, 
you ,a very reafonable tune for deliberation, if your 
judgment is ftitl fufpended, I muft beg leave to de- 
termine for you : I have no time to lofe, and mult 
infilV on your confenting to the immediate per- 
formance of the ceremony* 
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CHAP- III. 


SUPPLICATION". 


•CONSTANCE, who fincethe entrance of the 
clergyman had fat with her eyes fixed on the 
ground, now looking up perceived, to her great; 
joy, that it was Mr. , Metward, Lord Calorne's 
friend : recollecting the attachment between them,, 
and having frequently heard that he was under the 
greateft obligations to Lord Ormington's family, 
fhe hoped, when he fhould know that this proceed- 
ing of Lord Farnford's was wholly againft her in- 
clination, he would not only withdraw bis affent to 
it, but oppofe it : fhe therefore addreffing herfelf to 
him, told him that fhe trufted to find in him a pro- 
tector, that fhe could not believe he would fo far 
forget his duty as to aflift Lord Farnford in forcing 
her to become his wife, and in. her diftrefs forget- 
ting that it was dubious how even Lord. Calorne 
would in this juncture acl, fhe conjured him by his 
attachment to him, to be his reprefentative, and 
fave her from the violence offered her. — Mr* Met- 
ward heard her filently : her hope that.he was ig- 
norant of the force put on her vanilhed, yet fhe 
nattered herfelf that his filence was the confluence 
oi indetermination, and in the raofr vehement terms 

befought 


A N O V E t. 1$ 

befought him not to affift Lord Farnford in the pro* 
fecution of his defign, bidding him confider what 
appearance he would make in the eyes of Lord Ca~ 
lorne, when the part he. had acted ihould be known : 
he liftened to her with a fmile, and anfwered : — I 
fear, madam, you are very ill acquainted with the 
real character and prefent ntuation of him to whom 
you fo confidently think my aflifting Lord Farnford 
would be injurious. I will not venture' to aflert 
that Lord Calorae would approve of the active part 
I take, becaufe he might imagine it a troublefome 
bufinefs, and one in which I had no concern ; but 
I am equally fecure from his cenfure : motives of 
prudence and convenience have obliged my friend 
Lord Calorne to give up one plan and adopt ano- 
ther ; and this neceffity leaves Mifs Fkzarthur en- 
tirely at liberty to difpofe of her hand as fhe fees 
proper : now, confide ring Lord Farnford's rank 
and fortune; and above all the fincerity of nis love, 
of which there cannot be a greater proof than the 
rifque he at this moment runs, in my humble opi- 
nion it cannot be fo well befbwed as on his lord- 
{hip ;~and this conviction obliges me to confefs my 
intention of giving my mo ft hearty concurrence and 
aid to a fcheme, which you, madam, without a 
fliadow. of reafon feem refolute to oppofe. 

All hope now^ deferted Conftance, {he. faw not 
the moft didant profpect of relief. ' Lord Farnford 
endeavoured to calm and foqthe the perturbation 
of her mind, vifible in her countenance, but fhe 

was 
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was as deaf to this, language as (he had been un*- 
moved by his threats ; at laft, feeing her .almoft in . 
agonies, he feemed inclined. to give way to the re- - 
morfe her diftrefs had excited ; ho again featcd her 
in her chair, and addreft her in . the mildeft terms - 
poflible, faying that he muft perfift becaufe .he could 
not, without incurring the refentment of her fa* 
rally, give her' up,~ You may. faiely givc.rao up 
file replied, a little encouraged by this reafon for 
his pcrfeverance ; if you will fuffer me to go home, . 
Ipromife you, on my word and honour, never to 
reveal a fingle circumftance that can injure you in . 
the opinion of my friends :•— he then after a fhort . 
paufe, as ■ if weighing the feveraL confiderations, .. 
faid, I could fcarceiy a& you to credit the fincerity* 
of my paffion. did I not endeavour to relieve you . 
ftom a fituarion which diftreffes-you really far be«- 
yond my expectation ;— I find I am deceived in i , 
you ; you are inexorable, and one of ua muft be - - 
unhappy :«— be it then my k>t~~k muft be ; - for, , 
• however I - fuccecd, I "' muft ultimately be the fuf- - 
ferer.— Calorne cannot lofc your regard, not even 
hit marrying another woman will ^prevail on you i 
to hate him ; were it not for this- infatuation I might : 
be happy :--*$ it is, I muft fubmit to <your.obfti-- 
nacy : if then you will "promife not to difelofe the •* 
attempt I < ha*e made—- What are you doing h my 
lord, faid Mr. Metward, interrupting him and lay- - 
kig hold on his arm* what promife would you ex- 
tost from Mils Fiuanhur ?— do you .not know you . 

are 
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are deceiving her and yourfelf ?— -for it is irapoffible 
that this affair (hould long remain fecret.— O Mr* 
Metward,. faid Con fiance, how can ye* fo cruelly 
thwart Lord Farnford's generous purpofe ?■— why 
will youoppofe fo laudable a defign?— Becaufe repli- 
ed Mr. Metward fiernly, I would neither havt you 
deceive him,, nor he you. — But, Sir, {aid the* I will 
bind myfelf by the moil folemn promifes, by every 
thing I hold dear c*r facred.— I do not doubt, ma- 
dam, your readinefs to promifc.-— Nor I her will- 
ingnefs to perform, returned Lord Farnford.— I 
beg your lordfhip's pardon, faid his obfequious, 
abettor, profoundly bowing* I meant not to infi- 
suate the fmalleft doubt of that; what 1 ftajtfe&afc 
was the po&bility of Mifs Fitz art bur's doing ss {he* 
might wifli and intend :— -Will not tbt length of" 
time elapfed between her leaving London and 
reaching Maxfioabucy, will not her being at your 
lordfhip's houfe and travelling with you> ratfc ftrf-^ 
picions ? and will fixe not find herfelf under an ab- 
iblute neceflity of accounting for thefe circura* 
fiances by revealing what has v paffed ?— Indeed^ 
Mr. Metward, indeed Lord Farnford, faid fhe, no 
fufpicions (hall ever make me reveal it ; I will 
forgive every thing* and thank you moft fincerely 
ffcr your generofity,— Generofity indeed ! returned. 
Mr. Metward, whofe politenefs was obliged to 
yield to his anger,— folly, madnefs I call it,— k 
deferves no better name.— Why, faid Con&ance t 
»m r « ft N v z^viu rarntord's kindnefs fuch odious 
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names ? what folly, what madnefs is there in his 
offer ? would it not rather be madnefs to perfevere 
in what he knows cannot fucceed ? — It is madnefs, 
replied he to yield in-the moment of victory, and it 
is folly to give up well founded" hopes and expecta- 
tions for fear hefhould be cenfured by fbme intereft- 
ed perfons : but, my lord, he continued, how are 
you Aire, fuppoiing, which is very improbable, 
that Mifs Fitzarthur fhould be able to* keep her" 
promife, that others will not reveal it ? — you know 
our agreement is a thoufand pounds on the perfor- 
mance of the ceremony, what reafon have I to con- 
ceal your lordfhip's pufillanimity ? 

Conftance conceiving hopes from Lord Farnfbrd's 
wavering, anfwered, — Mercenary people are always 
to be fecured ; a fnaall addition will prevail on you • 

This farcafm Mr. Metward felt, but forbore re- 
plying to.: he contented himfeif with faying he 
thought Lord * Farnford much to blame to rifque 
the confequences of fuch miftaken lenity : — and 
pray, faid he to him, fince Mifs Fitaarthur's firm- 
nefs Haggers you, tell me what fort of behaviour 
you expected from her : — did you* imagine that on 
your firft declaring your intention fhe would have 
faid it was perfectly agreeable to her, and that no- 
thing in the world would make her fo happy ?— ftake - 
my word for it, hereafter fhe will laugh at your 
weaknefs, and blame your irrefolution. 

The violent, agitation of Conusance's mind when 
fheTaw herfelfwith out hope OTrcner, n«a uwdvLvU 

Farnford 
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Farnford hefitate ; but now - that (he was a little 
cheared, he grew lefs alarmed and felt lefs forcibly; 
thofe (enfations which had almoft inclined him to 
renounce his favourite project : he was Simulated 
afrefli by Mr. Metwards's arguments, and again 
urging that he was too far engaged to recede, he 
told her that however he might be difpofed to con* 
cur in her wifhes, be was forbidden by his love and 
his reafon ; that therefore no- earthly coniideratioa 
fliould prevail on him to forego the reward of his 
labour, and that if fhe would 1 fruit to his honour, 
(he ftiould have no caufe to repent her acquiefcence. 
•-That either of her perfecutors (hould now relent, 
I it was as vain to expect as that (he (hould be able 
to withftand their power : — ^all avenues to Lord 
Farnford's pity were (lopped ; and (he had no 
me&ns of even gaining her liberty, if (he did not 
eonfent to the performance of the ceremony ; the 
I hooght of this dreadful neceffity was more than heir 
hitherto exerted fortitude could bear : a thoufand 
times (he recalled to mind Lord Calorhe's warning, 
that (he would repent her going :— a thoufand 
times (he blamed herfelf for quitting London,' and 
would have gladly preferred all (he could have fuf- 
fercd by flaying there, to the extremity (he was 
now reduced to, Deferted by every comfort, with- 
out a ray of hope to cheer her, (he had certainly 
funk under the weight that oppreft her, had (he 
not recollected that, as Sir Edward and Lady Bar* 
bara were informed of her journey, her long ab* 
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fence would alarm them, and as they knew with* 
whom fhe travelled, probably fuch a fearch might 
in a few hours be made for her as Lord Farnford *« 
vigilance could not eludes — Revived by this idea*, 
fhe thought if (he could gain a little time*, fhe 
might yet be fafe ; and therefore addreffiicg herfelf 
to Lord Farnford, ihje faid :-— 8ince I cannot but 
own the folly of refilling fuch art and fuch power 
as you can exert, if you will allow me time to re- 
cover the hurry of my fpirits, and if nothing id* 
terpofes to fpare my unwilling compliance,. I mull 
confent to what you xfk of me. 

Lord Farnford could fcarcely find words to ex- 
profs his joy at this conditional promife :— the colt? 
^deration that it was extorted,, and the effect of 
defperation weighe4 not with him :- be was grati- 
fied, and at whofe expence he was not fcrupulous 
to inquire; befidehis natural vanity and felf-lov*. 
afluredhim that* however, averfe CbnjfencVmiglK 
now be, when (he faw the inefficacy of: refinance 
4he would notonly acknowledge the folly, of the 
cpnteitbut.be pleafed with his viftory :. without re*- 
gard to the means whicji had been ufed to prevail 
on her, or to what (be evidently fuffercd, he blefled 
bis good fortune, his addrefs and perfeve ranee,, 
and thanked her in the rood paifionate terms for her 
compliance, {few much time flieihoukl be allow* 
ed was a que {Hon ilarted by Mr. Metward, and 
Lord Farnford referred it to her to propofe : (lie 
i^e& ttuu; whatever fU^defired would be thought 

tQPv 


A KOVEL II 

i 

too long, and therefore named a week. Lord Farn- 
ford and his aniitant exclaimed at the demand ; 
and the fear that they (hould infift on their own 
ferms made her fhorten it to four days : this was 
deemed extravagant, and Mr, Metward faid, that 
till the morning was as long as ought to be allowed 
her, or fhe could expect : Lord Farnford checked 
him by replying that he referred to himfelf a ne- 
gative, but that the time mould be named by Mifa 
Fitzarthur ; and at length, after much altercation, 
' k was reduced to twenty-four hours : afhouter time 
than this would not have anfwered her end, and fhe 
declared if it was not agreed to fhe would Hill with- 
hold her confent : this refutation Die delivered in ft 
tone fo peremptory that her protestor and his co-ad- 
gator, hopelefs of prevailing farther, thought it 
prudent to fay they were contented. 

A* it was now paft two o'clock, Lord Farnford 
ivas very urgent with Conusance to take fotne re- 
freshment, but fhe declined every thing excepting a 
■glaft of water ; this he ordered to be brought, and 
the fcrvant who came with it aiked him at what time 
he would dine. — It is indifferent to me, faid he :— 
Lady Farnford at what hou-r will you dine ?— Con- 
iiahce had not attended to the Servant's queftion, 
nor was ihe aware that it was to her that Lord Farttr 
ford addreiKd himfelf, til) he Repeated it ; ihe than* 
Parting at hearing herfelf fo egregioufly^mHcalled, 
aiked him if he ffcoke to her. — He faid — Yes— -She 
made *him no aniwer, but walked away that (be ' 
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fervant might not fee her diftrefs.— Four o'clock was 
named and the man difmifTed, when his lord (hip 
coming to her, faid,-»-You flatted at being a little 
prematurely called Lady Farnford, I muft explain 
to you my reafons for it : I have found it necefiary 
to make my people believe that we are already 
married, and I beg you will avoid faying any thing 
that may undeceive them. Shocked at this addi- 
tional inftance of falfhood, fhe exclaimed, — Good 
heaven ! my lord, is it poffible you can have fo lit- 
tle regard fo truth ?— Indeed, interrupted Mr. 
Metward, I think, madam, you are obliged to my 
lord for his concern to preferve your character, 
which in the opinion of the world, might have fuf- 
fered by fuch an excurfion as yours from London. 
•—My character have fuffered ? returned (he haftily, 
who dares throw any imputation on it ? — Lord 
Farnford knows it was with the utmoft reluctance 
that I confented even to come in his carriage, no- 
thing lefs than Mrs. Stavenell's urging it, and his . 
deceiving me by faying bis Mere would travel with 
us, would have induced me to accept of fuch a con- 
veyance, and my aunt little thought to what fort 
of a protector fhe intrufted her niece. 

My dear Mifs Fitzarthur, faid Lord Farnford, 
what Metward.- fays is not very unreachable* if 
you recollect what 1 hate often heard you aflert 
againft me, that not the motives to, but the ef- 
fects of our actions are feen : and it does, I mud 
own, found rather favourably for me to fay that 
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Mifs Fitzarthur left London with me, and honour- 
«d my houfe by fleeping in'it, and then fet out again 
alone with me-— Then, my lord, replied fhc, if 
you forefaw that any difadvantageous cone lu {ions 
might be drawn from ray conduft, how could you, 
who profefs {o wonderful a regard for me, propofe 
my accompanying you ? or how could you invite, 
or rather oblige rae to go 4 to your houfe, when you 
knewitfubjected me to cenfure? — you will hardly 
dare to fay I either alked to come in your carriage, 
or to go to your houfe.— My dear .madam, faid his 
lordfhip, it is only with fuch people as I have found 
it neceflary to impofe on, that you could fuffer ; 
and Co careful am I of your reputation, that I would 
not allow even them to entertain a moment's fufpi- 
cion of you : — will you not excufe. the deceit when 
it was to ferve you ? — Will that confideration ex- 
cufe it ? Conftance aiked : — but pray, faid fhe, if I 
am already your wife,' why arc we detained here ? 
—what ftory can you have invented that will not 
make, me [appear very, culpable ? — Oh-r-anfwered 
be promptly, I told them you had run away with 
me ; that we were privately married : ■ and that I 
brought you here till your friends were reconciled 
to us, — Gracious Heaven,! exclaimed Mifs Fitzar- 
thur, doc* this falfhood anfwer. the purpofe for 
which yo« fay it was invented ?- — Do I not remain 
in the eyes of the world as guilty as the partial truth, 
would have rcprefented me ? — you have fome end 
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Lord Farnford could not confefs the trot reafafe 
for averting this falfity, k being undoubtedly fa- 
bricated to prevent any of his fervants from be«* 
traying him through pity for the force put on 
Conusance: he, to avoid anfwering, immediately 
changed the difcourfe to that fubje& in which he 
well knew all others would be forgotten. — Where 
is Lord Reycolm ? fakt he to Mifs Fitzarthur.— 
At Paris, I believe, (he replied.— Then it U in- 
different, he returned, whether we go to Calais or* 
any other port.— -To Calais ? faid Conftance, turn- 
ing round and looking at him, unable to compre- 
hend his meaning.— Hare you any choice ? he 
aflted.— Why furely, (he replied, you do not in- 
tend to take me out of the kingdom.— What elfe 
can I do ? faid Lord Farnford, you will not be fafe 
here.— Why may I hot go to my father's ? (he re- 
joined.— A prudent fcheme ! faid Mr. Metward : 
Sir Edward Fitzarthur will be quite delighted to 
receive hi* fon-in-law, when her ladyfhip has given 
what account fhe pleafes of hec ftay here i— Do 
you not fee, faid Lord Farnford to her, the impro- 
priety of my yet meeting any of your friends ? 
If you chufe to fay I forded you to marry me, I 
may expect a profecution. 

This was now intelligible : (he could not expect 
Lord Farnford fo to expofe himfelf, but ftill (he 
urged him to go abroad without her, and to fufier 
her to return to Marftonbury as foon as they 
were married.— It would certainly be beft* faid 
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flie, to let me retutrn to my father's— when I am 
your wife you will not be afraid of my deceiving 
you ; and as Sir Edward and my mother muft now 
expert me every hour, it will be cruel to keep them 
in uncertainty of what is become of me. — They 
will think, aafwered Lord Fa rn ford, that you are 
(till at Mrs* Staveneli's, and depend on it they 
will hear of us foon enough. — They cannot 
think me at Mps, StavenelFs, faid Conftance, be* 
caufe the letter I fent them told them d was on 
the road. — Oh, I beg your pardon indeed, replied 
he, fearching his pockets ; I believe I forgot to 
return your letter,; ..but really I have at jprefent 
fo many things to think of, .it flip't my me* 
raory ; however here it is*— rHe produced it, (he 
took it out of his hand, and could not forbear ex- 
claiming— O Heaven ! my only hope is fled : I 
have now no refourfe ; they will neither mifs me 
nor know where to feek me.— What, faid his lord- 
(hip, you thought I had fent the letter, and ex- 
pected, I fuppofe, a fearch for you : I perfectly 
underftand your fcheme, but it will not do indeed, 
take my word for it. -She was now half diffracted; 
this was truly her only hope, and fhe could not 
bear with any degree of fortitude the (hock of it's 
difappointment: (he dropt the letter. out of her 
hand, and was wholly inconfoiable ; (he would 
not hear what either Lord Parnford or his friend 
could fay, but remained in the moft agonizing grief 
and defpair : unable to reft two moments- in a place, 
Vol. II. B. (h« 
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flie now fat down, and immediately rofe and walked 

haftily about the room : her cheeks were alternately 

* of the highefl fcarlet, and of the molt deadly pale- 

ftefs ; and her countenance difplayed the dreadfuL 

commotion of her heart.: in this fituation fhe was, 

«whe,n Mr. Metwarcl, as if fearing a relaxation of 

Lord Farn ford's firmnefs, drew him out of the 

room and left her. 

The convulfions in her mind were foon mitigated 
by tears j fhe threw herfelf on a chair and cried 
bitterly ; after thus indulging for fome minutes, 
and finding herfelf (till alone, the poffibility of her 
efcaping rofe to her imagination ; for this purpofe 
flie flipt of her fhoes, and went trembling [towards 
the door, which fhe perceived was not locked : at 
the moment fhe reached it, it was with all poflible 
caution opened on -the outfide, and Lord Farnford 
entered ; fhe dijl not attempt to conceal her inten- 
tion, but with her fhoes in her hand flood motion- 
lefs before him : he perceived what flie was about 
to do, and fhutting the door, faid — What, my 
pretty bird, did you think I had left your cage 
door open ? — I did, fhe anfwered, and had you not 
come fhould have gone down flairs. — The very pur- 
pofe, faid he, for which I am come to fetch. you : 
dinner is fending up.— Jt >s impoffible you fhould 
imagine I can eat, fhe replied, but I ani dying with 
thirft : fend me a glafs of water, for I fhall not come 
to dinner. — You muft not drink water, faid Lord 
Farnford, you have put yourfelf in a fever 5 come 
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with me, if you do not chufc^ to eat, you (hall not, 
I cannot leave you here* She was forced to com- 
ply, he led her down flairs, and along a paflage to 
the other fide of the houfe. At the end of this 
paflage was a door, which one of Lord Farnford's 
fervants threw open, and it difcovered a very ele- 
gant room : fuch a contrail as this was to the apart- 
ment fhe had quitted, made her almofl doubt if fhe 
was awake ; the furniture was in the higheft ftyle 
of modern magnificence, the fideboard was profufely 
covered with plate, the attendants were all in Lord 
Farnfbrd's livery, and feemed perfectly at home. 


CHAP. IV. 


ENDURANCE, 


TT E R powers of recollection foon returned and 
convinced her that (he was ftili in her calami- 
tous fituation ; fhe was forced to fit at table with 
her jailor and Mr, Metward ; but fhe ate nothing, 
and remained filent, till provoked by hearing 
herfelf fly led Lady Farnford, fhe, in hopes of 
undeceiving fome of the fervants to her advantage, 
accufed his lordfliip of hi* treachery : finding he 
could not flop. her, he ordered the table to be clear- 
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td, though the dinner was not over, difmifled -the 
attendants, and followed them out of the room. 

She was now left with Mr. Metward, to whom 
(he determined not to fpeak: he, however, did not fo 
fcrupulouily regard etiquette as to continue filent 
on that account. Upon my word, madam, faid he 
to her, you are very much to blame for indulging 
in fuch caufelefs grief : — tell me what great hard- 
{hip is there in being obliged to marry a man who 
makes you fuch offers : a dreadful thing truly, to 
be forced to accept a young handfome nobleman, 
the idol of all the women of fafhion in town, 
with an eftatc of five and twenty thoufand a year : 
indeed I wonder my lord takes fo much pains, for 
I believe you are almoft the only lady he ever pro- 
ofed marrying ; he has feldom found that necef- 
fary ; fo differently do people think ! From this 
abominable impertinence fhe wa) relieved by the 
entrance of Lord Farnford, who now again exerted 
'his -rhetoric, and by every exprefhon of fondnefs 
which could difguft her, he tried to coax her ; but 
his efforts were ufelefs, and fhe turned from him 
in filence, to a window, from whence acrofs a 
meadow fhe bad an oblique view of the road : he 
came and flood by her, holding one of her hands 
in his, and looking very fteadfaftly at her. 

They had remained about live minutes without 
fpeaking, when fhe fnatched her hand from him, 
.and throwing up the fafh, exclaimed — Gracioas 
<*od ! I am not yet deferted— how wicked I was 
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T& doubt my deliverance! — He imagining (he 
meant to jump, out of the window catching hold 
of her, feid— What are you doing ?— are you mad ? 
With a countenance illuminated by hope and ex* 
citation, while her eyes fparkled with joy, (he re- 1 
plied — Afk yourfelf, my lord, what you arc doing ; 
and whether you have the ufe of your fenfe9 ; or 
rather think what apology you can offer, or what . 
fubterfuge you can invent to appeafe my father : . 
now, my lord, where is your high fenfe of honour 
fifed ? how will you ftand his reproaches, or fliield 
yourfelf from his rage ?-— I'do not underfland you, 
anfwered Lord Farnford : what new trick have you 
thought of to , throw me off my guard ?— None, 
(he replied firmly : I am fure my father is come by 
this time, I faw the coach go by : do not flop me, 
you cannot now detain me.— 1 muft not make him 
wait.— It cannot be fo, interrupted he : it is im- 
poffible: rwilTgo and" inquire ; IVJetward, do you 
take care of her, I will be back in a moment ; 
fo faying he ran out of the room. 

All Mr. Metward's talents for converfation now 
forfook him, and he remained filent and thought- 
ful : the fcene was reverfed ; Conftance tried to 
awaken in him a fenfe of his danger, and advifed 
him to make his peace with her father by prefent- 
ing her to him ; but he continued fullenly filent, 
and appeared fcarcely confeious that (lie was in the 
room : of this mental lethargy fh£ determined to- 
avail herfelf, and fpringing to the door had opened 
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it, ,when he^ feizing her arm, faid — Not fo, young 
lady, tthis may frill be one of your tricks : I chufe 
to flay and fee the event. — This di (appointment fhe 
confidered as only the delay of a few minutes, and 
therefore quietly returned to her place. 

Her hopes and expectations became lefs fanguine 
when in a few minutes Lord Farnford came in alone, 
with a fmile of triumph in his countenance. — Where 
is my father ? faid fhe, nattily running JtoWarda 
the door: you will not call this one of my 
fchemes, for I am certain it was his carriage, and 
almofl as fure that he was in it : you dare not de- 
tain me, do you ? — Stop, my love* faid Lord- 
Farnford, catching her in his arms, we mufl not 
part yet.-— She was right Metward. — Was fhe in- 
deed ? he afkcd.-*-Yes, replied his lordfhip, with an 
oath, fhe was indeed.— She again defired to know 
where her father was. — Do not be impatient, faid 
he, you fhatl know prefently : you were not 
rniflaken j it was Sir Edward; he was palling the 
houfe, and flopped his carriage to fpeak to me. — 
Well, interrupted Conftance, and does he not infifl 
on your giving me up ? — No, anfwered Lord Farn- 
ford, he is not fo unreafonabie* — My lord, faid fhe, 
your afTurance will not ferve you now ; this can- 
not be true. — I fwear it is, returned he, and if you 
will but heaF me, I will relate fcoyou the whole of 
our converfation, in which you were the principal 
ingredient. — I got to the houfe door juft as your 
father was coming by ; he flopped the coach, and I 

went 
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went out to fpeak to him. He aikcd me what 
brought me into the country— I replied, buiinefs* 
—When did you come ? — Yefterday. — -Do you ever 
fee my daughter ?— Yes, I faw her the day I left 
town. — Are you on tolerable .terms ?— Very good, 
we have been friends a great while.— She ufed you 
very cruelly. — Yes, fhe has made more hearts than 
mine sch, but I forgive her, though I mufl ever 
love her*— She was well, I hope.-— Very well. — 
I am glad of it— *how is my filler ?— *In perfect 
health. — Does Conftance flay with her till (he. comes 
into the country for the fummer, or is flic fickened 
of a town life ?— »-I do not think Mifs Fitzarthur 
has any intention of returning yet to Marftonbury.. 
— -Are you going~to town again ? — My flay here^ 
depends on rircumftances.-^When you fee Mrs. 
Staveneli and my daughter remember me to them. 
— Certainly ; and may I give them the pleafure o{ 
knowing you and Lady Barbara are well ? — If the 
menage .is not too much trouble : good evening to 
you ; lam going about a quarter of a mile farther, 
and I fear it will be dark before I get home. 
Thus, ma,dam, began and ended this interefling 
dialogue, from which I had penetration enough to- 
collect that Sir Edward's palling this way was ac- 
cidental, and that if I did not betray myfelf you 
were perfectly faf<£» 
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EVER were dejection and difappomtment 
more ftrongly delineated than on Mifs Fitz- 
arthur's countenance ;. her eyes were fixed on Lord 
Farnford, ay if flic expected hint to contradict what 
he had faid ; he led her to a feat, and (he remained 
as motionlefs as a ftatuc. All his powers were 
now exerted to avert the confequcnces of this tre^ 
mendous (hock, but not a word did (he anfwer to 
all he faid, Mr. Metward advifed leaving her to- 
herfelf, and waiting till the flupor which had feiz- 
ed her fliould be difpelled ; but Lord Farnford 
was too much alarmed to follow his counfel pa* 
tientfy: her breath grew ftiort, her hands were 
locked' inr each other, too faft to yield to any efforts 
to feparate them ; her teeth were clofe (hut, and (he 
appeared almoft expiring r her protector and hrs 
friend now thought her in the agonies of death, 
and derived fmall confolation from the conviction 
that they were the authors of it : Lord Farnford 
rang the bell ; and at that infiant her eyes clofcd, 
and (he fell back in her chair. Some of "the fer- 
vants, and people of the houfe came in, and after 
half an hour's doubt whether (he was not irreco- 
verably 


A N O V £ L. 35 

Teracbly gone, flie opened her eyes, and reftored* 
Lord Farnford's hopes : as foon as fhe was out of 
immediate danger ofa relapfe he difmiffed the per* 
fons he had called, and feating himfelf by her, 
endeavoured, by encouraging her, to facilitate her 
recovery. When fhe was fufficiently herfelf to 
recollect her fituation, fhe looked fixedly at him, 
and then at Mr. Metward, who was flandihg be-' 
fore her, but inflantly withdrawing her eyes, as if 
they had met their- moil: hated object, fhe again » 
gazed earneftly on Lord Farnford, held up her 
hands in a fupplieating poflure, and fhook her 
head. Though the teafs tricktecL down her cheeks, 
her -countenance was calm ; and dignity^ iKimiiity- 
and refignation were exprefled in her looks. - 

After many efforrs tO'.fpeakj fhe faid,. in u voice 
fcarcely audible— I 'have xmt proportion to make, 
which, perhaps, as it is-much agaiuft myfelf, will • 
not* be rejected.— I am '.all attention^ N replied Lord- 51 
Farnford^ fpcak on, -and bfe aflured-^Hear h&r, my 
lord, interrupted Mr* Metward ; it'wHFthen be a 
fitter time for protections.-*— I* cannot fuppofe, 
continued fhe, after a;paufe, that your inclination 
led' you to exercife fuch force as you have ufed to 
me : it was a confcioufnefs that no other means 
would effect your purpdfe that drove you to< 
thefe violent meafures : if this is admitted, I cannot 
doubt that, were you aflured of the fuccefs ofa lefs 
eompulfive plan, you would be willing to adopt 
iu-*»Ccitainly, anfwered .his lordfhip, . provided I - 

' B. $ were 
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were fure of the fame fuccefs. Then hear, faid 
Conftance, what I now offer v if you will gene- 
rously allow me to return immediately to Marfton- 
bury, free as' I entered this houfe — Aftoniihing, in- 
terrupted Mr. Met ward: why, madam, do you 
think my lord mad ? or have you loft your fenfes I 
—Silence, fakl Lord Farnford, (he (hall be hear'd t 
make your propofition, Mifs Fitzanhur, and ie 
fhall be attended to. — I fay then, refumed Con* 
fiance, that on this condition,. I promife, . a9 far as- 
I can bind myfelf, to confent to what you infill 
on : you {hall be allowed to fee me ; I wiil not ins 
£ny way, excepting my wifhes, oppofe you ; and 
• if you can obtain my father's confent again I 
- muft be yours.— ^Lord Farnford rofe haf&ly, and 
withdrew with his advifer to the.other end of the. 
room ; from whence jeturning after a few minutes* 
confutation, he told her that he muft be mad if he* 
acquieiced in what fhe had propofed, that be wat< 
ferry to refufe her, but that the rifque was too 
great for liim to venture. 

Conftance had not flattered herfelf with the fuc- 
cefs of her project yet the attempt was worth 
making : on receiving this arbitrary refufal (he only: 
replied :-— Since you are determined to give up- 
nothing I (hall make-no more proportions.. — If they 
are all like this, anfwered Mr. Metward^ I believe 
they are as well fupprefled— I hope, faid Lord Farn- 
ford, you will not give the odious name of obftinacy 
to my neceffary ileadinefs ; believe me, it is with 

reluctance 
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reluctance I refufe you any thing,-»-Our interefts 
are fo oppofite, returned me, that we can agree in 
nothing ; but, my lord, I defire I may know what 
is required of me : you do not mean, I hope, to make 
this houfe the fcene of your marriage : I beg you 
will ehufe fome place a little more facred than this 
horrid houfe. — Tx> be fure, faid Mr. Metward, 
with a fneeiy. my lord means to be married in Mar- 
ftonbury church, and if it would not take too 
long a time, he would, for the form's fake, have 
the banns publifticd : nothing would then be want- 
ing but to invite Sir Edward Fitzarthur's family to 
be prefent, and the chances for his fecuring his wife 
would be about as good as if he was married any 
where out of this houfe. — My requeft, faid fhe, 
cannot be thought unreafonable : my confenting 
to marry Lord Farnford furely entitles me to chufe 
where I will be married.-— Certainly, madam, re- 
plied Mr. Metward, you would be wanting to your- 
felf if you did not try. to prevail on my lord ; for 
his compliance would give you a fine opportunity 
of faying I will not r inftead of / wz7/.— You are 
very cruel faid Lord Farnford to Conftance, to 
oblige me fo often to thwart you : you make re- 
quefts which you know I cannot grant, and then 
call me unkind for refufing you : that this houfe 
(hould be the fcene of our wedding is a refolution 
from which I can, on no confideration depart—* 
this houfe, this room of it fhall be made facred by 
our union; fupertfitkm has annexed particular idea* 
* B 6 t©* 
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to pai tic ular places : but that place cannot need 
any additional circumftances to entitle it to reve- 
rence where Farnford vows eternal love, fidelity, 
and gratitude to his adored Conftance, and fhe in 
return gives him a hand, he yet flatters himfelf* 
infeparable from her heart. — It is impoflible, fhe 
replied, that you can have any objection to th« 
fervice being read in church : 1 give you my word 
I will not oppofe it, and when I fay this why will 
you not gratify me ? — I cannot, returned his lord- 
fhip, it would furnifh converfatioa. for the country, 
and you would foon be known; you mud give up this 
point, MJfs Fitzarthur, prudence will not allow me 
to indulge my inclination to oblige you. 

Finding that all entreaty would be thrown away 
on the fubjedr, fhe afked who were to be prefent. 
Lord Farnford and his friend looked at each other,, 
and feemed at a lofs, till Mr* Metward's never 
failing promptitude fuggefted an evafion : — 1 dare 
fay, madam, he replied, 'if you defire it, my lord 
will let the woman of the houfe attend you*— 
What then, interrupted Conflance,. do you intend 
to -have no witnefles of our marriage ; this I proteft 
I will not fubmit to. Lord Farnford fhall not be 
at liberty when I am. bound : if I am to be hb 
wife I will be fo effectually ; and without he fuffers 
the fervice to be read with the ufual ceremony, 1- 
will die rather than content to marry him : after all 
. I can do, it will be, I believe, an illegal marriage. 
I know nothing of what is rcquilite to sender it valid, 

but 
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but I Jnfift on having witnefTes, or I hold myfelf dis- 
charged from my promife.— My love, faid Lord 
Famford, you fhall be fatisfied : thfe -ceremony 
fhail be performed with the fame formality as if 
you were at home. I have a friend in the neigh- 
bourhood whom I can afk to give you away, and 
any or all of the family here {hall be prefent v 
what can you fear ? it is impoflible you can fup- 
pofe I would deceive you now ; your wifhes and* 
mfne are exa£tly the fame. 

His lordfhip having acceded to one requeff thought 
himfelf entitled by it to afk. a return, 'and he there* 
fore confidently propofed to Mifs Fitzarthur that the 
fervice.fhould be read as foon as poflible. This, 
which was at leaft an infringement of his promife 
to allow her till the next day, fhe fleadily refufed :. 
but he was not to be dif^ouraged ; he reprefented. 
to her the ufeleflhefs of poftponing it, which could 
only prolong the time of. her confinement, whence 
had. no profpecl of advantage from it.— Tell me,, 
faid he,, candidly, whether you. can perceive the 
, leaft benefit from this delay ? if you frill entertain 
expectations of efcaping me, I will not urge you* 
It was true fhe could fbrefee no advantage ; yet, as 
toconfent would be to preclude-even poffibility, fhe 
continued firmly to oppofe it* But Lord Famford, 
who well knew what would work on her, delired 
her to confider how fhe could bear all the ill-natured 
reflections' that might be call on her remaining fo 
long with him) and aided by Mr Metward, he lo 

dreffed 
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drafted np a fcarecrow of calumny and fcandal, in- 
timating how good a ftory it would make for the 
London news-papers, and profeffing himfelf not at 
all fecure of the fecrecy of his people, that love of 
reputation and dread of reproach overcame «very 
other objection, and though {he did not confent, 
file ceafed to oppofe. 

Lord Farnford immediately fent a fervant to * 
Mr. Wefter, the perfon deftined to the office of 
difpofing of Conitance, and who lived within a 
mile defiling to fpeak with him. He was a man of 
confiderabie property in the county : his chief 
recommendation an unremitted and enthufiaftic paf- 
fioo for field fports ; he was now upwards of fifty 
years of age, and had in his youth been, what is 
termed a gay man : he had a radical hatred to ma- 
trimony, and never was fo eloquent as in declaiming 
again ft it ; but being, neverthelefs, an admirer of 
female txceUence y he had generally honoured fomc 
one or other of the neighbouring dairy maids or 
farmer's daughters with his regard. From this 
gentleman Lord Farnford knew he had nothing toV 
fear; he was a ftrariger to Mifs- Fitzarthur, and 
was tinder obligations to his employer, however 
Conflance might behave, there was no reafbn to ; 
apprehend the weaknefs of commiferation from 
Mr. Wefter, and he could very eafily, before ho 
was introduced, fo warn him of her reluctance, as 
to prevent his furprize and fecure his acquiefcence./ 

As foon as the meflenger was difpatched, Lord 

Farnford 
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Farnford told his captive that he did not wifh to 
confine her to the houfe : if a walk about the 
ground was agreeable to her, he would accompany 
her ;. or, if fhe chofe being alone, he would only 
fhow her the way out ; fhe had little inclination to 
fttr, and lefs curiofity to gratify, but he preffed 
it, and (he went out by herfelf : fhe ftrolled through 
the meadow- into a garden behind the houfe, where 
there were fome children at play ; fhe flopped t« 
look at them, and to indulge a fccret wifh that 
fhe could change fituatiom with them ; they were 
pleafed by her taking notice of them, and came 
running round her, when a young woman* entered 
the garden and bid them return to the houfe, and 
not trouble the lady? — Conftance defined they 
might not be called in on her accfcunt, for that fhe 
loved children-— Yes, ma'am, anfwered the young 
woman,. I dare fay ^ou do; but they are very 
troublefome when one be'fn't well, and your lady* 
/ fhip looks very poorly. — I am not well, Mifs Fitz- 
arthur replied, and yet I could aimoft wifh I was 
worfe.— 'Tis a fad thing tp be low fpirited, re- 
turned the young woman, and for fuch a N 
lady as you be, it's bad indeed. I ufed to think 
how none, but us poor people had any thing to 
make 'em fad, but I iees rich folks has as many 
cares and fears as we.— They have truly, and many 
more, faid Conftance, who was pleafed with her 
companion's appearance j no body can more truly 
witneft it than myfelf, for though you may think - 
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that if I am not one of the happied creatures in ther 
world, it is my own fault, I cannot conceive it 
poflible to .be more miferable : if it would pleafe 
God to take me out of the way of fuqh misfortunes ! 
The young woman furveyed Mifs Fitzarthur at- 
tentively, the tears darted in her eyes, and (he was 
juft going to exprefs her fympathetic forrow, when . 
the woman of the houfe called her in and took her 
place. 

This exchange was not for Condance's advan- 
tage : the woman was very much inclined to talk,, 
and without the lead encouragement became ex- 
tremely eloquent in the praifes of Lord Farnford : , 
at lad, finding Mifs Fitzarthur* made no reply, the - 
told her die thought fhe did very wrong to make , 
herfel&fo unhappy for nothing.—- If I.did^fo, ,faid* 
Con dance, I fliould be very* wrong.;, hut I*. believe 
we all think ourfelves the befb judges of bur own - 
happinefs or mifery,.and in my opinion I have fuf- • 
ficient caufc for being unhappy.— Aye, fo you r 
thinks. now,, replied the woman, but I dare to fay. 
in a fortnight's time.you?'lLbe as blythe as -a bird, . 
and think yourfelf as* happy as ever yeu was in ail 
the days of your life: — why I remember the. lady 
my lord brought. down here lad dimmer, for the • 
fird week after fhe come fhe- talked jud as you do ♦ 
now, but lord blefs me! after that you'd ha' been 
furprized to fee howihe altered : fhe grew 4b merry . 
and fo good-humoured, and indeed how .fhould fhe 
be otherwife, for my lord was fo kind to her, . I .do- 

believe 
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believe if (he could have ate gold (he might ha' had 
it.— What, lady, interrupted Mifs Fitzarthur, are 
you talking of ?— I know of no lady.— Dear ma'am, 
replied the woman, did you never hear my lord talk 
of her ? — (he was the fweeteft creature, and fogood. 
-natured !— Was (lie a relation of his ? Mifs. Fitzar- 
thur afked:— I fuppofe it was one of his lifters.— - Ne,. 
ma'am faid' her intelligencer, the fervants faid as 
tho' (he looked fo like a lady, flic was. but fome 
tradefman's daughter in London.; hut I'm fure* 
you'd ha* thought her a duchefs :.—- for a great 
while before die- came we had fuch a to-do here :— 
why 'twas for her as my lord built they grand 
rooms'—I'm fure as I've reafon to blefs the hour 
file come, for it's been, as you may fay, the mak- 
ing of me, and I'm bound to pray for my lord as 
long as I live, and fo's my children..—- I'd go through 
fire and water to fferve him, and* fo we ought all 
of us, for we (hall never ha' fueh another good, 
friend.— -And pray faid Conftance, what is become 
of this lady ?— Oh, replied the loquacious dame, 
my lord and fhe had a bit of a quarrel, and fo fhe 
went away back to London :— indeed I muft fay (he 
was in fault, for (lie lived, as you may fay, like a 
princefs here, and Vivas very foolifh to go for to 
quarrel at laft about nothing, or next to nothing : 
— I believe (he was jealous of my lord, juft as if 
his great fortune be'n *t enough for ten fuch as lhe i 
—'twas very foolifh to be fo nice.— Why now,, to 
fee the difference of people, there, was that lady as 

my 
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ray lord brought here after her, (lie never minded 
SI file didn't fee him for a week, and when he was 
"gone fhe ufed to have her company, and was as 
. merry, jts the day's long; and then if my lord 
faid any thing to her in the way of talk as fhe 
didn't like, fhe'd laugh, and be fo good-humoured 
he % 'coudn*t be angry: — fuch fpirits I never 
fee.-^Gracious Heaven! whifpered Conftance, 
what a* profpe& have I before me!— What 
makes you figh, ma'am, faid the woman.— I figh, fhe 
replied, to think what a wicked young man Lord 
Famford is ; furely that woman who is defined to 
be his wife has ample caufe* to figh*— Why I don't, 
know, rejoined the woman ; to be Cure my .lord's a 
little wild, that's for certain, but by what I bear, 
fo's all young gentlemen that ha' got fuch a great 
deal of money, and I'm fure my lord lives like a 
prince ';«■— he never grudges his money.— Would it 
not be much better fpent* faid Conflance, in doing^ 
good, than of bringing fuch ladies, as you talk of 
into the country .* — Why that does good, anfwered 
his lordfhip's champion, for when as he came to- 
be, as you may fay, his own mailer, he telled me 
as how if I would let him come, and be at my houfe 
when he chufed it, and bring his friends and ac- 
. quaintances, I fliould live o'the farm and pay no 
rent, and we paid forty pound a year till then, and 
much ado fbmetimes to raife money by quarter- 
day. 

By her ill-judged communication it was eafy ta 

difcoYer 


A N O V E U 43 

difcover, that Lord Farnford's tenant had not more 
than her portion of common fenfe, by the latter 
part of it that (lie was not in affluent circumftances, 
and by her obfequious devotion to her landlord 
that fhe was mercenary. — A gleam of hope now 
darted acrofs Mifs Fitzarthur's mind, that a hand- 
fome bribe would prevail on her to betray her truft, 
(he therefore tofoujd her, took foroe loofe money 
out of her pocket, and counting it, put it into her 
purfe : the woman eyed her while {he was thus em* 
ployed, and at iafl obferved that fhe had a vaft 
deal of money,— *More than I want, thank God, - 
faid Conftance, but this is not much, I have ten 
times more in my pocket-book.— Aye, it's a fine 
thing to be rich, replied the woman, when folks 
, has the heart to do good with their money, but., 
fome are fo niggardly they does'nt care who wants* 
—I hope faid Mifs Fitzarthur, that is not my dif- 
pouVion.— -No, 1 dare fay not, the woman answer- 
ed, I didn't mean to fay as you was fo, but there's 
a great many about us as would rather fee a poor 
widow and her children ftarre than do any thing 
for 'em ; I'm fure I find it my cafe ; — and I'm furc 
it's not like me, for I often thinks with myfelf if it 
wasn't for my children I'd give away all that I had, 
for it makes my heart ach to fee many poor crea* 
tures how they be diftrefled.— I will put you in a 
way to do good to a perfon in great diflrefs, replied 
Conftance, hoping her fcheme would now fucceed; 
and you and your family fhall be the better for it*— 

ThQ 
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The woman flared, and Conftance continued ; — 
In money and jewels I have about me near two 
hundred pounds ; — releafe me from this confine- 
ment and it is yoiir's ; only open that gate to the 
road, and prevent Lord Farnford's following me, 
and I will never tell who did this friendly ad"r 
for me :— I will reward you on my return home, 
and pray for you as my beft friend, — Why, I don't 
know, replied the woman — how much is-— let me 
fee— feven- times forty— why it's two hundred and 
eighty — aVt it ? — No, ma'am, I can't be fo wick- 
ed :— my lord faid as how you'd try to bribe me, 
and if 1 took it, he'd turn me out he fwore, and 
make me pay rears, and that would be for {even 
year, and I can't do it.— I will make up any lofs of 
that kind afterwards, faid Conftance ; let me en- 
treat you : — you do not know what an ac~t of charity 
it would be ; you would thrive the better for it ast: 
long as you live.— I can't indeed, ma'am, returned 
Lord Farnford's tenant ftifly, for my lord has pro- 
mifed me when he's married he'll give me a bit 
more land, and I don't know how much twou'd be- 
out of my way to do it, and I fiiould bo robbing 
my poor children ; but here's my lord a coming t 
—I'm fure I woudn't wrong fuch a. gentleman foe 
all the world's worth and more loo* 


CHAR 


A NOVEL* 45 


I 


chap., vr. 


SELF-CONSIDEHATIO N. 

T was fo nearly duflc that Mifs Fitzarthnr had 
not perceived Lord Farnford come into the 
garden : he . approached her haftiry, and renewed 
every painful idea in her rninch from what flie had 
juft learnt, her abhorrence of him was oonfiderably 
increafed, and {he turned involuntarily from .him ; 
buthe feizing her reluctant hand, faid,— Now, my 
love, let me lead you to the houfe : Mr- Wefter is 
come, and we wait for you. — She had no alterna- 
tives lie fupported her, and led her by a fhorter 
way to the room they had left. Here flie faw ' 
Mr. Metward dreft in his furplice, and Mr. Wefter 
who advanced to meet her:— A death-like chill 
fpread over her whole frame ; her knees trembled, 
and fbe was forced to lit down. Lord Farnford 
grew impatient, but (he paid no attention to his 
urgency : the image of Lord Calorne now rofe to 
her imagination, — the promife they had exchanged, 
—his words, you are mine ', you cannot give your/elf 
to another^ again founded in her ears, and fhe 
fhuddered at the engagement flie was about to enter 
into.— Would you have any body elfe with you, 

Lord Farnford afkod : fhe could anfwer only by an 

affirmative. 
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affirmative.— Who faid he, as he rang the bell, 
(hall the woman of the houfe come ?— The young 
woman, anfwered Conftance, in a fcarcely articu- 
late voice.— Let her aunt" then, faid Mr, Metward, 
come with her, or fhe will do mifchief. The two 
females were fent for, and as foon as they came, 
Lord Farnford took Conftance's hand to lead her 
to the upper end of the room.— ' Now, faid he, in 
a whifper, you muft exert yourfelf: —do not be 
alarmed, I beg. She defired to be allowed a few 
minutes, faying (he could not yet command her 
Tpirits ; he left her and talked afide to Mr. Wefter, 
till perceiving that her agitation inftead of leffening 
increafed, he returned to her, and endeavoured to 

encourage her. 

Confider, Mifs Fitzarthur, faid he, at one time 
or other you muft be in this fituation ; and I think 
I may venture to fay it was not a part of your 
fcheme of life to .avoid it.— Under circumftances of 
tyranny and compulfion, replied Conftance, I ever 
hoped to avoid it. Thefe' words, and the manner 
in which they were pronounced excited Mr. Wef- 
ter's curiofity.*— You told me, faid he to Lord 
Farnford, that the lady was fhy ; this is the queer- 
eft fort of fliynefs that I ever faw. 

A little recovering at the found of a voice that 
had not yet declared againft her, fhe anfwered, — O 
Sir, you perhaps know not the caufe I have for 
what you call fliynefs.— Stop her cried Mr. Met- 
ward to Lord Farnford, who immediately feizing 

her 
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. Ler hands would have forced her to rife, had not 
Mr. Wetter interfering difengaged her. — No vio- 
lence faid he, before I give this lady away I will 
Be fatisfied flie approves of my fo doing. Mr. Met- 
ward now drawing Mr. Wetter from her, faid to 
him : — What are you doing ? Sir : I allure you it 
is nothing more than the excefs of affectation ; fhe 
wants to have it believed that flie is forced to this 
marriage, that (lie may avoid the refentment of her 
friends. — 'Tis impoflible, replied Mr. Wetter, I 
will know what is the caufe of her reluctance, for 
I will not be drawn into a fcrape for Lord Farn- 
ford or any body. 

Such unexpected oppofition and firmnefs irritated 
Mr. Metward ; he threw the book which he had 
in his hand againft the-wainfcot, and bounced out 
of the room : all was now a fcene of confufion ; 
Conftance could with difficulty be kept from 
fainting, and high words enfuetl between Lord 
Farnford and Mr. Wetter, who refehting what he 
believed a fcheme to involve him in trouble, and 
regarding his own fecurity, without paying the 
fmalleft attention to the fituation of JMifs Fitzar- 
mur, left the houfe furioufly fwearing at Lord 
Farnford. 

During the whole of this buttle, Conftance had 
been tortured between hope and fear, the two wo- 
men were very officious, but the concern of the 
niece almoft. incapacitated her from affording her 
any affittance. When Mr. Wetter peremptorily 

refufed 
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refufed the implicit obedience required, her hopes 
were fanguine ; but when (he faw that he 'was in- 
terefted only for himfelf, all expectations of deli- 
verance vanifhed : had he confeientioufly refufed 
to perform this office, he would not have left her 
in fuch a ftate of danger ; but felf prefervation 
was the motive from which he acted, and when he 
quitted the houfe (lie was, as having excited Lord 
FarnforcTs refentment, in a worfe (ituation than 
before : fhe faw his anger rife, he walked up and 
down the room in violent perturbation ; then 
difmilTing the women and coming to her, he 
faid in a tone of fettled rage : — Madam you have 
ruined me ; greater danger however awaits my re- 
nouncing you than can follow from my perfever- 
ance ; I have indulged your capricious requefts, 
and you have rewarded me for it ; by heaven you 
fhall reap no advantage from your obftinacy ; I fee 
nothing lefs than compulfion will do, and you 
fhall feel it ; you drive me to it ; you fhall not 
have a quarter of an hour longer to exercife your 
invention ; the fervice fhall be inftantly read, and 
in 'what way I chufe ; for all kindnefs is thrown 
away on you. He turned from her abruptly, and 
ringing the bell violently, told the footman who 
anfwered it to fend Mr, Metward in ; he obeyed 
the fummons, but Lord Farnfoad was obliged to 
fubmit to a delay which his fiery temper could 
ill-brook, for his fury had thrown Mifs Fitzarthur 
into ftrong hyiterics* 

All 


\ 


A K O V £ L» 49 

„ All efforts to reftore her to calmnefs were for in 
hour and an half ineffectual, and Lord Farnfbrd was 
compelled by his fears for her, to pronaife that no 
force mould be put on her ; this affurance did more 
towards her recovery than any other means ufed, 
and as foon as: fhe. could fpeak, availing he rfelf of 
his favourable difpofnion, (lie made him repeat his 
promife, add in return gave him her word, ttftt if 
it pleafed God to leave her fo long in his power as 
till the expiration of the time firft named, on con- 
dition flie was fuffered to remain till then in peace, 
fhe would make no farther refinance. ~ Notwith- 
\ Handing the frowns and viable marks of difappro* 
bation by which Mr. Metward «xj?refied his fenti- 
ments, Lord Farnford yielded to her icqueft, and 
when his abettor ftrongly remonftrated again ft ir f 
he anfwered him by faying,, that, though, he be- * 
lieved it imprudent, he could do no otherwife, that 
her confent was worth waiting for, and that he 
could not-put her to fach a trial. . 
. The remainder qf the evening pafled in a fulled 
gloom, Lord Farnford was not pleafed at rheW 
ceffity^he had fubmitted toj Mr. Metward was 
difappointed,- and Conftance was half* dead ; at 
eleven o'clock they advifed her retiring, but ex* " 
haufted as ihe was, fh« could not think of reft in 
fuch a houfe ; and with fuch people; his' lordmip^ 
plainly decerning who was ti^ occafion of her re. 
jeering, what in her fituatiqn muft be a wel- 
come proportion* on his honour .aflurei. her fhe 
Vox- II. C -might 
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might be perfectly eafy, for that till (he rang hot 
bell in the morning, no one Ihould be fullered to 
come near her room.— It is true, faid he, I (hall 
fallen you into your" chamber ; but you may alfo 
lock me out ; therefore I beg* you will endeavour 
to reft, that your fpirits may be recruited by to- 
morrow* 

She then confidering, that ihe flwuld be -equally 
fafe and iefc restrained if ihe were alone, role to go : 
her affiduous lover went out to order the woman of 
thehoufeto light her to her room, and returning 
in a few minutes opened a-door which led to the dak- 
cafe : her attendant was waiting for her, and fol- 
lowing her to her apartment ; ihe dtifired if (he 
wanted any thing ihe would ring, and then left 
her : Conitance immediately bolted hcrfelf in, and 
almoft a* foon as ihe had dose fo, ihe beard fome- 
body come up the itairs and fatten the door on the 
outfide : the room ihe come into firft was fumiihed 
elegantly with every thing neceifary for a drefiing- 
room, through this was her chamber, which was 
fitted lip in a correfpondent ityle ; and here fitting 
down, ihe freely gave way to the grief that over- . 
whelmed her : ihe could not prevail on herfelf to 
go to bed, yet aware that fome repofe was abfo- 
ftrtely needful to the renewal of her drength, ihe 
^cternafced to fie dowain hercloifftes : for this pur* 
pofc, ihe, hadjjuft taken Off her hat, when ihe was 
ifctled by hearing people talking binder the wm% 
dWft iU did: not dor* to lodk ottt? btft ftftemrtg 
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(he heard * woman's voice fay !•— O fie, ttiomii ; 
what t fhame you Should be more afeard nor I!—* 
a Iktle after fhe heard a man anfwer; — IToulcAMr 
oufan, as Pd lay down my life to fetve you :«*- 
I ben*t afeard for myfelf, Ffe afeard for you.-*- 
Ntter mind me, returned the woman, briikly:*** 
Fll take care of myfelf. They walked on, Con- 
fence could diiHnguiih no more, and was going to 
lie down, when fhe was again alarmed by feme- 
thing beating agaihft the window : the noife con- 
tinued fo long, that fhe gained courage to open the 
faft, and inftantly a Kttle white ball was throWta 
acrofs her into the middle of the room ; fhe took It 
up, and finding it a large pebble ffone wrapped* in 
in paper, fhe fuppofed h to have been thrown 
without an intention of reaching her room, and 
was going to return it whefice it camfc . tf hen flie 
perceived the paper was written on; {he pulled 
down the window, took the paper to the Candid, 
and with lbme difficulty deciphered the following 
words, which were rendered obfeure by a fcarcely 
legible hand, and enveloped in tfill WoTfe ortho- 
graphy. ' 

"* Dear Lady, 

* Pray do not he afraid « o|>en this window at 
4 three- Come along witfh hlin and do as he fays \ 
'* and pray don't be afraid;* ' 

Here wasfcow ahope of liberation, yet fhe did not 
dare to give way to the joy it occafioned : it might be 
fofte artifice of Lord Farnford's to carry her far- 
ther; but, as fhe was already as much in hit 
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.paver at (he could any where be, (he refolded to 
• do as (he was directed, and truft to providence for 
the event. _ With fentiments of the fincereft gra- 
titude to heaven for this profpeft of deliverance 
(he now ventured to lie down ; hoping that, if (he 
. could fleep, (lie might be able to carry into execu- 
: tion any fcheme that was projected for her rejeafe; 
but (he was too much agitated to reft, and, above 
all, the f£ax of miffing- the appointed hour 
deterred her from endeavouring to forget the 
, difficulties and dangers of her fituation. At laft, 
the village clock {truck three, amUwith all poffible 
caution Hie opened the window;, the moon (hone, 
. ftd (he faw a man (landing clofe under the wall, 
wtio on hearing her raifed a flep ladder which he 
•afcended till he came even with her; (lie trembled 
«ll over, when the man, in the moft encourag- 
ing tone of voice, faid ; — Don't frighten yourfelf 
my lady ; I wou'dn't do you no harm for all the 
world ; can you come down ? if you can, you're 
fafe ; for Sufan bid me tell you my lord (keps 
oYother fide the houfe. Thefe words cheered her, 
and (tepping on a chair ihe was juft on the ladder, 
when the man faid : — You (hake, fadly, my lady ; 
if you fliouM fall I (houM never forgive myfelf ; 
let me take you down. He then took her in his 
arms, and fet her fafely on the ground.— Thanjc 
„God, faid (he, I am outof the houfe ; what am I 
to do. now ?— rCome with me, your ladyftiip, an- 
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(wcred her conductor ; bat if you pleafe don't fpeak/ 
becaufe we mult go under my lord's window. 

They crofled the garden behind the houfe, and 
came to a little gate leading into the orchard, which 
was locked ; this difficulty was however provided 
again it, by fome logs of wood which were laid fo 
as to anfwer the purpofe of' a ftile. — Now, my 
lady, (aid the man, as foon as (be was over, you' 
may talk if you pleafe ; and I'll tell you what 
I'm to do with you ; for we are quite fafe, nobody 
will be up this hour, to be fure ; and Sufan fay* 
you won't be miffed a great while. — Then pray, 
faid Conftance, let me know to whom I am for 
much obliged ; who has been fo humane as to take 
fo much trouble for me ? — No trouble at aH; re-' 
plied the man ; Sufan fchemed it all : I only did 
as (he bid me, for I'd not ha' known nothing about 
it hadn't been for her.— And who is Sufan, Mifsr 
Fitzarthur aflced : is>" it the young woman I faw* 
m the garden in the afternoon?— Yes, my.ladyf 
he anfwered, ihe fays, How you -flood' and talked a' 
good, bit of while to her, and it's afthoft broke her 
heart, for (h6's very tender-hearted. By afking a 
few more queftions Conftance learnt that 8ufan, 
who was the niece of Lord Farnfofd's tenant, had 
employed this man, her lover, to carry into exe- 
cution the plan (he had contrived ; that he was to 
conduct her to his mother's, which was at a fmall 
diftancc from the houfe (he was before in ; s that 
(he was either to remain there till later in the 
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morning, and tbenffogota Marftonbury, or .to fet 
off as foo|). as a poft-chaife could be procured froqa 
the town : as it was to be determined by her own 
choice fhe would have gone home without any de- 
lay, but as this muft have carried her to her father's 
at an hour that would alarm the family, fhe con- 
fented to wait, and her guide engaged to hare a 
chaife ready at feven o'clock* , 

Tjbey foon arrived at Thomas's mothers, .and 
Conftance was very kindly received by her : after 
fiich exertions, as had been, made for her ihe could 
not doubt her fefety in that houie, and therefore* 
though with fmall inclination, flic yielded %o the 
old .woman's intrpajties that ihe would at leail He 
down j ihe went to a very nea« 4 homely chamber, 
and if ihe did; not deep &*ndly, dozed in fecurjry* 
*nd was rtfreihed by it* At half paA fix, her hnftefa 
cam* to the door ; fte immediately obeyed her «' 
call, and found a, hreah&ft provided for hex, of 
which,, that <heL.nught not apfear ungrateful, fhe 
cat a little : the chaife came punctually, and after 
having given, she contents of her purfe to Thomas 
and his mother, with a Banknote forSufan, and 
defired that both for their fakes and her own the 
affair might never be mentioned ; with expreffioaa 
of gratitude and obligation fhe-fet out en her return 
to MarftQqhury* 
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AL L remembrance of her peft fufferings wat 
now obliterated in fa joy of feeing herfelf 
once mprc f*fe» and in the road to ber father*! : 
aft hour an4 htff brought bey within fight of the 
houfc, arid all her endeavours to collcft ber fpirk* 
we** iiieffeftual: tears of gfcktoefa »©w relieved 
ber aa thofe of forrow had many tunas in the pre- 
ceding day ; and her delight when ft* wa* inclo- 
fed within the park gates, it only be .concaved by 
by fuch as have like ber fufferojk 

Aflontflunent was painted on the- feces of the 
people at the lodge* and the fervaflts flie net 
feeiped fcercely to believe the infaarnfctwrn of their 
eyes; nor, when on getting out of the chatfe fee afted 
where Sir Edward and her mother were, could {he 
get an arifwer: at laft the bou&kecper, who had 
caught a glimpfe of her, running ant exclaimed: 
Gpod Lorf I my dear young lady, is it you ? T 
am glad you're come ; but you can't have heard : 
we none of us knew of your coming.— I fuppofe 
not, replied Conftance ; pray difcharge the chaifo ; 
give the man a guinea^ for I have no money, and 

tell 
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tell me where my father and mother are. — My 
lady is with Sir Edward, the houfe-keeper anfwer- 
cd.— I had better tell her that youVe come : fhe 
longed to fee you, but fhe cou'd no* expect you fo 
foon. — Conftance went into a partyr, and in an un- 
difcribable tremor of joy, perturbation, and impa- 
tience, waited to fee her mother. - 

Lady Barbara foon came in, but what was her 
daughter's furprife when fhe perceived that her 
countenance, inliead of indicating pleafure at her 
return, was overfpread with melancholy 5 fhe ap- 
peared pale, languid, and deje&ed; and when Con* 
fiance threw herfelf on her neck and burft into 
tears, Lady' Barbara feemed deprived of the power 
of fpeech. Recovering, fhe faid :■— My dear love, 
how is it pofible you are come fo foon ? we fent 
for you — have you heard of it ? — No t anfwered 
Conftance, I came fuddeniy ; Lord Farnfoci's fa- 
mily brought me v what is the matter,' my dear 
mother : I am fure it muft be ifomething very tei- 
rible, you look fo ill.—- There is an eatprefs, faid 
her mother, gone to town for you — your father is 
very bad — I rejoice that you are come, though I do 
not think he will know you* The grief and terror 
this news occafioned made Conftance forget every 
thing elfe : fhe begged to 'fee S.ir Edward, and, 
fcarcely able to fupport herfelf, fhe went with her 
mother to his bed-lide : he was unconfeious of her 
being there : a paralytic ftrpke had, immediately on 

hU 
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Lis return home the evening before, deprived hiax 
of the ufe of his faculties. 

Though Lady Barbara received s comfort from 
her daughter's unexpected arrival, the fituation of 
Conftance was fuch as to increafe her trouble : 
What (he had undergone in the lad twenty-four 
hours, with the addition of -this affliction, fo en- 
tirely overpowered her that till the afternoon (he 
was very little better than her father : this was ha* 
tu rally attributed to furprife and concern on his 
.account : when file grew more compofed Lady 
Barbara informed her of the circumstance^ of his 
Hlne& r and anfwered her enquiry,- whether Re was 
thought in danger, by faying, bis* recovery was*yet 
doubtful". Towards the evening he. became* fh\ft- 
bie, and this opportunity was" feizcd to tell him- of 
his daughter's arrival ; he defired to fee her, knew 
her, ami fuppofing her coming to be in confeejtience 
of her having been fent for,- told her, inarticulate*- 
ly, that (he was very good to come- fo icon, and 
that (he was eoine to fee him die, for that he fhoMd 
never recover, — Tears were the only anfwer (lie 
could make, and her mother was obliged to take 
her away left (he (hould dtfhrrb Sir Edward. Lady 
Barbara fat up with him, as (he had done the night 
before, and infifted on her daughter** going to 1 bed} 
who was too much exhaufted to foHow her- incit* 
aatien, to have (hared her fatigue. ' • •' 

The unremitted care and fofickude which tfchi 
calamity occafioned had fo far been •favoiirabre' 
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IP Coaftance at u> fpare her the pain of relating 
events yet too recent to' be thought on with coin* 
pofure, and to Lady Barbara, as file avoided hear- 
ing what muft have fccreafed diftrefs already as 
much a* Jhe could fiipport ; her curiofity waa'-fuf- 
pended ; ihe was fo well pleaied to have her daugh- 
ter with her when her prefence was fo neceflary, 
that. (he made no inquiry into the caufe of her 
coming, nor did thofe circuroftanccs reipefttng 
her "which, at any other time would have alarmed 
her maternal care, now excite the leafl wifh to have 
them explained. 

The next day, Sir. Ed ward gave no greater hopes 
of his life; he was, for a few minutes together 
fenfible j but presently funk into a lethargy which 
made rbpfe about him often doubt his being alive s 
his phy&rian faid that fome days muftelapfe before 
it would be poffible to decide on his cafe ; and Con- 
fiance flattered herfelf that at every lucid interval 
he' gained recoiledion. While ihe was fitting with 
her mother at breakfaft, a letter was brought to 
her; flic hardly dared take it, fearing its contents, 
till enquiring whence it came, the fcw a a t t old her 
i* was brought; with Lady Maria Peryton's con> 
pljiments, by. one of Lord Farnfprd's men,, who had 
lefijj he/ trunk. She had not % fuficient command 
tjrer herfelf to be certain (he, could read this, letter 
without an alteration in her countenance, and fit* 
^eacfciaiarnwng her mother ; ihe therefore, Would 
have dtfprcji looking at it till % was alone*. **d 
<^ was 
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was putting it in far pocket, uaeonfcious that in 

the very alt (he betrayed herfelf, when LadyBar- 

bara who watched her, aflted her why (he did not 

open tt.-r-Conftance drew it out again, 4nd wa* 

fiient and diftrefledr-My deary faid her mother, 

Aero is fbmetfiingyou wifli to- conceal :•— > you alarm. 

me, why do you change colou* ? what ca» you 

have to fear From me -?— I fear nothing, replied 

Gonfhtnce, except giving your pain-: you fhotfldf 

fee Lady Maria's letter, if I could reader What it may 

perhaps allude io r intelligible to you without 

making you ufceafy.— 1 have not beett able, faid 

Lady Barbara, to pay much attention to you : I 

am afraid fomerhing has happened more than I can 

guefs at ; whatever it is, I (hall be more cafy to 

know it than to be kept in fufpenfe 5 if you wifli 

to relieve me, do not fttfler my curiofity to make* 

conjectures : it *«T fothe thing rcfpecling Mrs. Stave- 

nell, and that ie the reafon yott caitte home fo> 

fuddenly.— Gonftance affured her it was not, arid' 

gave as a caufe of her haily return the declining 

ftatc of her health, and the opportunity of coming' 

with Lord Pamford'a family. * - 1 " 

It was become impontble to conceal" the par> 
ticulafsof her journey, and (he therefdre; N jprefacing' 
what fiie had to fay fo *a to ■ foften itfc :*ffe&L : and 1 
frequently repeating 1 that all danger, tfai over, dtf^« 
clofeo* the evtitii bi\he two -preceding Al^.i Laiiy 
Barbara heard her with terror and afiorii&ment, jufb- 1 
ly blaming 1StsU Staventl! fto co^mittix^ Her ta 

Lord 
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Lord Farnfbrd's care. Though the part (he had in 
this affair was not clear, Conftance acquitted her oi 
every thing excepting imprudence, in having, fo 
toanlfefted her partiality for herfavourire* a» to take- 
fjroro him ail fear of incurring her jdifpkafure : the 
journey to Marftonbury was fo fuddenly refolved pn* 
ajid his )cnpwi«g. her intention fo accidental, that 
Die could not think Mrs. Staveaell, however her 
general condu& warranted the fufpicion, at all 
concerned in or privy to this outrage : Hie therefore 
endeavoured, by Hating clearly the circumftances. 
preceding her quitting London, and representing 
the aimoft impoffibilny of any fcheme having been; 
concerted with her T in this inftance to exculpate 
, her, which (he could not do from having uniformly 
encouraged Lord Farnford in all others. Mifs- 
. Fitzarthur then, read to her mother Lady Maria's 
letter, which informed her, that his lord (hip had 
fled to his feat in the. north,, to avoid the. refeno 
ment he expected, and contained the moft fatif- 
factory afluraace of her difapprobation of the part 
he had a&ed, and her exculpation from any know- 
ledge of his intention when they 4eft London :. 
fl)e concluded by expreffing her forrow for what had 
happened,, and by faying, that (he would not re -com- 
mence her intimacy with MifsFitzarthur while it wae 
pp^blethat.her. brother fhould avail himfelf ofiu 
..The renunciation of her intercourfe with. Lady 
njaria Peryton was a heavy price to pay for a 
fecurity other* naturally enjoyed, and ihe hoped it 

needed 
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needed not be fo total as entirely to cut off aH 
communication between them.: they might keep up 
a correfpondenee without meeting, and conse- 
quently without danger; but this Lady Barbara 
prohibited : fhe convinced her daughter that fhe 
-could not, after what had happened, be too cauti- 
ous ; that Lady Maria mu ft either forget that Lord 
Farnford was her brother, or thai Con ft a nee was 
-her friend: that ihe might be drawn. into innumer- 
able difficulties by. renewing an acquaintance which 
fhe was fure their reciprocal affection wou4d not 
long fuffer to be confined to letters ; and that, as 
(he might reft allured of Lady Maria's putting 
the right conftru&ion on beracquiefcence, and Hill 
retaining her regard for her, a relaxation would be 
imprudent, .while any thing was .to be feared from 
Lord Farnford. *' 

Every time Lady Barbara fpoke, Conftance 
trembled left enquiry fkouid be made after Lord 
Calorne ; fU3 was. unwilling to increase her mo- 
ther's atiliclions by difclofing her own, and (lie well 
knew . that, ihe cquld not . relate the circumftances 
of his condu^,, without difcovering, that it had 
ruiued her peace, Occupied as Lady Barbara's 
mind was, .fhe, flattered Jherfed# he. would not be 
taught on 5 bait .this: hope did nor lang/ialV ; after 
the conversation re,fpe#ing Lord Farnford, me itfked 
if Lord Calorie meant t0 accept Sir. Edwards ^in- 
vitation of following her :. Conftance turned away 
from her to the window* and confufedly anfwered 
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that her return was too fuddenly refolved on for 
any body who was not immediately concerned in 
it to be informed of it. Fortunately Lady Barbara, 
was at this critical juncture called away, and her 
daughter efcaped farther interrogation. 

Sir Edward continued thus, with decreafing in* 
tervals of recollection, near a fortnight ; at the end 
of which time hit phyfician* declared they had no 
hopes of htm* In this interval all fufpicion con * 
cerning Mrs, Stavenell had been removed by heV 
baring fulfilled her promife^ of fending by the 
waggon whatever clothes her niece did not take 
with her, which plainly argued her expectation 
that (he would be carried to Marffonbury. Lady 
Barbara finding Sir Edward grow daily worfe, and 
s* Mrs. Stavenell was his only relation, overcame 
every prejudice which her want of judicious care 
of her daughter had given birth to, and wrote to 
her, denting to. fee her; but,, a* if cen&ioti* 
tfeaA flie deferred reprefoenfion, fhe declined com* 
ing. 

In a few days after Sir Edward's pbyilcians had 1 
ceaied to, hope for his life, the predictions were 
verified : he died, and left his wife almoft worn out 
with anxiety and frrigue. and bis daughter over- 
whelmed with grief for his lofs : her forrow hat* 
many fources, for though fn- concern for her fe- 
tter all othen donfideratidtw had been abfbrbed, 
there were times woe* a remembrance of * difer- 
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^Dt fpecks of affliction broke in on her, and render* 
ed her very iU able to fupport additional mufbr* 
tunc. 


CHAP. VIII. 

•i 

SCHEMING* 

» 

TMMEDIATELY after the funeral, Lori Brum* 
"* feme came over to Marftonbury* to aftft hie 
ifter in the fcttlement of her affairs. A will wat 
found, made on the birth of Coniianee, which left 
both her and Lady Barbara amply provided for ? 
but a farther inveiSgation proved that thw provi- 
sion no longer exifted ; whatever was- conveyed by 
k had been alineated, and there was too much rea- 
Ion to fear the debts would as far exceed expecta- 
tion as the means to defray them fell fhort of in 

Sir Edward had always been df a referred di£ 
portion j his wife was never trufted with, the 
knowledge of his 1 circunrftances ; the money Are 
wanted hefiippliedher with, and fettled all, excepting 
her perfonal expences, with his fteward ; fhe ccmld 
therefore only conjecture from appearances- that he 
was rich, and had nothing' to rely on but his prui 
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dence ; a fecurity which (he never fufpec"ted would 
fail : flic knew that he had iufferej) b) an unfuc- 
ccfsful navigation kheme, in which the adventurers, 
of whom he was the principal, had loft their mo- 
ney ; but (he was ignorant of the extent to which 
he had engaged. It now appeared, that his own 
private fortune had bought the Marironbury eftate, 
tinim proved as it was at the time of the pure ha fe ; 
that her fortune, which was not large, had been 
expended in the gratification of a very coftly tafte 
for building, gardening, and extenfive cultivation-; 
that they had lived at an annual expence exceeding 
his penfion ; and that to fupply the" current de- 
mands, the boufe and eftatc had been piece-meal 
mortgaged to nearly their value, fa that little acS- 
vantage could, refult from a falc ; and that there 
would be fcajcely more than fufficient to pay thft 
debts. i 

From the egils attendant on fo injudicious and? 
fo criminal a disregard of his family conctrii*, Lord 
Drumferne, who was aware that Sir Edward's 
affairs would not turn out well, imagined r>is fitter 
and niece were fecured by her fettlement : fiv« 
thoufand pounds in the funds had been ; left to 
Lady- Barbara by a relation fooai after her mar* 
wage, the intetefl of which her husband had recei* 
Ted, and had always faid fhould be fuffered to ac* 
cumulate as a fortune for his daughter : a preffing 
occafion had induced him to alter Us purpofe; the 
money therefore was not to be founds and nothing 

more 
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raore than the principal was to be expected : of 
the fecurity of this Lord Drumferne did not doubt, 
till his fitter informed him that the fett lenient had 
been, with the con fen t of her only furviving truf- 
tee, who was engaged in the navigation project 
annulled a few months before. Sir Edward had, 
contrary to his ufual cuftom, made her acquainted 
with his fcheme for cutting a canal of many miles 
in length : he had ftatedV to her- the benefit that 
would accrue to his eftate, which was well covered 
with timber, from a mode of conveyance fo eafy as 
water-carriage ; he had affured hep that a few year! 
would, not only re-imburfe. him, but that, from a 
toll to be eftablifhed, permanent advantage* would 
be derived ; and reprefenting it to her that his pro- 
jedfc would be ruined unlefs he could anfwer a 
greater demand for ready money than it was po£ 
able for him without aulftance to'raife, he prevailed 
on her to give up her fettlement, and promifed to 
fecure her in a way more convenient to himfelf 
from all accident ; ihe knew, of^ the will he had 
made, and on hit faying that it fhould remain un- 
revoked till he could make a more beneficial pro- 
vifion for her and her daughter, fhe willingly 
confented ; and by a mifplaced confidence renoun- 
ced oven the certainty of a maintenance, ' ^ 
But Lady Barbara, notwith {landing this load of 
calamity was rendered of double weight by anxiety 
for Conftance, would not fuffer herfelf to fink un- 
-dcr it j Ihe exerted her fortitude to the. utmoft ; 
< . . immediately 
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immediately lefTened the number of her fcrvants* 
anil her expences in every way ; (he collected an 
account of all the debts ; and, as far as (he could, 
difcharged them : but the eflate was a cumberforae 
fhing ; and in the prefent ftate of the navigation 
fcheme, flie had no hopes of it's fetching enough 
to pay off the mortgage* What was bed to be 
done* or h^v even toarotd total rum, it was not 
oafy to diftover j but this, confolatioii ftie^had, that 
fo greatly were thectedijara and claimant* difpofed 
to accommodate hetv that they had jogtatly offered 
to accent {Security in. die teajp tedft ^Qfrrenitnt. t» 
hsr, and to wait patiently the airangenMni e£ hoc 
fclnbaxaa4Ma&iffs», 
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C I R Edwatd had been dead tea days* and ao 
probability had appeared of any more e£gi~ 
ble method of adjusting his accotmts than that 
of rcfig tun w hatcver he had to the difcharge of 
hia debts, and compounding them f when one mora* 
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ing, as his daughter was fitting alone in gloomy 
fadnefa, flic was told a fervant de fired to fpeak with 
her ; Lord Farnford bad taught her. to be fo dif- 
fruitful that (he never admitted any ftranger when 
Lady Barbara was not prefent ; (he therefore re* 
quefted to know who the perfon was and what his 
bufinefs. A letter with a roelTsge ugniipjug that 
the bearer, who was gone, would call the next 
morning for an anfwer, wa* brought to her, and 
a glance at the fuperfcription made her fufpeft it 
to be from Lord. Farnford ; but Hm was not fo fure 
of it as to warrant her refuting to open it, and al 
flie did not doubt her being proof againft agy >thmg 
his lordfhip could fay, (he ventured to break the 
feal*. and was equally dUplea&d and afaoiflfced to 
find the contents thefe : 

4 Pifibonrne, jd May* 
4 My dear Mifs Fitaaj>thur t 
1 I am recalted'fsom a Aate of exile, which your 
4 fcverity aqd the treachery of feme in trhem I 
4 confided made necetfary, -and from a tote of de- 
4 fpair, intolerable to a love tike mine, by the hope 
4 that I may now prevail an you to relet*. I learnt 
4 this" day that yon hare loft your father; a mf- 
4 fortune which,, *• ** *■ the occalion of grief to my 
4 Conftance, I lament; .and I am aifo t?kl the ex- 
4 pe&ations the world had formed of his wealth 
4 have been, by a conjun&ion of circumftanc^s 
4 balked. In this, as I have the means of anni- 
4 filiating the erU, I confefs I rejoice}— it may, 

'•it. 
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4 it rhuft foften your obduracy, and it puts wit hit* 

* my reach the greateft poflible. felicity. — Every irn- 

* pediment to my fuccefs is removed :— the prudence 

* of" accepting an offer which you have hitherto 

* difdainfully rejected mud be obvious to )*ou ; 

* chance has done that for me that my endeavours 
•- could -not ; and I can now with confidence look 
4 oft yon as mine. 

:\ After the efforts I liave made, and the victory 
it has gained over my juft refenunent of your late 
conduct, it is needlefs to urge the fincerity of my 
love. I am not angry at any former difappoint- 
mtnts ; 1 acquiefce in them willingly, becaufe I 
a*m convinced that all objections will be now fo 
countervailed a& to make you yield without re- 
luctance : you (hall name the time and place when 
and where this furrender of yourfelf fhall be 
made, provided you do not infifton any nnne* 
ceflary delay, to which you know me well 
enough -to believe I cannot fubmit. 
4 I have no reafon, and consequently no wifli to 
conceal my intention from Lady Barbara : her 
good fenfe and penetration will incline her to my 
intereft; and, however difpleafed fhe may, have 
been with my defeated precipitation, file rauft now* 
confider it as adding to the proofs, of my paffion 
for you, and will with pleafure refign her lovely 
daughter into the arms of a moil ardently ena- 
moured (band. 

* The profpeft of my uhlooked«fbr fuccefs 
i - * makes 
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* makes me giddy : — I can write of you and think 

* of you till I am in a fever :«— could I cornmuni- 

* cate the warmth of my affc&ion to you* I fhould 
4 be fupremely happy; a fhort time,- I do not 

* doubt, will effect this, and every aStiori of my 
4 life fhall be devoted to the purpofe. 

* I fend this letter by a fpeclal meftcnger, im« 

* powered to receive your fealed anfwer. I ihali 
4 immediately follow him, and will wait at Farn> 
4 ford till I know when I- may fee you : my lifters 
4 are ftill there, and if you would give me the 
4 meeting at a place you once favoured with your 
4 commendation, I would fpare you the trouble 

* of writing : we will not difpute *o whom the'vi- 
4 lit is made ; let them have the credit,' me the afd- 
4 - vantage :— but if ytfur extremeregard to pun&ilio 
4 Ihould forbid ihis, I will reft .contented with-per- 
4 minion to come to Marftonbuty, in hopes I fhall 
4 not quit it without the : completion of my withe*. 

4 With refpect to lucrative advantages,' though 
4 you have given me convincing' .evidence that 
4 you difregard them, it is fit I. fhduld fttisfy yofrr 
4 friends^ the cafual alteration in your views can 
4 have no effect on me, and. I (hallo think nothing 
4 too much to exprefs my gratitude, if you will re- 
1 ceive me without your* wonted referve, • and al- 
4 low me, to take from your Ujjfc the ratification df 
4 my pardon for ali.f6rmer:.indriigrcffions» J 

4 I {ball, with much greater impatience than 

4 your 
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* your fang frotd can imagine, wait your aafwtr, 
4 and for leave to prove myfelf, 

* Your mod devoted, your moft affectionate 

* FARNFORD.' 

The ftyle of this letter gave Mift Fitsarthur, the 
firft occafion <of remarking on the change he* la- 
ther's death had wrought ; while (he was imagined 
the hetrefs of wealth, eren Lord FarnfbrdY lan- 
guage was refpeclf ufl, now k was more than impro- 
perly familiar ; fee was angry at his confident ex- 
pectations of fuoeefs, and however, advantageous 
and honourable his propofal might be, in the man- 
ner of making it, it was infuitin£. But it was a 
fhort time (be could allow for ufelefs reflection ; 
die letter was to be anfaered, and though (he could 
not hefitate how it was to be done, yet how fie 
(houtd do ic was a queftion : (he knew him, flie had 
to deal with too well to think filence would di£» 
courage him, and was therefore obliged to direct 
her thoughts towards writing to him. ' Could (hie 
have done it, without diftreffiftg Lady Barbara by 
{hewing her the encouragement their. misfortunes 
had afforded, the would have begged her to exe- 
cute tins office for her v to give her pain was to ag- 
-gravatehec's, and rather than do fo, (he chofe to 
trull to her own heart, that it would enable her to 
Teprefent, as forcibly as (he felt, her utter avcr- 
fion to comply with his lordfhip's offer. 

That her mother might not 'perceive any thing 

had 
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had difbrdered her, when (he heard her coming, flic 
retired up (burs, and .began to reflect on the pro* 
priety of concealing Lord Farnford's letter : (he 
weighed the reafons on both (ides ; and fiartted as 
if ilruck by a. fla(h Of lightning, when a -thought 
came into her mind, that perhaps* her intended ret 
je&ion of htm was unwarrantable. The diftra&ed 
ftate of their affairs could be by no way to effedfcu* 
ally relieved as by accepting his propof al ; it 
would end all her mother's ansity F r her, and 
was in every point of view fo advantageous a com 
nexion thar, doakl ihe conquer her difltke, the 
evening of her forvivirig parent's life might yet be 
Happy : in reftrfing it, (he had no profpe& that did 
not include rrtifery. Erpofed continually to his 
t>erfecution, to poverty, to contumely, to reproach 
for unjuftifiable pride and preference Of her own 
inclination to the permanent interCfts of her family^ 
fee feared ihemuft no longer re/o fe that which the 
would have rather died 'than accept. Summing up 
all arguments, (he found that 'fir this facrihec there* 
Was all that regarded her mother's happkiefs and 
her own fafety ; againft it her * abhorrence -of -Lord 
Famford, her deteflatien of his iibertintfm, and 
Superadded to all, and more forcible -than 7 all, a 
ftift remaining and not to be eradicated affc&ien : f6r 
LonlCa-lorne :• ttOtwJthftandifcg "he "had deceived 
hfer, nWwktUkadtofc (he1fed^Jrfbn«to think him 
equity itnmwal, ttil ^cufrftionsW^im were writ* 
Wh in feod^ White the IXtkak!* delicacy of hie at* 

tarhmenf 
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tachment to her, the' frkndflup be had manikftei 
for her, his care to prevent, all uneafinefs from 
reaching her, and the ten thoufond virtues (he ima- 
gined (he had difcovered in him, were indelibly 
engraven on her heart: that he had irnpofed on 
her was to her more, a difappointment than a caufe 
of anger: his departure from his engagement could 
not juftify her following his example : perhaps he 
roigjit yet explain his conduct f. perhaps much (he 
had heard had been exaggerated : but were fuch 
refined notions and contingent probabilities to coun- 
terbalance the peace (he might, by refuting to liften 
to them purchafc for her mother ? Were ideal 
virtue and . fpeculajtive honour to oppofe an a& in 
itfelf laudable, and in it's confequences beneficial ? 
and what right had (he to claim an exemption from 
the neceflity of fubmitting to circumftances ? An- 
fwering thefe queftions impartially, flie perceived 
that' (he might err, even by confeientioufly pre- 
ferring a, ilate, where (he was not afiured of a pro- 
vifiony to that which held out to her every tempta- 
tion, excepting peace of mind ; had no one befide 
herfclf fuffered by her firmnefs, (lie could not /or 
a moment have deliberated : (he would have chofen 
the mod laborious fervitude (he , was capable of, 
rather than any thing , JUord. Farnford could 
promife ; but the intereftof another was far dearer 
to. her than her. own, and buruihg in#> tears, (he 
refolved that every confideration fhouid give way 
to filial duty, to tell ]*ord Farnford ingenuoufly 

what 
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what were the motives to her compliance,** -to re* 
prefent to him the deficiency of her affection,— to 
refer him to Her mother, and, with her approba* 
fion to truft to that (lender fecurity his honour,*— 
that he would not revenge by ill-ufage her yet fuc- 
cefsful endeavours to avoid him* 

The talk of refilling him was enviable compared 
to that of accepting him : (he dared not think of 
what die was about to do, but haftily fat down 
to addrefs him whom fhe feared (he muft foon 
acknowledge her lord. ^Vhat words to chufc* 
or how to fay any thing to him that was not ex- 
prcffive of diilike, was a matter of the greateft dif- 
ficulty :■— (lie took out his letter, read it over again, 
hoping to iVimuiate herfeif, by his profeflion of re- 
gard, to fomething like a return : — it was in vain, 
every line difgufted her (till more t (he could not, 
even by reprefenting to herfeif the difintereftcdnefs 
of his attachment and his generality in ftill perfe- 
veriog, kindle, the leaft fpark of affection in her 
brcaft : — his love was licentious, it was not meli- 
orated by friendfliip, nor was that eftcem an ingre- 
dient in it, without which it ceafes to be a virtue, 
and can no longer than it is fed by novelty be du- 
rable. 

Thinking on the fubject did bat the more difa- 
ble her from acting; the victory over her'prejudices 
was, at any rate, to be obtained, and therefore flat* 
tering herfeif with recollecting that pain, no 
more than pieafure is fo great as in expectation, 

Vol. II. D with 
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with the profpeft of contributing to her mother 9 * 

happinefs, if (lie cpuld conceal her relu dance, and 
the hope of enjoying Lady Maria'* intimate ac- 
quaintance, (he cherifked a tranlient flow of fpiritt 
and wrote : 

4 My Lord, 
« ♦ * The confeioufnefs that I increafe the fuffer- 

* ings of a valued parent, the potfibility of relieve 

* ing them, and the dread of farther mifery, oblige 

* me to do violence to my inclination.— -1 mult be 
4 * wretched, and can only hope to avoid making 

* another fo. — rYou are not ignorant of my fenti- 
4 ments : — eitimate my misfortunes by my faying 

* that, though they remain unchanged, they fhall 
4 not oppofe you. — Your application mufl be -made 

* to Lady Barbara Fitzarthur, and, 

So fur (he proceeded; farther fhe -could not'i 
one moment Khe thought it a .juftifiable, the nett a 
feandalous compliance ,— — fhe could not approve it: 
the tears gufhed from her eyes, the threw away the 
pen (lie had writen with; tore 'the (heet of paper 
through the middle, and became immoderately agi- 
fated, N 

It was in this firuation whh Lord Fa rn ford's let- 
ter and that ihe had torn lying on the tablr before 
her, that Lady Barbara, whom her 1 ing abience 
had made uneafy, found her ; terrified at an ap- 
pearance which Jtrongly induced a fufpicion that 
flie was out of her fenfes, fhe afltcd the caufe of 
her tears, but could get no anfwer.; nor was flic 

more 
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more fuccefsful in her inquiry whom fhe was writ* 
tng to : /lie took up the letters, and readthat which 
was incomplete, without the gratification of her 
curiofky : the myltery was explained by a tranfient 
glance over the other, and what had palled in Con- 
fiance's mind, and the caufe of her prefent diftrefs 
were difcovered < fhe laid the letters again on the 
table, and drawing a chair, (aid ;-— Do you know» 
my dear, what you are doing ?— Why did you not 
(hew me that letter ?-*- 1 would- have anfwered it for 
you ;*-»you rnuft not write fo :-«-I fee what motive 
has actuated you, and am lure you fay truly that 
you do violence to your own inclination s— I am 
forry you have fo little confidence as for a moment 
to think it prudent to accept poiitive mifery that you 
may avoid a poffible and more fupportable evil.—* 
Has Lord Calorne abfolutely renounced his inten* 
lions ?— Are you fare our misfortunes will detach 
him from, you ?-*-till then you are not at liberty 
even if you cbofe it, to marry Lord Farnford. 

Had Conftance been in the la ft ftate of ftupefac* 
tion fuch a dagger as thi3 would have roufed her % 
it recalled her powers of recolle&ion, it enabled 
her to fpeak, and, for the firft time, to tell Lady 
Barbara (he was deceived in Lord Calorne.*— I hope 
•fcot, flis replied :— you want courage my dear girl, 
*- he is not lb mercenary, and our affairs may yet 
tnend.—O, Madam, anfwered Mife Fitzarthur, if 
it were not that I rouft add to your afflictions* I 
would give you fuch proofs of His bafenefs, as even 

Da. I, par- 
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1, partial as 1 am, dare not reje£fc : — it is he wh# 
forced me/ to leave Mrs. Stavenell's, and he has 
broken my heart ; — I cannot tell you more now :— 
you fhall'know all at another time. Lady Barbara's 
countenance changed ; {he rofe, and faying to her 
daughter— I will not diftrefs you,— try to compofe 
your fpirits, and I will he with you in half an 
hour, quitted the room. 

Conftance faw the neceffity of revealing the whole 
of Lord Calorne'a conduct, and hoped when re* 
lieved of this burden fhe fliould be happier ; {lie 
therefore endeavoured to colled herfelf, and deter- 
mined to tell Lady Barbara of everything, fo rifque 
reprehenfion for weaknefs in {till retaining her a£» 
feltion, which though file expected her mother 
Would condemn, toe hoped {he would pity. 

The tears were in Lady Barbara's eyes when {he 
returned, but {he neverthelefs encouraged her 
daughter, and heard from her as coherent and cir- 
cumstantial a narration of all that had befallen her 
while in London as the agitated {late of her fpirits. 
would allow her to giv* : it was now unneceflary 
to fay that Lord Calorne's imposition had ruined 
her peace ; what fhe fafEered in relating the parti- 
culars of it plainly evinced her feelings. 

Neither understanding nor temper were ever bet- 
ter adapted to the purpofes of confolation than La- 
dy Barbara's : at a time when {he herfelf flood in 
need of every fupport, {he preached fubmiffion to 
her weeping daughter j fhe fympathized with her; 

C fhe 
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ffie commended her retreat from town, and the rc- 
fohition with which (he had behaved ; but gently 
blamed her for not having fooner informed her of 
her fituatioo, both with refpcft to Lord Farnford 
and Lord Culorne : ftxe acknowledged herfelf de- 
ceived in her opinion of the latter, and feveral 
times queftioned Conftance as to the proof (he had 
of what flic had heard ; even in her correct judg* 
ment it was indifputable, and file no longer urged 
her daughter's engagement to him as a reafon for 
her forbidding Lord Farnford's hopes, but her 
averfion to him was argument fufficient : She there- 
fore undertook to anfwer the proportion, which (he 
did by acknowledging the honour intended her 
daughter, by pofiaively declining it, and by a ci- 
vil intimation that, fhould he folicit her any fur* 
iher, her friends would interefr. themfeives for her. 
The fervant called, as he had promifod the next 
morning, and was the bearer of this equally unex- 
pected and unwelcome repulfe to his mailer* 

Con fiance felt her mind eafed by the difclofure 
of her grief, and thinking it criminal to harbour 
an affc&ton,. which reafon and honour, loudly com- 
manded her to reprefs, longer than was neceflary 
to efface its impreflion, (lie left nothing undone 
that would obliterate the remembrance of Lord Ca- 
lorne, and fubmitted. without murmuring to her 
fate. What flie had feen of the world had fo dif- 
gufted her that (he felt no reluctance in retiring 
from, it; aad Hie had fo fully experienced the in* 
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efficacy of external happinefs to produce mental 
tranquillity, that (he eftimated her lofs of fortune 
as little ; her grief for the death of her father was 
at firft cxceffive, and for fotne weeks violent, but 
it fettled at length into a calm melancholy, which 
ihe would have indulged, had not the neceffity of 
exerting he ri elf to cheer her mother forbidden even 
this unenvied pleafurc* , 


CHAP. X. 


ACCOMMODATION 

LADY BARBARA'S profpea in * 
little time brightened : the perfon who had 
the next greateft intereft to Sir Edward*s in the 
uavigation, and who was her truftee, wa9 indefati- 
gable in hi9 endeavours to ferve her, from a con- 
viction that it was his confent and advice that had 
involved her : his hopes of fuccefs in making the- 
canal were well-founded • perfeverancer was the 
chief thing required, and having rendered almoft 
impoffible the intervention of fuch accidents as had 
hitherto impeded them, the adventurers did not 

defpair 
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rffefpair of a return of their money. This gentle- 
man would willingly have repaid what Sir Edward 
had advanced, and have' taken his (hare of the pro- 
fit r but he alfo had. {trained every nerve to cany 
on the undertaking,, and could not raife fo large a 
fum, he therefore made Lady Barbara a very equi- 
table propofal r to allow her annually 3 col. and her 
daughter iool. till the work was completed ; civ 
condition that they then made a proportionable 
abatement in their fhare of the advantages : thU 
fee accepted,, and with regard to the eftatc it was 
agreed that it ftiould be let altogether for a year : 
what this would produce it was computed would 
pay the mtereft of the mortgage, for that fpace ; 
and by the fale of thofe articles which could not be 
deemed belonging to the houfe, it was hoped the 
remaining creditors might be fatisfied. 

Amidft all her various difappointments'and afflic- 
tions, Sir Edward Fitzarthur's widow had the com- 
fort of feeing all concerned in her affairs content: 
«ven thofe who had the moft at ftake were fo con- 
vinced of their fecurity. in depending on her, and 
fo interefted for her, that x a provifion for her was 
firft thought on : her fcrupulous honour, .her fe- 
gacity, her knowledge of accounts, and her anxie- 
ty, left any one fhould fuffer by forbearance, pre- 
judiced all who had any bufinefs to tranfaft with 
her ; and manv believed that, had Jhe been 
Sir Edward's fteward, the difficulties by which 
his family were embarraffi'd had been efcaped. 
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Her plan of life was fobn fettled, (he took a fmarl 
Loufe at a few miles did ant, whither die purpofed 
retiring with her daughter, as foon as (he had a 
profpecl of letting Marftonbury : (he retained two 
of her fervants who were moft attached to her ; 
and with heroical fortitude, and a becoming con- 
tempt for fubl unary enjoyments, accommodated 
herfelf to the change without ever being heard to 
repine at it, or to charge, as (he furely might, Sir 
Edward's love of oftentatious parade, and his in- 
dulgence of a line tafte as the caufe of her misfor- 
fo/tunes. 

A new fource of forrow augmented the difficulty 
which Conftance found in fupporting herfelf under 
calamities, which while they oppreft, enervated her : 
Lady Maria Peryton, whofe health had ever been 
precarious, was in a fhort time after her coming to 
Farnford-park, feized with a fever that terminated 
a blamciefs life, in lefs than a month after Conftance* 
loft her father. Notwithstanding (he had renoun- 
ced all expectation of future pleafure to be derived 
from" her friend (hip, the ilroke was fevere ; one of 
the few who were fincerely concerned in her wel- 
fare was gone, and recollecting the many kind- 
neffes (lie had (hewn her,- and the delightful hours 
they had fpent -together wh.e>a they had chid the 
ha fty- footed time for parting them: though thefe 
were circumftances which gratified her in the re- 
trofpeel, fo increafed her affliction, that left (he 
fhould be incapacitated from performing thofe lit* 

tie 
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tie- offices for Lady Barbara, which filial piety and • 
perfonal efteem for the objedt of it, made her wil*- 
lingly undertake, {he was. forced to be guilty of 
that which fhe condemned as ingratitude, and by 
every means to drive. Lady Maria from her 
thoughts*. 

She had now.no one female friend excepting her 
mother, near her; there were,, it is true, feveral 
ladies who.had been her companions before fhe went ' 
to London,, flill in the place; but as Sir Edward's 
manner of living; repelled intimacy, her acquain- 
tance never extended farther than an airing with 
them on horfeback, or an invitation to dinner : fuchr 
attachments as thefe it is no wonder fhould ceafe 
when it. was- no longer in her power to return ci- 
vilities,. Lord and Lady Reycolm's intention of 
returning fobmo England -had been thwarted by 
accidents and* a neceffity of vifiting relations feat* 
tered in diftant parts of the continent : fhe had cVer 
been an uncertain correspondent, her letters were, 
little more than excufes for omiffions and lifts of 
engagements ; and Mifs Eitzarthur had not heard 
from her fince fhe came to Marfbnbury, nor knew 
fhe where to direct to he*j fo that every poflibility 
of lightning, her affii&ion.by, the potent fympathy 
of friendfhip was cut off. 

Thedifcovery made on Sir Edward's deceafo 
fully accounted for many particulars of his con- 
duct which had .before appeared irreconcilable with,. 
Us general temper : his anger at Lord ReycolmV 

D £. departures 
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departure from his intention, his earneftncfsfor 
Lord Farnford, and his ready acceptance of the laft 
match propofed to him for his daughter, were no 
longer myfteries ; knowing the defperate ftate *f 
his affairs he naturally wifhed her difpofed of, and 
when (he confide red the reafon he had for being 
anxious oo that head, fhe could not but think her 
obligations to him very great, for having forborne 
to urge farther what was fo repugnant to her* 
inclination. Perhaps Lord Drumferne's acqui— 
efccnce in his fons's change of fentiments might 
be traced to a principle fomething (imilar ; he 
was certainly aware that Sir Edward was enga- 
ging too deeply, and he might forefee that any 
connexion with his family would be difad vantage-' 
ous. Thefe circum (lances, weighed, it occurred to* 
Conftance that a clue was to be found which (hould- 
lead to Lord Calorne's motives for his condudt ; 
(he fuppofed that when he firft declared himfelf he 
was of the generaL opinion that her fortune would 
be confiderable, that he had afterwards, heard how 
her father was involved, and that therefore he had* 
cooled, as knowing fuch a match would be im- 
prudent ; — that retaining dill fome part of his re* 
gard for her, this neceflity had occalioned the de- 
jection of his fpirits, which had fc* alarmed her, 
and that, being; unwilling to defert for mercenary 
reafons, he had'fuffered- his affection ,o get the bet- 
ter of every impediment and had madly urged her 
to marry' him privately'. Thus Lord Ca orne 

flood 
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flood acquitted, and Conftance blamed herfelf for 
her precipitate judgment of him* but fhe forgoc 
> the molt iubftantial juilification of what fhe had' 
.done ;— What was become of Mlfs Greyburne and 
his children ?— how did fhe reconcile his hegociat- 
ing a marriage with Mifs Ecklow, while he was fo- 
liciting her, to her notions of his honour, and her 
confidence that he could no^ do wrong ? When ^ 
fhe recoiieCteu theie obltacleb to her thinking well 
of him file was bewildered in doubt^and her -deli- 
beration generally concluded in a flood of tears : 
ffer avoiding, even by a method not ftriitl) war* 
rentable, the fhipwreck her fortunes had undergone 
file could not blame him* on the contrary fhe re- 
joiced that fhe had brought no mifcry on him ; but 
for his duplicity, and for his affuming a character 
in order to impoe on her r even Miis Fitzarthur,, 
his beft advoca>te r his partial judge, could not 
deem him iefs than extremely reprehenfible. 

In a very fhdrt time after Lady Barbara had fig- 
nified her intention of letting Marftonbury, a te- 
nant was procured for it, and the expectations 
formed of this advantage were not disappointed :. 
the leafe was to commence frim the enfuing Chrift- 
mas, when fhe agreed to quit the houfe, and pur- 
pofed taking pr.fleflion of her humble habitation : 
every thing was lettled to her fatisfaftion, and fhe 
had now no earrtvy iblicitude excepting that, for her 
daughter; but it was" evident that notuitnilanding 
her relignation and fortitude, her confutation gave 
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way, and Conftance, with the moil pungent for- 
row, faw her health daily declining : all the com- 
fort and fupport fhe could adm'mifter, Lady Bar- 
bara experienced from her, who when her heart was- 
torn by ten thoufand painful remembrances, and. 
awed by her mother's approaching danger, often 
forced herfelf to aflume a fi&kious chearfulnefs. 

Lord Drumferne's friendfliip for Lady Barbary,. 
though it ftiraulated him to fome exertions for her,, 
wanted that cordiality which foftens the receipt 
of favours, and what he did was done as if to rid ; 
himfelf of the odium of neglecting her : an accident 
happening which prevented her having the houfe (he- 
had taken, and the family who were coming to Mar- 
.fionbuny wiihmg for. a little time to make alterations, 
for their convenience, he invited her to come over- 
to him : to this, left fhe fhould be obliged to leave 
the houfe fhe had let, before me could fix on ano- 
ther, file confented ^ and it was agreed that fix- 
weeks before Cnriftmas fhe fhould quit Marfton- 
bury, and with her daughter become her brother's ■ 
gueft:: a neceffity to which fee yielded rather fronv 
fear that her declining it fhould offend, than from* 
any readinefs to increafe her obligations where 
they were much prized and fgaringly dealt. 
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*TpHJEKE had for forae years refided in tfi« 
. neighbourhood of Marftonbury a family with» 
whom Sir Edward and Lady Baibara Fitzarthur had, 
lived on terms of clofer intimacy than with any. 
other: the gentleman, a Mr. Aiftrey, was a Weft 
India merchant, and his wife had been a. fchooU 
fellow, of Lady Barbara'*, which circumftance, and 
a mutual efleem and affection fubfifting between the? 
ladies, made their vifits to each other frequent*. 
They had an. only daughter juft entering her eight-- 
eenth year, in. whom all Mr.. Aiftrey's hopes were, 
centered; {he- pofTeiTed a large fhare of beauty, and. 
being known the heirefa to her father's fortune, at-- 
traded obferyation, and raifed, her father's expecta- 
tions of eftablifhing her in the world,, to a pitch, o£, - 
-enthufiafm :. this young lady had manifefted a more, 
"than ordinaiy degree of attachment to'Cpnftance,., 
which was returned oa her part by that regard* 
which our believing ourfelvcs dear, to another has 
a, tendency to excite, but as their underftanding : 
and inclinations were very different, their intimacy 
wanted the effentials of friendship. 

. When, 
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When the time fixed for Lady Barbara's quit- 
ting Marftonbury was nearly arrived, Mrs. Aif- 
fcrey, who*had macle her many confolatory vifits, 
wrote to her in the moft polite and affectionate 
terms, defiringthat Mil* Fitzarthur might, when 
Ber mother went to Lord Drumferoe's, come to« 
them, and fpend fome time with them in London r 
whither, at the -beginning of December, they pur- 
pofed goings ; alledging the bad confequences of her 
beings confined in the country while her fpirits- 
were fo weak, and affuring her that fhe fhould live- 
with them in the way bcft calculated to difpel the 
gloom, which being the partner of her melancholy 
could not fail to increafe* This invitation, which* 
was confidered by Lady Barbara as a lingular in-* 
ftance of benevolence, fhe immediately communi- 
cated to her daughter ; but Gonftance could* not ad- 
mit the idea of a fecond reparation ; to leave her, ; 
and when her health was in a precarious ftate, fhe 
eould on no account confent to,, and fhe begged; 
that it mjght be declined. But Lady Barbara- re- 
prefented to her that, after the reverfe of fortune 
irthich they had experienced, to reje& favours /wasf 
equally imprudent and unbecoming, that, if this 
*»fit had nothing to attract her, it would be bene- 
ficial by detaching her attention from objects which 
Cttuld only reatw the remembrance of their misfor- 
tunes; and that fhe knew of nothing in the world 
Which wouhj; fo probably reftore the calmnefs of 
her fpirits, and enable her to look with confidence ' 
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a* the prbfpe& before her, as the fociety and exajn* 
ple of Mrs. Aiftrey, to whofe many amiable qua- 
lities and improved talents Conftance was no flran- 
ger, and who had fhcwn her fitnefs for what file 
undertook, by having borne with fortitude the af- 
fliction of lofing many children,, and that, dill x 
greater, of being againfl her confent married to a* 
man- infinitely inferior to her in underftanding, and 
thirty years older than herfelf* 

Whatever cHflike Conftance felt to leaving her 
Brother and again entering the world, when Lady 
Barbara faid that, as Lord Drumferae's invitation, 
feemed more* the refuit of duty than friendfhip, fhe> 
fliould be happier to have her difpofed of other- 
wife, (he no longer, oppofed her, and a promiie 
Was returned to Mrs. Aiftrey that Mifs Fitzarthuu 
mould come to her* 

It was fortunate for Conftance that the interval 
preceding, the time appointed was fo fully employed 
as to leave her little opportunity of indulging her 
own thoughts - elfe the being compelled as it wer# 
to quit the place of her birth, with the addition of 
fo many painful circumftances, would have funk 
ker to her loweft ftate of melancholy. *The morn- 
ing of her departure arrived,, and ihe prepared to bid 
an eternal adieu to Maritonbury :, fhe wa$ to travel 
with Lady Barbara the firft feven miles, they were 
then to feparate, and Mr. Aiftrey's carriage was to- 
ffleet Mifs-Fitzarthur, and carry her the remaining ■ 
Ave miles. But not all- her ende'avourt to fpare 

her 
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her mother pain could enable her to conceal the- 
forrow this parting occafioried her ; and fo unwilling, 
was (he even now to go from her,, that Lady Bar- 
bara, whofe grief, though fupprefTed, Conftance. 
knew to be as great ad her own, found herfelf under 
a ntceffity of haftening to proceed on her journey, 
to Lord Drumferne's, left contrary to her judg- 
ment fhe fhould be prevailed on by her daughter's, 
relutfance to do any thing. difrefpectful to her va- 
lued friend Mrs. Aiftrey.. 

When her tears,, when her entreaties thati what- 
ever was her lot, fhe might not be feparated from' 
her mother, were found of no avail,, fhe tore her- 
felf from her, with no conlblation excepting that 
of indulging her feelings. She foon reached Mr- 
Aiftrey's houfe, and was received by him with— 
Oh I am glad you are come at lafr, my young la- 
dy, fojr Polly has. been, fretting becaufe you didn't 
come : by Mrs. Aiftrey with the language which, 
good fenfe teaches benevolence ; and by Mifs Polly, 
herfelf with proteftations that fhe had been longings 
above an age to fee her- 

Near a twelvemonth had elapfed without Con- 
fiance's meeting Mifs Aiftrey, fhe having fpent the, 
whole of the preceding winter at Bath, where her. 
mother was confined by illnefs, and not having ac- 
companied her. in any of her vifits to Marfton- 
bury fince Sir Edward Fitzarthur's death, which- 
omiftxon was accounted for firft by her abfence, fhe 
being with a relation in. the next county, and when, 

fh* 
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ihc returned home and was inquired after by 
Lady Barbara, Mrs. Aiftrey gave as an apolo- 
gy that her daughter had not fuffictent folidity ia 
her compofitian either to give or receive plea** 
fure from vifits of condolence : this intimation 
had informed Conflance that her mind was in it* 
original ftate, but on feeing her, fhe found a won* 
derful alteration in her perfon ; all that the year 
had omitted to beflow on her intellectual^ part waa 
Iavifhed on the corporeal ; fhe was a heroine of 
enormous fize ! Her countenance w.as flill fine, hec 
features thofe of an Apollo : had fhe affected dig-* 
nity flie. had been majeftic ; but the levity of hec 
mind counteracting the ponderofi.ty of her body, ilia 
was a medley of incongruities : he* height, which* 
though ilie was young, would hardly admit of 
increafe, was rendered more remarkable by her. ftyle 
of drefs ; (he never forbore wearing any thing be?- 
caufe it was unbecoming 5. but having been capti- 
vated by the appearance of the dancers at the opera, 
flie afluraed a manner fimilar to their's, and forget- 
ting that her perfon was neither calculated nor in* 
tended for fuch exhibition, flic judged of what they 
wore by its effedt when on them, and became a carU 
cature. All the compreflive powers of whalebone 
were exerted in vain to make her fhape, 

* Fine by degrees and beautifully lefs :' 
Tbey changed what might have been eafy corpu- 
lency into afthmatic oppreffion, and no vanity lefa 

than, 
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than Mils Aiftrey's could have borne the purga- 
tory (he endured. 

Confbmce had not been many hours in the houfc* 
before (lie perceived that Polly was the principal, 
perfon in the family; her inclination, was the rule 
©f her father's conduct, and, in all queftions, he* 
with an inexcufable and abfurd partiality, always* 
fided with her, without the leaft refpecl to his wife 
Mifs was impatient to go to London, and was ma- 
noeuvring to prevail on her father to fet Cut the 
next day, though his intention was to have (laid a 
fortnight longer in the country* Mrs. Aiftrey had 
declared her difapprobation of fo hafty a removal, 
and now reprefented the inconveniencies of it, fay* 
ing,— Surely, Mary, as Mifs Fitzarthur is come»- 
you cannot think it dull. But mifs's defire to quit 
the odiou* country was too great to allow her pay- 
ing her vifitor the compliment- her mother expected,, 
and (he again refumed her felicitation in the perfua- 
five terms of — Now do papa — pray papa — let us go 
papa— and if you'll let us go, papa, you d'ont 
know how^ood I'll be. 

It would have been a phenomenon not yet feen, 
if (he, whofe caprice had for feventeen years go- 
verned; had been in this infhmce thwarted : per- 
feverance always wrought on her father as reafon* 
did on her .mother, and (he had new caufe for exul- 
tation. Mr. Aiftrey fondly kifled his darling, and 
promifed aquiefcence ; at the fame time obferving tor 
Mifs Fitzarthur that Polly ruled the roaft* for that 

he 
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he could not refufe his dear little puppet any thing ; 
and, feeing her {mile, ,he added, with a fjgnificant 
wink, that a time might come when fhe might 
not think him fo great a fool as fhe did tnen. 

The remainder of the day was fpent in prepara- 
tions^for their departure, and Conflance when alone 
with this primum mobile of the- family, could not 
forbear expreiling her concern that Mrs. Aiitrey 
went to town againft her inclination — but this the 
young lady treated as a fubjeft not worth a 
thought* 

Conftance was fufficiently acquainted with Mifs 
Aiftrey to keep her expectations of the pleafure {he 
fliould derive from being with her at a very mode- 
rate height ; but (he now difcovered fuch a felfiih 
concern for her own gratification, fuch a want of 
sefpect to her mother, and fuch difregard of every 
thing that was commendable, that {he could only 
hope her vifit would not be very difagreeable : plea- 
{ant {he could not expect it to be, and (he feared 
that a farther analyfis of the characters of Mfv 
Aiftrey and his Polly would make her regret {till 
more the ,neceffity which had driven her from 
Martfonbury* 
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ASCENDENCY. 

*HE morning which was to confirm MifsAiftrey'r 
victory and complete herwifhes, arrived, and" 
file was made happy by feeing herietf in the road 
to London : many things occurred to remembrance 
at the moment of departure which were neceflary. 
for the journey, but all was left to the charge of the 
fervants, that (he might not be forced to fubmit to 
delay. No very pleating circum fiances fhortened 
the way : Mrs. Atflrey was in an ill ftate of health, 
and the hafty preparation flic, for the fake of peace,, 
had made, had hurried and fatigued her; hen 
daughter's volubility would feidom allow her ta 
interpofe a word, and the manifefr. delight which 
her hufband took in feeing his puppet pleafed, made 
him liften with lefs attention to what Mrs.- Aiftrey 
faid than good manners required., He washimfelf 
a man of no converfation, and had a very fcanty 
portion of intellect :. the early part of his life hai 
been devoted to getting money, and now his whole 
foul was abforbed in a blind affection for his da ugh* 
ter ; an affection which had fcarcely more than in- 
ftinft to juftify it, but. was carried, to extravagance * 
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lie faw none of her failings, he difcovered lb her 
virtues, to which flie neither had, nor d^fired to 
have any pretentions ; and mi (taking a prompti- 
tude to fpeak For an ability to judge, he implicitly 
fuffered himfelf to be guided by that which he had 
•not difcernment to perceive was childifh and mo- 
mentary' caprice. His fondnefs inftcad of produ- 
cing gratitude in her, and a confequent endeavour to 
merit his kindnefs, encouraged her to improve it, 
by every poflible means, to her own immediate ad- 
vantage : little •exertion was neceflary on her part 
. to fecure the continuance of his affe&ion ; his pre* 
<pofleffion in her favour magnified what he thought 
-commendable, and annihilated what fliould have 
been the fubje# of reprehenfion, She was, how- 
ever, fo far careful as to conceal from him what ihc 
imagined might difoblige him, and fo far conde- 
fcending as to pretend a ftrong attachment to him, 
for as with him relied the power,, it behoved her as 
ftie valued pleafure to preferve him always in a diir 
pofkion to indulge her : fully taught by experience 
*hat, in all cjueitionfc between her and her mother, 
Mr. Aiftrey woufd decide in her favour, fhe paid no 
Attention to any arguments ufed to oppofe her ab- 
furdities ; her inclination gave the law, her grad- 
uation was the end fought, and to that every 
impediment was forced to yield. 

Their arrival in London the next evening raifed 
Mifs Aiftrey's fpirits above temperate ; yet, like all 
the votaries of caprice, (he was diflatished though in 

poueffion 
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pofTcttion of the happinefs {he fo ardently longed 
for : (he now began to lament the fituatjon of her 
father's iioufe : Bedford-row was a moft (hocking 
place to live in, fo out of the world nobody could 
come near it :■— This appeared by the anfwers flic 
received to be an exhaufkd topic, Mrs. Aiftrey beg* 
ged her to be contented, and Mr. Aiftrey faid he 
had often told her he would not renew his leafe, 
but be mufl flay in the houfe till that was 
expired. 

At length by their arrival at their deftined port thit 
heterogeneous party was, to Conftance's great relief* 
feparated : a fcene of hurry now enfued the woman 
who had the care of the houfe, not having been be* 
forehand apprized of their intention had made no pre* 
paration to receive them ; no fires were lighted, the 
room doors were to be unlocked, and many of the 
keys were not, in fuch confufion, to be found : the 
fervants who were to come from the country houfe 
had been fo detained that they were not yet arrived $ 
and every thing, by prefenting a new inconve* 
nience, cenfured this unnecefTary precipitation : a 
Ihort time however rcftored matters to a tolerable 
"degree of order $ and gave hopes of enjoying fome* 
thing like peace and quiet nefs. Mrs* Aiilrey was 
exceffively fatigued ; but her daughter who could 
neither reft herfelf nor fufFer any- on'e elfe to reft, 
was in all parts of the houfe ; nothing being found 
to entertain her at home, fhe, under pretence of 
the chillnefs and dampneTs which the want of 

4 previous 
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previous fire? oceafioned, fent to a lady in the 
neighbourhood to know if fhe would fee her : for- 
tunately for Mifs Aftrey's family (he was at home, 
and accepted her offer. \Vhcn fhe was gone Mr, 
Aiftrey fet out for the coffee-houfe, and the two 
iadies were left to enjoy that tranquillity to -which* 
-tfrom the moment of Conftance's coming, they had 
:been ftrangtrs. 

About nine o'clock Mr. Aiftrey returned home, 
and, in lefs than an hour* his daughter, cfcorted 
by a gentleman who fhe had met on her viiit, and 
who Conftance found was 1 well known to the fa« 
mily : Mr. Aiftrey received him with much cor- 
diality ; his wife with rather a diftant civility: 
4iis name was Berneil, and his drefs befooke him 
a foldier » he Teemed perfectly at home* his deport- 
ment was free to a degree of rudenefs, and he 
treated Mifs Aiftrey with fuch familiarity as nothing, 
iefs than the levity of her behaviour could excufe* 
her folicitude to fhew her authority over him difco* 
yeied that he was one of her admirers, and her 
mother's manner of treating him that it was notjfe? 
/Who had fingled him out ; but in proportion as fhe 
was cool towards him, the young lady encouraged 
'him, and fhe feconded her father's invitation to 
him to ftay fupper, though fhe faw^the fatigue of 
■the day -made Mr«» AUtrey wifh to retire, and 
though the recent arrival, of the fervants made it 
inconvenient and improper. He leadily accepted 
*tbe invitation, and Mrs* Aiftrey, who feemei 
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"aware of the reftraint'her prefence was, chofe rather 
to poftpone her reft than to leave a company which 
without her would have been very difagreeable to 
Mifs Fitzarthur, At length fupper -concluded 5 
*t a little after midnight Captain Berneil went 
away, and Conftance and Mifs Aiftrey retired to 
their refpe&ive chambers. 

The next morning as foon as Conftance, after a 
refreftung night's deep, fofc, Mifs Aiftrey came 
to her, to aflc her to go after breakfaft with her to 
her milliner's, which the former agreed to, on con- 
dition Mrs. Aiftrey approved it, mifs changed the 
difcourfe, and aiked her opinion of him whom fhe 
called her captain : flie replied, I muft not fay any 
thing againft him ; but if he was not your 
* captain, I mould fay I neither liked his^appear- 
ance nor his behaviour. — Not like his appear- 
ance nor behaviour ? returned Mifs Aiftrey ; to be 
fure he's little, but he's exceflive genteel, and he 
keeps company with all the people of fafti.— If you 
was to be with him a little while, you'd hear what 
great acquaintance he has : What is it, my dear 
creature, that you diflike in him ? — His amazing 
familiarity, faid Conftance:— I fhould have felt 
very uneafy if any gentleman had behaved to me 
as he did to you ; — I was really in pain for you, 
for it diftrefles one very much.— Oh ! as for that, 
replied Mifs Aiftrey, he and I are old friends ; I 
knew him laft winter at Bath, and I can make him 
behave juft as I pleafe :— if I frown, he dares not 
, . . . fpeak 
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fpeak, and I love to my heart to torment him. 
—I hope his brother won't die, for then I mud de- 
termine, and that will put an end to my fport. 

Has he a brother in danger of dying ? Conftance 
afeed-<-Yes, returned Mifs Aiftrey, he has been 
dying ever fince I knew the captain, and if he dies, 
papa fays I fhail have Berneil, becaufe then the 
pretty fprig will' be Sir William :— how do you 
think Lady Berneil will found ?— He'll have a 
monftrous fortune :— you can't conceive, my dear 
creature, how I am diverted to hear poor little 
Billy wifhing his brother would be fo obliging as 
to die; but I. hope he'll hold, out this, winter.— 
What then, faid Conftance, you do not like Cap- 
tain Berneil ?— I don't know whether I do or I 
don't, Mifs replied :— I believe I fhould be foon 
tire-d of the monkey, though he's monftrous good- 
natured :— I can do what I will with him, and 
that's the xrhief thing you know ;— but there's one 
m the world— can you keep a fecret ?— Mifs Fitz- 
arthur' profefled fhe could ,not, and begged fhe 
might not be truftcd ; notwithftanding which" her 
talkative, companion continued,— Well but I muft 
tell you,— Conftance again declined her confidence, 
but fhe, not difcouraged, taking on herfctf to an- 
swer fpr her f whom (lie was about to' truft that (fie 
would not Way 'her, and, ' repenting, having 
called what fhe had xo' communicate a fecret, re- 
. fumed,— You muft know I went lari fummer to pay 
a nfit to a younjr lady, a neice f my mother ^ a ^ d 
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there I faw — I cannot ftay to hear you, Mifs 
Aiftrey, (aid Conftance ; the clock has ftruck ten 
forae time ago, and I am fure i>reakfaft is ready :-?• 
Pray do not let us make Mrs. Aiftrey wait for us. 
Lord I an't half dreft, replied fhe : — I know the old 
gentleman can't eat his breakfaft without me, but 
if you have a mind to go down, I'll come when 
I'm ready. 

The morning was devoted by Mifs Aiftrey to 
vifitihg all the artificers employed in the decoration 
of her perfon ; {he teized Cbnftdnce into accom- 
panying her, who was by this time pretty well 
convinced that if (he complied not with every thing 
flic propofed, flic fhould offend her $ and if fhe 
did comply flie could enjoy very' Tittle peace. As 
Mifs Fitzarthur's ftrength was not equal to that of 
her companion, Mrs. Aiftrey obligingly infifted on 
theit going in the carriage, the limits of their tour 
were by this extended : they returned almoft at 
dinner tirae K with ah expenfive cargo of that ibrt 
of manufacture which is calculated to catch thofe 
who appeal to their eyes inftead of their prudence, 
without Mifs Aiftrey's having, with all her elo- 
•jience, been able to perfuade Conftance to be 
a purchaser : flie exprefled her aftonifliment at her 
forbearance, and threw out a few hints that flie 
was very diffident in tafte. 

When they came home, they Wnd Captain fcer- 

neil waiting to offer his fervices to attend them to 

'QkyULj'i 1fers. !A&rey affined ft r atfd undextfie 
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&n&ion of her example, Confbmce excufed herfelf : 
tiro out of three halting refufed him, he feemed to 
have dropped his intention, till Mifs Aiftrey fald : 
—Well, if Mifs Fitzarthur won't go, flie'H be fo 
good as to ftay with mama, and I can go.— I will 
go with you too, Polly, interfered her father.*— 
This wa» refolved on and executed, and Mrs* 
Aiftrey and Conftanoe were again left to a tete-a- 
tete. 

From her, Gonftance learnt that this was the 
general difpofition of the young lady's time ; the 
morning was fpent in (hopping or vifits, the eren- 
ing in public amufements or large parties : (he 
therefore told Mrs. Aiftrey that fhe hoped neither 
(he nor Mifs Aiftrey would be difpleafed if (he of- 
ten preferred flaying at home, as her fpirits was not 
in a ftate to make the fight of many ftrangers agre- 
able, nor could (he, if her health were better, re- 
concile with propriety he* appearing in public. 
Mrs. Aifbey's countenance fufEciently declared 
that this refotation did not offend her :-->I told 
Mary, Grid {he, that you would not like to lead 
fuch a life as flie does ; but fhe and her father 
feemed certain that you could not with/land the 
amufements of London : you will then believe that 
1 am not difappointed in finding you more difpofed 
to be a companion for me, than for her ; and I 
dare (ay /he will be equally well pleafed to find 
means through you to remove the only objection 
her father ever makes to her abfence from home, 
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though it never yet detained her, the leaving mc 
entirely alone. I fhould be forry, Ihe continued, 
to prevent your partaking of what you could enjoy; 
perhaps in a little time you may be able now and 
then to go with her ; your fpirits will mend, the 
world will appear differently, and I did not bring 
you here for the fake of immuring you. 

In a few days after her arrival in town, Con- 
fiance received a letter, which had been fent to 
Marftonbury, and was forwarded by Lady Barbara, 
from Lord Reycolm : it was an unexpected plea- 
fure and very gratifying, as fhe had begun to fear 
from his filence and that of Lady Reycolm, that 
fhe was almoft forgotten: this fhe now found- fhe 
had no reafon to fufpect ; he wrote in terms ofthe 
warmed: friendfhip, and gave her a copious account 
of what had paffed with refpect to himfelf fince they 
met ; he had heard of the death of Sir Edward 
Fitzarthur, but was ignorant of the fituation in 
which he had left his family ; he expreffed his for- 
row at an event which mud have afflicted one to 
whom he owed fo much, and for whom his regard 
was fo fincere, and politely wiflied he had been 
foorier informe4 of this calamity, that he might 
have added his condolence, and his offers of fer- 
vice to thofe of her other friends. 

But this letter fatisfactory and affectionate as it 
Was, furnifhed matter of furprize to Conilance ; it 
was extended to the utmofl limits of a fheet of 
paper, he feemed to have written when at leifure, 

and 
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and yet not one word was mentioned of bis wife : 
in his account of various journies -he uniformly 
fpoke in the plural, yet he was not joined by her 
in the ufual compliments, nor could it be difco- 
vercd that fuch a perfon exited : this was extraor- 
dinary, and no way to be accounted for, except by 
fuppofing it "an unintentional omiffion, and fuch 
Conftance" was obliged to imagine it : but what 
gave her ftill more concern was, that this letter bore 
ftrong marks of a mind not perfectly at eafe ; there 
was nothing chearful in it, no intimation that he 
was happy, nor no defign mentioned of returning 
to England : he told her he had much to fay to 
her when they met, and that he wifhed to fee her, 
with a flight hint of the pleafure it would give him, 
if all circumflances concurred to render her coming 
to them expedient : this thought he, however, im- 
mediately dropt, and feemed convinced of the im- 
practicability of fuch a fcheme. 

The ftyie in which he wrote brought ftrongly 
to Conusance's remembrance the ftate of deje&ion 
he was in before he found Adelaide ; it feemed 
the confeque.nce of fingular oppreflion ; but 
it was now much more difficult to attribute it to 
any caufe than then ; it feemed to be without caufe : 
he had married the woman whom he preferred to' 
all others, it was a match that had produced many 
lucrative advantager the fanction even of her 
friends had been procured to it, he had apparently 
all that this world could be (low, and yet he was 
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evidently unhappy. From fome expreffions fhe 
was inclined to think he was not eafy under the 
fcreach of his promife to her, and that confcienti- 
ous fcruplei difturbed him ; though fhe was not 
(atisfied with this reafon, as deeming it an inade- 
quate one after the voluntary renunciation (he had 
made, - it determined her to comply with his requeffc 
to write to him as foon as convenient, and to en* 
deavour in general, without mentioning her fufpi- 
cions, to fet his mind perfectly at reft. 

He then was at Nancy in Lorrain, and before the 
end of the week fhe fent him a fticcinct account of her 
prefent fituation, and her future j>rofpett, and tel- 
ling him fhe wifhed he had been iriore explicit in his 
afTurances that he and Lady Reycolm were com- 
pletely happy, flie tried to perfuade him by repre- 
fenting all things in their bed light that fhe herfelf 
was fo. In her expreffions of regard for Lady 
Heycolm fhe was very particular, and as earnefUy 
defired to hear from her j hoping that fhe was de- 
ceived in fuppofing herfelf forgotten, and that the 
frreath of friendfalp might rekindle expiring affec- 
tion into warmth* 

The enfuing week pafTed in a manner exactly 
correfponding with the firft day's fpecimen ; Mifs 
Aiflrey could not reft at home; but when fhe found 
that Conusance was not to be prevailed on to follow 
her example, fhe ceafed folliciting her, and fulfil- 
led her mother's prophecy by urging, whenever fhe 
was invited out, that— -mama had Mifs Fitzarthur 
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to fit with her. This advantage fcrvcd only to 
fhorten entreaty, for though the leaving mama at 
home alone was fometimes, when papa was in parti- 
cular good humour with his wife, ftarted as an 
objection, it always yielded to the defire of giving 
%oUy a UttU (kajfure* Mrs. Aiftrey was feldotn 
well enough tp aqcept evening engagements ; her 
connections, though numerous, were chiefly in the 
country, for fhe never had been fiifficiently happy 
to enter mucji into the world ; and }ong before (he 
would have thought it fit to introduce her daughter 
into company, mifs had faved her the trouble* 
per time, was regularly and rationally fpent : fhe 
rqfe early, when her health would permit, amufed 
herfejf with her favourite ftudies till breakfaft time; 
thei* fettled her family affairs, and afterwards, if 
Iflr. Aiftrey neither wanted the carriage himfelf 
•or had promifed it to his Polly, flic went out for 
an airing, in which Mifs Fitzarthur accompanied 

****** 4*' * * * 

per, and which was generally made amufing and 
inftru&he/ by a book; they returned tp drefs for 
dinner, and Mr. Aiftrey and his daughter being 
uniformly engaged for the evening, the two ladies 
were together; and reading, working, mufic, an 
occasional game, at piquet, or a fociable vifit from 
fome one of Mrs. Aiftrey** particular friends, en- 
tirely banifhed ennui. 

Conflance had now paffed more than a fortnight 
|n this family, of which there was only one mem- 
J>cr from whofe fociety either amufement or advan- 
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Ugc could be drawn. Mrs. Aiftrey faw with con- 
^ ccrn, which fhe frequently expreft, that the dejec- 
tion of her young friend's fpirits, notwithstanding 
All her efforts, increafed daily ; and fhe occafi- 
onally intimated an apprehenfion that ihe had erred 
in imagining change of fcene would be beneficial to 
her : fhe endeavoured to difcover from what parti- 
cular fource her melancholy originated,* but it was 
too complex to be traced ; and not all her encou- 
ragement could prevail on Conftance to fay what, 
belide her family misfortunes, contributed to make 
her unhappy. Mrs. Aiflrey perceived it was not 
the lofs of fortune that moft affected her, and that 
though fhe lamented fincerely * the death of her 
father, this, as it had now happened near fix 
months, could not account for increafing forrow, 
nor could it be her mother's fituation that caufed 
it, for Lady Barbara had, when fhe wrote te her* 
told her it was far more agreeable than fhe ex- 
pected, and that her hen! h was mending : what 
therefore it was that daily gained on Mifs Fitz- 
arthur's mind fhe could do*- develope. 

Although this benevolent , concern of Mrs. 
Aiftrey's was apparent to Conusance, and fhe ar- 
dently wifhed to relieve her anxiety by telling her 
what dejected her, yet, fatisfied' as,fhe. was that 
fhe might with, fafety and advantage to herfelf re- 
pofe this confidence in her, flie could not do it. 
To reveal the caufe of her unhappinefs would be 
to^mpeach Lord Calorne, and from this fomething 

within 
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within refrained her : fhe coniidered it as injuftice to 
accufe thofe who were not prefent to defend them- 
felves, and a faint gleam of hope, which vanifhed 
as foon as inveftigated, al.vays flrengthened her re- 
folution to fuffer no one, excepting Lady Barbara, 
to {hare with her the knowledge of what (he feared 
mufl be termed decided criminality. 

She was in a few days a little cheared by a 
fecond letter from her mother who at the fame time 
wrote to Mrs. Aiitrey : A houfe of Lord Drum- 
feme's had "become unexpectedly v.acant, and was 
exactly fuited to Lady Barbara's wiflies ; fome re- 
pairs were neceflary, and fhe was to commence tenant 
at Lady-day ; till which time her brother defifed (he 
would ftay .with him : before {he accepted the offer 
flie wrote to Mrs. Aiftrey to know if it would be per- 
fectly convenient that Conftance fhould fo long con- 
tinue where fhe was, as ofherwife fhe would feek 
for a houfe which flie might fooner inhabit, and 
to her daughter informing her of the pleating 
^.profpe& fhe had in view, and anticipating the de- 
light which, retiring with her to a fpot ihe thought 
fo eligible, would afford her : fhe farther, in the 
courfe of a chearful and amufing letter, told her 
what additional reafons fhe had to rejoice in their 
prefent feparation: v Lord Drumferne had many 
children and a narrow fortune, and his backward- 
nefs in his civilities to Lady Barbara he now owned 
to haye fprung from a fear left his fecond fon, who 
was come to refide at home, and who had often 
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warmly exprefled himfelf in commendation of hi* 
coufin Fitzartnur, and in difapprobation of Lord 
Reycolm's conduit to her, fhould think of a match 
which might be very unprofitable to him : Lady 
. JJarbara, whofe fenfe of honour and defire to fparc 
her brother all uneafinefs on that point were equal, 
could not therefore conclude her agreement till fhe 
was certain fhe fhould not be obliged to have Con- 
fiance with her. 

Mrs. Aiftrey, who had no intention of parting 
with her vifitor fo foon as Lady -day, immediately 
accepted the propofai ; and Mifs Fitzarthur was 
How fettled in town for the enfuing three months ; 
a fpace fhe would have gladly annihilated that fhe 
might enjoy her retirement and.the tranquillity which 
ihe always hoped for, and never found, in change 
of place : fhe carried in her bofom what embittered 
every p leaf u re ; fhe was never fo folitary as when 
in company 9 nor fo perturbed as when alone ; and 
nothing afforded her any confolation but the 
thought of returning to her mother, and finding 
her tolerably happy. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


HE-ITERATION* 

/*VN her return from walking one morning with 

^^ Mifs Aiftrey, Mrs. Aiftrey told Conftance flic 

bad taken an almoft unwarrantable liberty by pro* 

mifing for her that fee (hould dine out. During 

her ab fence, Mrs. Stavenell, of whofe being in 

town her neice was not aware, had called to take 

her home with her ; but as (he could not wait her 

return, Mrs. Aiftrey had engaged for her, and had 

faid that .their coach (hould carry her and fetch her 

back in the evening. This unexpected invitation 

did not much pleaie Con (lance ; (lie was however 

obliged to abide by it, and now aimolt repented not 

Jhaving made her kind friend fo much her confidant 

as to inform her how matters flood with Mrs. Sta- 

▼enell. Her countenance betrayed what (he wifhed 

to conceal. 1 am afraid, faid Mrs* Aiftrey, \ have 

done wrong ; but your aunt's firft queftion wag, 

jyhether you were engaged f and I could not, had 

J known it was not convenient to you, .have 

.avoided it ; if there is anything that prevents youjr 

Jfoing, fend one of the men dire&iy.— Onoma*ai% 

Conilan^e replicfi, I have no other engagement :-• 
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Pray did my aunt fay whether (he had any com- 
pany ? — She faid, returned Mrs. Aiftrey, that Mr. 
Stavenell dined out, and that fhe fhouid be alone, 
for I afked, that you might know how to drefs.— 
I am glad to hear MrrStavenell is come to Eng- 
land, faid Conftance : you were very obliging to 
think for me, madam. — I have no objection to go- 
ing, but really I am fo unfit to appear in company 
that I fhouid have been forry to have run the rifque 
of meeting any body there.— She then, tolerably 
fatisfied, went to get ready, and Mifs Aiftrey was 
fo polite as to accompany her to Mrs. Stavenell's 
door. 

When flxe.entered the houfe a torrent of painful 
ideas rufhed at once on her mind : all the occur- 
rences while flie was a gueft there, all the. perfons 
fhe had met there rofe to her imagination and her 
view ; and, hurried as fhe was by various recollec- 
tions, fhe .was not at all difpleafed at hearing that 
Mrs. Stavenell was not yet returned home, but was' 
expected in a few minutes : thefe few minutes 
would afford time to the agitation of her mind to 
fubfide, and enable her to behave with compofure. 

She had been in the drawing-room a very fhort 
time when the door opened, and he, whom of all 
men fhe moft wifhed to avoid, appeared. — Lord 
Farnford's countenance declared his meeting her 
to be accidental ; but he was fo pra&ifed in the 
art of deception that the firft idea which prefented 
kfelf toherwas that it was intentional, and that Mrs. 
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Stave'nelPs invitation was for this purpofc : terri- 
fied at the fight of him, die for fome feconds flood 
motionlefs, till the found of a voice that had (b 
often made her tremble brought her to her wits, 
and taking up her cloak; which (lie had thrown on 
a fopha, (he would • immediately have quitted the 
room and the houfe, but Lord Famford feeing her 
intention flood againft the door, and faid — Not fo, 
madam, if you leave me it will, I'm fure, be 
under the idea that Mrs. Stavenell is privy to my 
meeting you :— (he is not indeed ; and if you will 
hear me, whicjt you may Safely do, I will con- 
vince you that lny feeing you is- entirely accidental, 
and that I mean to ufe this opportunity only to in* 
treat you to forgive.. My Lord, Conftance inter- 
rupted, either- you or I muft leave the room ; if 
my aunt did not mean to afford you this opportu- 
nity,^* will convince me of it; I am fure (he 
cannot think me too cautious, or be offended at 
my faying I will not (lay in a houfe where you 
are :'— if you do n6t 'intend to drive me away, you 
will yourfelf withdraw immediately. I will go 9 
he anfwered, but not till I tell you how fincerely I 
fepefit the fcheme your cruelty and my love forced 
m e to adopt in the fwnmer : — if it were poffible 
that you could forgive it, my whole life fliould 
&ew the fenfe' I have of -your goodnefs and my 
fault 5 and would you only allow me to fee yotf, 
whatever conditions you pleafe to impofe on me 
for your fecurity, T will fubmit toj—-I cannot 
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•bear that you fliould fly me* Had you, my 
Lord, returned Conftance, a proper fenfe of the 
injuries 1 have differed from you, you would know 
i«w irkfome it is to me to be in the fame place with 
you j— you would be hurt at feeing a perfbn who 
has fuch juft caufe to complain of you : — Nothing 
will allure me of your repentance but your leaving 
.the houfe, or fuffering me to do fo. 

Still the fame, inexorable Mifs Fitzarthur ? faid 
his lordfhip, taking up his hat — how fufpicious you 
Are— how unjufl !«— The whole blame of my con- 
dud, replied Conftance, light on myfelf ; — if I am 
iufpicious reflect who gave me reafon to be fo. I 
-have only to lament the want of earlier fufpicion j 
had I diitrufted your lordfhip I had not been ex* 
pofed to your infujts, And can you, he alked, 
call that infult which was the confequence of ex- 
ceffire loTe for you ?— I do not mean, Ihe rejoined, 
Jto .enter into converfation : I repeat again, that 
,unlefs you quit the houfe / will.— You have. 
faid Lord Farnfqrd, your power over r me, and you 
cruelly exert it to the utmoft, and force me to 
leave you without the fatisfa&ion of knowing that 
you accept my repentance j—furely when ,1 tear 
aiyfelf from you, when I give you this proof of 
jny refpecl: for your commands, you cannot with* 
hold your forgivenefi.— — -1 know not, anfwered 
Conflance, whether I can ever forgive your ijl . 
^uiage ; but of this I am fully convinced, that I 
cannot jchilemy memory is refrc%d by feejng 
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your lordihip.— ~At this inftant flic faw Mrs. St*. 
veneli's carriage drive tofbfi door, and was con; 
firmed in her fufpicion that Lord ^arnibrd's vifit 
was a thing concerted, by his not offering to go 
and gathering confidence, 

Mrs. Stavenell entering, exprefled her aftqniih- 
^nent at feeing him, and, addreiing herfelf .to her 
neice, inquired, in a manner that implied vexa- 
tion, how long Lord Farnford had been there : 
he prevented her reply by faying, that accidentally 
calling at her door he was told flic was from home, 
<but that Mifs Fitzarthur was juft come; that he 
could not refift his inclination to fee her and beg 
her forgivenefs of . his pad conduit ; that he coulji 
not prevail on her to hear him, and was ou the 
point of quitting her when (he ftppt at the door, 
which had induced him to flay for jthe purpctfb of 
explaining, this rencontre, and to clear her of what 
he was fore Mifs Fkaarthur fufpecled that he came 
with her knowledge. Mrs. Stavenell immediately 
»ffured her neke that file did not merit her fufpi- 
eion : Conftance was fatis&d, and rejoiced at fee. 
kg Lord Farnford about to take-his leave. When 
he was going, Mrs. Stavenell faid to him,— So 
you're too high and mighty to flay and dine with 
us.— -I would not ftay on any account he replied— 
1 would not make Mifs Fitzarthur fo uneafy.— I 
Am* to fay, returned Mrs. Stavenell, I can par- 
fwde her, if I promife as I won't go out o* the 
K*m: and, looking at Conflance, ihe continued! . 

What 
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What do you fay, my dear ? may I alk my lord, or 
ttiuft I fend him away :— I'll be bound for his good 
behaviour.— Heartily vexed at her aunt's want of 
fleadinefs, Mifs Fitzarthur emphatically anfwered 
that (he hoped fhe fhould never have caufe to 
objedt to what Mrs. Stavenell thought prudent to 
do. ■ H is lordfhip con ft rued this into permiffion, 
chucked away his hat, andfeated himfelf. 

Soon after this dinner was' announced, and Con- 
ftance with a heavy heart faw herfelf once more at 
the fame table with Lord Farnford ; his mode of 
behaviour was however calculated todifpel her fears; 
he feemed to wifh to forget, and to make her forget 
that they had ever met before, and by. the conclu- 
sion of the dinner, Conflance was fo far herfelf as 
toconverfe with moderate eafe. When he perceiv- 
ed this, his reftraint relaxed ; and on their return 
to the drawing-room he repeated his requeft to her 
that fhe would forgive thofe circumflances of his 
conduit that had -offended her,, and, in a manner be- 
tween jeft and earneft, with a confummate and in- 

• credible effrontery, which nothing but Mifs Fitz- 
arthur's. misfortunes could have accounted for, de- 

.fired Mrs. Stavenell to be his interceffor. — I don't 
know, fhe replied, whether I dare or no ; though 
4n*deed I wilh.monftroufly that two young folks, that 
; I love both of them fo well coukl agree : — come, 
. my dear Confty, tejl me what penance^ my lord 
muftdo: — ftand !n a white fheet : — come I'll fee if 

• I can make him do it.— I defire nothing of huh faid 

her 
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her niece ; I wi(h only to be fecure/rM* him.— AVill 
you then, interrupted he, cargerly, be fo gene- 
rous as to forgive me ?— You have a very inade- 
quate fenfe of the injury I have fuftaincd, Conftance 
anfwered, if you think it can be faeafily forgiven: 
were I fecure from your future violence, and could 
I believe you really regretted your cruelty to me, 
I would endeavour to forget it $ but it behoves me 
to be very cautious, fince I kn6w you are not to be 
trufted :— I do not mean to repeat what I have 
fuffered from you, yet I muft fay I am too fully 
convinced of your lordfhip'stotal want of principle 
and honour, to put myfelf by any conceffions, in a 
. fituation- where I may again be expofed to your 
ttiadnefs. 

His anger was awakened by this charge • he de- 
nted that he had been guilty of any thing that im- 
plied a want either of honour or principle, -and 
now, inftead of fupplicatlng her forgiveoefs, he at- 
tempted a vindication ofhimfelf: his injodkieiuly 
good friend tried to calm* him, (he faid the cou'dn't 
bear that two that the hoped would be often at her 
houfeihould harbour malice : — this, (he faid, muft 
not be ;-*-forgive and forget was her rule, each 
fnuft give- up a little, and fhe durft to lay they 
would foen be good friends t- 1 — come, my dear, faid 
file, you didn't ufe to be ib uncharitable. I have 
often heard you preach up forgivenefs ; come prac« 
tife it -for once.-^Uhoharitable r replied Con {knee, 
I ftiould be very .forry to be 5 but furcly, Madam, 

you 
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you cannot think it prudent in me, for the fake of 
being thought very charitable, to deftroy the only 
fence that preferves me* I cannot tell what Lord 
Farnford's intentions arc, and I have fuffered too 
much to rifque a difcovery of them : — I have now 
no friends that he need* fear, no fortune, {hat he can 
he defirous of fccuring. I fyould hqpe t.fcat my 
change of drcuxnilaqces would remove his induce- 
ment to harrafs me, but $o_ tW 1 hope be has {hewp 
me it would be folly to truft :— revenge, may aftuaje 
him now as a pretended pajRon did before. I truft 
to your affeftion for me, I^fadaiq, that I fball not be 
deprived of a comfort which I hope, during, mj. 
life, to enjoy, in the. confiderafioji tjiat, whatever 
misfortunes it may plcafe God to afflict me; witij, 
they are. pot the confequences of my own impru- 
dence, and to this confolation I fljould juftly for- 
feit all pretentions, were, 4 again to expofe rnyfclf 
to the infults I have received :— }t taljqves me y& 
proportion as my fituatioji is Jeji fecure, to inc.reaf$ 
my vigilance.-— lx>rd Weft me! cried Mrs. StavepeJV 
you feem to think much more of the thing tjiarj $ 
defcrves. — I own my lord was wrong, very wroqg ; 
and I was very angry with him for frightening you, 
but ypu muft con£der # 'twas his love made him 
guilty of this frolic : young men are fad creatures. 
*-I durir, to fay he's very forry for it.-— Come, 
come, you muft and {hall forgive hirfi ; there is 
one in the world, my Confly, that you'd aqt have 
keen angry with for fucb a thing, fo I jpuft infill 

on 
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•n your forgiving my lord ; you know as he's a 
favourite of mine, and fo are you, and I will hare 
you make it up, and be friends. 

Mifs Fitzarthur could with difficulty reprefs he* 
Indignation at hearing fuch a danger as that (he had 
providentially efcaped called a frolic^ and at he* 
aunt's insinuation that it was the per/on only the 
difliked: knowing, however, that to fafler hex 
anger to appear would be ufelefs, {he thought of 
coining to terms, and faid that there was hut one 
condition on which fhc would or could forgive 
Lord Farnford's violence : he and Mrs. Stavcnell 
impatiently waited to hear what this condition was : 
they feeracd to believe their victory certain, and 
their expremVe looks indicated their exultation in 
theconquefh 

They joined in— let us hear it— let us hear it ; 
«ad Conftancc faid that if Lord Farnford would* a§ 
for as was ponlble, avoid feeing her, and whea 
'^•y did meet, behave to rter as a Granger, flie 
would forgive all the mifery he had occafioned her, 
*&dthat, as nothing elfe would convince her of 
the fincerity of his repentance and remove her 
fears* flie would not recede a tittle from her pro- 
portion, nor make any farther concemon. 

She had fcarcely fpoken when his lordfliip, 
nfing from his feat fuddenly, muttered witn an 
oath—- 1 wijU not agree to it,— Then turning to 
ConfUnce, he faid— I am infinitely obliged to you, 
.madam, for your great condefcenfion, hut I will, 

if 
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if I can got no better terms than thefe, rather 
rifque the continuance of your difpleafure than 
accept it ; — you reproached me with want of 
honour, I will prove to you how unjuftly, by re- 
futing to fubferibe to a condition which I do not 
mean to fulfill. — Could I confent to what you 
would impofe on me, you might well call mine a 
pretended paffion ; how revengeful you are ! — you 
cannot forgive without punifhing ; — punifhed I am, 
and (hall remain by your obflinacy ; yet that will 
not fatisfy your cruelty.- A s far, replied Con- 
fiance, as my judgment will dire ft me, I do no 
more than is abfolutely necefiary for my own 
fafety :— fince you think me unreafonable, I muft 
beg to drop the fubjedr., much more has been faid 
on it than it deferves ; and, if your lordfhip has 
the fenfe of honour you pretend to, I truft you will 
not give the world reafon to imagine that, from 
my lofs of friends and fortune you are encouraged 
to harrafs me ;— the refentment of an indigent girl, 
however excited or expreffed, can give you no 
real uneafinefs. 

- Mrs. Stavenell, who, fince her neice had de- 
clared the only terms on which Lord Farnford 
might hope for her forgivenefs, had fat.filent, now 
taking her hand, led her to the next room ; (lie 
there expreffed her furprize at her conduct, in a 
manner evidently declaring how little flie was fatif- 
fied with her refentment of that which fhe affected 
to think, not only a very pardonable fault, but a 
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proof of fuch a pallion as demanded a return : and 
file told her in her ufuaf flyie of oratory, that (lie 
was monflrous foolifh to make Lord Farnford 
angry. 

Conftance now finding that Mrs. Stavenell had 
fo decidedly taken part with her favourite as to 
make it equally difficult to deal with both, an- . 
fwered, — that (he had little to. do with fear from 
Lord Farnford's refcntment, but me could never . 
think herlelf fafe if opportunities of feeing her were 
afforded him by thofe who fhe imagined would have 
been as much offended as herfelf at his outrageous 
attempt : as therefore (lie was left unfriended at 
her own guidance, {he hoped fhe could not be 
blamed if fhe erred in being excellively cautious : 
none, fhe faid, except thofe. who had been in a 
limilar fituation, could judge of the propriety of 
her firmnefs. Mrs. Stavenell feemed to feel the 
reproach conveyed in her reply : fhe told her with 
fome afperity, that fhe was blind to the danger of 
making Lord Farnford her enemy : — furely as fhe N 
flood now, it would be folly to do it, for he would - 
never think of her again if fhe was fo obftinate* 

Till now, Conftance had imagined that it was 
on account of her fafety that her aunt dreaded his ' 
refentment ; but perceiving that her fear was that 
fhe fhould loofe him forever, (he rejoiced that Ihe 
had not, through a mi flake n lenity, thrown down 
the only barrier between them; and as fhe fup- 
pofed whatever ihe faid would be Reported to him, 
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aflurance. He feeraed to colled from the party 
that her vifit had not been very agreeable to her, 
and faid emphatically that, had he known what he 
then did, he would have dined at home ; this was 
conftrued by his mother to mean that the company 
he had left were not fuch as he liked, and Lord 
Farnford began to inquire who they were. Seeing 
that Conftance underflood him, he did not explain 
himfelf, but fuffered them to remain in their error. 
The fubjecl which had fo long diftreffed Mifs 
Fitzarthur was now of neceflity dropped, and Lord 
Farnford's prcfence, while fhe had the fupport of 
Mr. Stavenell, gave her no uneafinefs. Mr. Aif- 
trey's coach was to be with her at nine, and as Mr. 
Stavenell was not called away, fhe was not impati- 
ent ; at a few minutes paft nine me heard the car- 
riage come, and a thundering rap made her rife and 
- take, her cloak haflily, as fhe imagined fome of the 
family might have fetched her. She had taken 

. leave of Mrs. Stavenell, and was waiting for the 
fervant to tell her the coach was come, when the 
door, -was thrown open, and in bounced Mifs 

. Aiftijey. As fhe was a total flranger there, Coh- 
ftanqe was vexed at the intrufion, which mifs did 

. not think it neceflary to excufe, but, with a famili- 
arity which is in others the . refult of a long and in- 
titrate acquaintance, feated herielf, and/eemed to 

m have forgotten that fhe came only to call Con- 
stance: fhe fat next to Lord Farnford, who foon 
affe&ed to be deeply engaged in, conversation with 

her 
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"her, evidently hoping to excite Mifs^Fitzarthur's 
jealoufy ; an effect which- it ib failed of, that (he 
gladly improved the interval in talking in a low 
voice to Mr. Stavenell, as it was impoffible to fay 
much that they did not wifk the reft of the com- 
pany to hear, he, after having told his coufin that 
he was ferry to -fee who completed the triumvirate* 
and allured her fhe might depend on every fervice 
in his power, afked her if he might call on her the 
next day ; to this (he gladly aflented, and he pro- 
mi fed to be with her in the morning. She -then 
reminded Mifs Aiftrey that the carriage was come ; 
but ihe could not detach her from Lord Farnford, 
-and it was not till ihe faid ihe conld not keep the 
fervants who were fent for her, waiting, that the 
young lady rofe; her newly acquired beau 'infilled 
on attending her down Hairs, and parted from them 
taking very little notice of Conftance, whom Mr* 
StaveneU handed to the coach. All the way home 
-Mifs Aiftrey fung the praifes of Lord Farnford ; 
lie was the moil agreeable, the mod elegant, the 
■moll charming^ the politefl man (he had ever feen ; 
and to the no trifling mortification of her whom he 
more ierioufly regarded, (he faid that ihe had in- 
vited him to vifit at her father's, and that he had 
engaged to come Shortly.— Surely, replied Con- 
fiance, you are not in earned ! you did not aflthim* 
did you ?— I did, upon honour, returned prudent , 
Mifs Aiftrey, I'm fure papa will like him. The 
wifdom of fuch conduct afforded Conftance fi> much 
Vol. II, F fubjeft 
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fubject of (peculation that die did not attend to an 
inceflant eulogium on his lordfhip ; and no diftance 
ever feemed fo great to her as that between Spring 
Garden and Bedford Row* 


CHAP- XIV. 


CONFABULATION* 

A S foon as Mifs Fitzarthur got home me retired 
"^^ to her room and parted the night in confi- 
dcring how me might avert the evils with which (he 
was threatened, Mrs. Stavenell's undiminifhed 
partiality for Lord Farnford, as fhe knew how 
eafily flie was wrought on by thofe who had gained 
an afcendancy over her, alarmed her ; and fhe re- 
folved that her vifits there fhoiild not be more 
frequent than was neceflary to prevent a breach : 
yet to* what purpofe this caution ? fince Mifs Aif- 
trey's imprudent vanity had expofed her, where me 
was, to Lord Farnford's importunity. Her incli- 
nation ftrongly prompted her to warn this thought- 
kfs young woman of the danger of admitting fuch 
3 a man 
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a. man to any degree of intimacy ; but (be knew 
her (lie meant to advife fufficiently, to believe (he 
would either defpife her caution and communicate 
it, or attribute it to jealoufy : to tell Mr*. Aiftrey 
what was to be feared fecmed to be the more eligi- 
ble plan ; and this file would have adopted, had 
fhe not beea apprehenfive that fhc might cmbarrafs 
berfelf without being able to exculpate her cor> 
duel: ; fhe mull fupport her aflertion that all con- 
nection with Lord Farnford was dangerous, and 
this could no way be done, fo as to gain credit, 
except by revealing the circumftances of what Mrs. 
Stavenell kindly named his frolic^ which it af- 
forded her fome fatisfacTion to find, her injunc- 
tions to thofe^ who had allifted her, had prevented 
from becoming public j however (lie related tht 
particulars, and however blamelefs (he was, the 
flory woulH, (he forefaw, make againft her; and 
though Mrs. AYflrey*s regard for her appeared 
great, (he could not wifli that her credulity fhould 
precede her judgment : the hazard of having her 
veracity queftioned, and' her inability to prove 
what fhe advanced, deterred her from purfuing 
this fcheme, and (he could not hit on any fhe 
liked better. Thus far with refpeft to Mils 
Aiftrey : for herfclf (he knew not what to do ; 
fhe thought lie r 'remaining in town impollible, and 
yet file was very aveffe "to inform hev mother of 
What had hapheried, as that' muft be followed by - 
her becoming, not only an uninvited, but an un- s 
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welcome gueft at her uncle's, or diftrefljig.Lady 
JSarbara extremely. Unable xo refolve on any 
.-thing, anxious for the confequences of this inju- 
dicious invitation, and terrified Je alt .Lord Farnford 
-fliould make ufe of the opportunity offered him, to 
folicit her, fhe rofe more fatigued than (he lay 
.down, and waited impatiently for Mr. Stavenell's 
coming. 

When (he obeyed the fummons to breakfaU, her 
.countenance betrayed her want iof reft. Mrs. 
Aiftrey's difcernment foon taughrherthat Conftan- 
jce's was no common indifpofition ; . (he therefore 
after having kindly enquired .after her health, foj 
bore faying any more, and as. far as was in her 
powcr^. prevented her daughter's inquifitivenefs.. 
Puring breakfaft Mr. Aiftrey laid to JMifs Fit;&- 
arthur — So, Polly tellame . jou had a very fmart 
young gentleman at your aunt's, laft. night 4 — Lord 
Farnford I think. flic fays :— ^he promifed to come 
and eat a. bit of mutton with us : — pray, Mifs, do 
you know any thing about him ?— Yes, replied 
'Conusance, whofe .colour rofe at the mention of 
his name, he is very frequently at my aunt's. — — 
And pray, continued he, what fort .of a man is he? 
is he one of your harum frarum fine fellows that 
you fee at the opera ? — I can hardly, Sir, anfwer 
your queftion, (lie returned ; he is a man or high 
faihion, if that is what you wiih to know. — And 
pray faid Mr. Aiftrey, What may his eftate be ?— - 
She replied that fhe had heard it -was *5,oool. a 
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ytar. — -Aye, cried her interrogator, that's a round* 
fum to talk of; pray how much of it's dipt ?•— tell" 
me that if you can : — 1 fhould be glad to knpw- 
that.r— Gon/ftance anfwered that (he knew very- 
little of the {tare of his finances, that he was gene- 
rally understood to be rich, and that, his father* 
dying when the piefent earl was very young, the 
eftate had increafed considerably during his minority* 
Aye, ayef faid Mr. Aiftrey, rubbing his hands,* 
your long minorities are nice things ;— they patch 
holes charmingly : — then when my young gentle- 
man xomes of -age, he fpends* ten times as fa ft as 
his guardians could fave, and then whip he's run 
through all* in a couple of years, and what's the 
wife and children to do ? — Don't miftake me 
though : — I don't mean to fay my lord what's his 
name is fuch a one ; I only mean to fay what 
young fellows are in the mult. — He may deferve 
your cenfure, faid Conftance, I have not known 
him long enough to know all his faults.— Pray, 
interpofed Mils Aiflrey gravely, how long have 
you known him ? — About a year, was the anfwer ; 
at which fhe feemed much furprized : fhe faid fhc 
took him for a frranger, for that -be did not fpeak 
to Mifs Firzarthur all the' while (lie was in the 
room.— ^— Conltance coloured higher than before ; 
but fearing a mifconHruclion of her file nee, fhe 
faid they had been previoufly talking together, and 
that afterwards (lie was engaged with Mr. Stave- 
ntll. Mrs Aiftrey's eyes were fixed on her vifitor, 
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while mifs, as if purpolely to diftrefs her, repeated 
her expreffions of wonder, till her father, nodding 
fignificantly at her, bid her hold her tongue, for 
that fhe might fee this wa9 a fore place. Increaf- 
ing confufion feemed to confirm the difcovery, and 
the mod perplexing filence imaginable enfued. Con- 
vince few the eyes of thofe who had witneffed her em- 
barraflment directed to her, and it was not difficult 
to guefs what conftruttion would be put on it, yet 
ftie was unable to fay any thing that might account 
for it, for of all people in the world (he. could 
fcarcely have chofen two lefs fit to be entrufted 
with her confidence, or who had in a fmaller de- 
gree the power of exercifing- impartial judgment, 
than Mr. Aiftrey and his Polly. 

While breakfaft lafted, Mrs. Aiftrey diverted the 
converfation to indifferent fubjetfs, and they weFe 
riling to feparate when a fervant came in, with a 
card containing Lord Farnford's compliments to 
Mr. and Mrs. Aiftrey, Mifs Fitzarthur, and Mifs 
Aiftrey, and an intimation that he would do him- 
felf the honour of waiting on them in the evening. 
So, faid the old gentleman on reading it, why 
Polly my lord's vaftly kind ;' we're not engaged, 
are we ?— Not particularly cried pretty Polly , we 
fhall be very happy to have the honour of his lord- 
ftiip's company. — —On this Mrs. Aiftrey turned to 
Conftance, who had got behind her to hide her 
vexation, and alked if Jbe had any other engage- 
ment, for that as her name was mentioned it ought 

to 
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to be returned; but flie, now as pale as death,, 
only fhook her head, and her M»d friend took her 
out of the room. They went together to the dref- 
fing-room, and having made her fit down, when ih« 
grew more compofed, Mrs. Aiftrey, in a voice and 
manner tending to re-animate her, faid,— When 
Lady Barbara committed you, my dear, to my 
care, I am fure Ihe did it in the fulled afTurancc 
thaf I would exercife the fame degree of it towards 
you as if you were my daughter :— I fliould be un- 
worthy that confidence if I did lefs than this : the 
obligation it implies, and my affection for you, 
equally Simulate me to the performance of this 
duty : I will therefore rifque the imputation of un~ 
warrantable curiofity, and beg you to tell me the 
caufe of your violent agitation : — I fee I dift'refs 
you, I am forry for : — it if it is any thing you 
wifli to conceal, I will not urge .you : — tell me 
only whether it is in my power to relieve you. I 
(hall not be offended at your want of reliance on me, 
if you can direct me to any means of removing what 
opprefles you. — I cannot fee one for whom I am fo 
fincercly interefted, fu&ringthus, without exerting 
myfelf to alleviate whatever may be the caufe of it. 

Though Mrs. Aiftrey's kindnefs encouraged her 
young friend to confidence, her maternal care 
infpired her with fuch fentiments of refpeft and 
awe as made her fear difclofing the real caufe 
of her uneafinefs, fhe dreaded the conftru£Uon th^.t 
Blight be put on her leaving London with Lord 
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Farnford, and confi lering that the whole of ner 
reputation depended on her being able to convince 
others of that which flic had no evidence of, fhe 
remained filcnt and diftrefled, with herey>es riveted 
to the ground : — Mrs. Aitirey rofe-, and faying,— I 
mn feirv, irv dear IVIifs Fitzarthur, that I have 
c mbarrKiicd you : another time perhaps may better 
fuit you to anfwer me ; was about to quit the room> 
when Conftance, catching her hand, ftopt her, and 
bur ft into tears : as foon as (lie could fpeak, fhe 
faid, — Do not think, my dear madam, that I want 
confidence in you,— it is my own want of fortitude. 
—My love, interrupted Mrs. Aiftrey, I meant 
only to relieve you : if it would be painful to you 
to tell me what afflicts you, I infift on your ftill 
keeping it fecret. — O no, anfwered Conftance, I do 
not wifh to keep it from you : — I will tell you all : 
you may blame me, but you muft not think I 
want confidence in you :—I wifh any body <elfe 
could tell you. — I would willingly, anfwered 
Mrs. Aiitrey, fpare you as much as poflible. — I 
believe I am not wholly ignorant of what it i?, and, 
to fave you, will tell you all that I fufpect. 

Here fhe paufed, as if to fee the effed of what 
flie had faid : (^onftance continued filent, and fhe 
proceeded t — Ever fince you came to us, }. have re- 
marked that your melancholy has increafed, and 
that when you join in the cbnverfation, or appear 
moderately chcarful, fuch an exertion is required a* 
foon exaufts vqu : I have been totally at a lofs to 
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account for this, and perhaps fhould never have 
accounted for if, had I not this morning obferved 
that you was particularly agitated whenever Lord 
Farnford was mentioned : — your colour came and 
went every moment, and it was evident td me that 
he was -the cattfe of your emotion, and I conclude 
he is of your dejection: — I therefore imagine that, 
either you are unfortunately attached to him and 
your regard is not returned, or that there is a re- 
ciprocal affe&ion between you which prudential 
reafons" obftrudt :— my dearefl £irl will forgive me 
for faying I hope he is not fuch a man as to occa-' 
fion any ftruggle between honour and affection; if 
that fhould be the cafe, though I am Satisfied my 
interference is*unnecefiary to direct her to which 
fide (he mould incline, it may .not be out of my 
power to affift' her by encouraging her. . 

It was new incumbent on Conusance to fet her 
affectionate monitor right ; fhe determined to make 
her acquainted, with the whole of Lord Farnford's 
conduct, and 4atejl her what me had to fear from 
him and from"Mrs. Stavenell's partiality.* She be- 
gan by faying that as to the perfon who was the 
caufe of her agitation Mrs. Aiftrey was not mis- 
taken,— -I have every thing, laid fhe, to fear from 
him ; he keeps me in continual alarm, and I fome- 
^mes diftruftmy ability to refift his ceafelefs mv 
portunity; but from your khidnefs, madam, I 
flull derive new (rrength, and I. tru It to your pro- 
tection.— —At this inftaht, in ran Mifs Aiftrey :— * 
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Lord a mercy! (he exclaimed, where have yoa 
been poking yourfelves ? I have been hunting you. 
this age :■— why, what's the matter ?— Mifs Fitzar- 
thur's been a crying :— come, your coufin Mr, 
Stavenell is below, he wants to fpeak to you.— — 
Conflance faid (he would follow her, intending to 
fay a few more words to Mrs. Aiftrey ; but mifs 
would not go without her, and dancing like a bac- 
chanal, and finging, O the days ixtbtn J was young \ 
— flie drove her before her to the parlour, where 
Mr. Stavenell was ; Mr. Aiftrey was likewife there,, 
and Conflance every minute expected that he and 
his daughter would withdraw : Mr* Stavenell gave 
them feveral hints that he was come on private 
bufinefs ; but they flood them all : at length, after 
waiting full half an hour, he 'aiked Conftance if 
flie would take a walk with him : the underflood 
him and confented. As foon as this was propofed, 
Let's all go, cries mifs, it will be very pleafant, 
only flay while I drefs a little.— Really faid Con* 
fiance, our time is fb circumfcribed we cannot well 
waiti — O.then I'll be ready as foon as you are* 
anfwered Mifs Aiflrey, and away (he ran up flairs. 
*— — Mifs Fitzarthur immediately went to her mo- 
ther, told her how fhe diflrefled her, and begged 
her to let Mifs Aiftrey know that Mr. Stavenell 
came on bufinefs, and that her going would be im- 
proper.— I will take her oft* your hands replied Mrs* 
Aiftrey, I am going out this morning where fhe 
will like to go, and if I tell her you will flay out 
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till I am gone, (he -will give up walking ;r— (he did 
as (he promifed, her daughter acquiefced, and 
Conftance and her doufin went out without her. 

When they were alone, Mifs Fitzarthur told 
Mr. Stavenell of the meffage Lord Farnford had fent. 
*— I knew, he replied, he would do fo ; for I heard 
your wife companion invite him ; but, added he, 
before I fay any thing about Lord Farnford, I 
mud know how you ftand affected to him.- Can 
that, Conftance alked, be a queftion with you ?— 
has not my conduct been uniform towards him ?— 
do you think I am changed ?— or that what he has 
made me undergo has mended my opinion of him ? 
<~-I fuppofe you have heard of the trap he laid 
for me. 

It was told me,, faid he, as a very good Hqry 
and a frolic ;— I own 1 faw it in a more ferious 
light ; but as you have very prudently prevented 
ks becoming public, I never chufe to fay much to 
k. — X hope you are unchanged, and that your fen- 
thnents arc, not only what they were, but what I 
wifh them to be, yet my mother fo confidently in- 
fifts on it that you are not lincere, that I know not 
what to think.— My "aunt, replied Conftance, is- 
fo much Lord Fa rn ford's friend, that fhe almoft, I 
was going to fay, forgets I am her neice ; nothing* 
except her exceffive partiality - for him, and her 
confequent with to extenuate all his faults, could 
account for her difbelief of my fincerity. — It is not,r 
anfwcred her fon> wholly owing to her partiality 
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for him, I really think it is occafioned as much by 
her affection for you, and a defire to promote your 
in te re ft — however erroneous her judgment may be, 
I will give her credit" for the goodnefs of her inten- 
tion ; and as, you are well aware, fhe has not the 
nice (I reelings, lhe thinks your marrying Lord 
Farnford would be fo advantageous to you, that all 
other confide rations ought to be forgotten : now 
therefore tell me ingenuoufly whether in your pre- 
lent precarious iituation^ his title and fortune will 
not fooner or later prevail on you to yield,, this 
you certainly may believe of him, that he loves 
you fincerely j and it will fecure you from many 
evils ; and now, putting all together, tell -me, as 
your final determination, whether the want of af- 
fection for him i> an infurmountable ohftacle : 
on your anfwer the whole of my conduct with re* 
gard to your affairs will be founded : I will not 
allow you to recede from what you fhall fay ; fo 
be cautious, and weigh all the advantages of ac- 
cepting, and the probable confequences of refufing, 
before you refolve. I hope, faid Confrance, I am 
not in danger of his making me another offer ; all 
he folicits is my forgivenefs. 

How imperfectly, replied her coufin, do you 
undcritand Farnford ! you do not know it is his 
firrt principle never to give up what he has once 
purfued.— I know that trait in his chara&er, fhe 
returned, and though he did, immediately, aftewny 
poor father's death, repeat what he had propofed, 
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yet I think, on cooler reflection, his pride would 
oppofe him : the fubje# of his purfuit may he ren- 
dered unworthy of it ;*it may be fo totally deprived 
of all that gave it value, as to force him to relin- 
quifh it.^—Do not truft to this hope, faid Mr. St&- 
venell, avarice is not in the catalogue of his. vices 
and you may depend on it that, if he meant to give 
you up* he would not have thought your pardon 
worth alking ; he would have been very, well fatis- 
fied with having fuch a barrier between you and 
him ; and to fhew you that he cannot be charged 
with inconftancy, I can r on my own knowledge, 
aflure you that not many days ago he faid, when 
you were the fubject of converfation, and my mo- 
ther offered, to venture a wager that, notwithftand- 
ing all the circumflances of your fituation, you 
would be married in lefs than a twelvemonth, he 
anfwered, by fwearing folemnly, that whoever * 
dared to addrefeyou (hould fight him : — he faid you 
were his property, and he N would not be robbed ; 
but even fuppofing he (hould change his refolution, 
it can do you no harm to telr me what, in cafe he 
again aik you, you will do.— That I will very rea- 
dily, returned Mifs Fitzarthur, on condition you 
believe me lincere and firm : — I religioufly proteft 
that were Lord Farnford's rank and fortune ten 
times what they are, and were my fituation ftill 
lower than it is, I would reject all his offers ; for 
that which is urged to me as an argument for, is 
with me a diffu'afive from accepting them ; I fhould 
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be miferable with fuch a man, and the more exalted 
I* wasj the moie unhappy I fhould be. Good 
God ! to be forced to be a witnefs to drunkennefa- 
and ribt ! to fit at table with him and his libertine 
companions ! and hear the repetition of oaths and 
curfes, and perhaps in a few months to be flighted 
for fome abandoned creature who would take plea- 
sure in infulting me ! are thefe temptations ? and I 
declare without exaggeration* it is not the worft I 
ihould expect.: — How much confolation would mo* 
ney that I could not enjoy, and a coronet fo loaded,, 
afford me : — Yet I muft comfort myfelf that, I waa 
a countefs ; for I fhould have little elfe to look to 
in this worlds 

This explicit declaration pleafed Mr, Stave^nell,. 
he owned what {he faid juft, obferving how much, 
farther her mifery might be increafed, applauded 
her refolution, and promifed her all poffible affif- 
tance. However firm, faid Conflance, I may be, 
I cannot anfwer for myfelf if I am to be continually 
expofed'to Lord Farnford's vifits s and if my aunt 
gives him opportunities of feeing me :— I know not? 
what means he may make ufe of,, and I may be 
forced to confent while my fentiments of him re- 
main juft what they are now. — You have* I hope,, 
little to fear, Mr. Stavenell anfwered,— your pru- 
dence will keep him at a diftance, and, if you per-* 
fevere, he muft yield, — You will avoid as much as 
you can being in his company ; but I would not 
have you, if he fliould unexpectedly come in, fly 

him 


A, NOVEL* XjJ 

him: that would' encourage him, as he would 
know you . diftrufled your own fortitude* In alL 
your behaviour let him (be you are refblved, and 
you will weary htm* 

After thanking him for his advice* and proroifing 
to follow it, Conftance aiked Mr. Stavenell his opi* 
nion of the propriety of her remaining at Mrs. Aif- 
trey's : fhe told him candidly all her difficulty ; he 
preferred her ftaying where (he was* and acquainting 
Mrs* Aiftrey with Lortf Farnford's purfuits; by which 
{he would fecure a prote&ion equivalent to that of 
her mother. As it was almoft impoffible that fhe ' 
fiiould do this before his lordfhip came, her coufin 
propofed her going in difhabille with him to the 
play -, file confented, on condition fhe might fit 
where fhe was not in danger of being known* hop* 
ing that from her abfence Lord Farnford would 
colled tkatjbe did not mean to receive his vifits - 
and at leafl, if it had no other good effect* it would 
free her from an embarrafljng ntuation* 

They had juflt fettled their plan when th*y 
reached home : the family were all out* and Mr* 
Stavenell fat down with Conftance. There was a 
fubje& jon which fhe.wiflied much to fpeak to him* 
and yet fh&di^l not dare to introduce it* not knowing 
how it might affeft him ; but he ibon gratified hep * 
by ftarting it himfelf : this was Lady Reycolm, of 
whom file was defirous of learning fomething* It 
gave her great plea fu re to perceive that he had got 
oyer his attachment to her entirely ; he laughed at 

the 
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the folly of his paffion r and at the difficulty he had 
in getting rid of hei^ and concluded with faying it 
was madnefe for a man who was profeffionally a 
rambler to think of marrying :— - he obferved that 
if he married a deferring woman he {hould be per- 
petually unhappy in-his abfence fronr her ; and if 
he married any other, all the joy ot returning homo 
was embittered.* Conftance however learnt that he 
kept up no correfpoiidence with Lord Rcycolmv 
and that he knew no more o£ them than fhe did : 
fhe forbore Speaking of the omiffion*h* her letter,- 
as x perhaps it was accidental^ and fhfe feared magni- - 
fying- it into- fomething &riousv— When fhe found 
that there was no danger of exiting painful remem- 
brances, fhe acknowledged to Mr. Stavenell that - 
his magnanimity exceeded her- expectations.— 
There is nothing wonderfulin it, he replied, (he's 
married, and I can't have her, without knocking 
hef hufband on the head, and that-is* too much 
trouble, for,- entre nous, (he is not worth a vaft 
deal of pains * fhe has many recommendations, but 
. fhe did not behave well ; fhe ought not to have 
hefitated. I wifh her hufband may be happy with 
her, and in. all probability he will, if fhe has pru- 
dence enough- to hold her tongue, and not, if he 
does any thing to-difpleafe her, -tell him, if it had 
not been' for me fhe would not Have had him.-*-You 
fee that, with fuch an opinion of her, my overcom- 
ing a fhort liv'd paffion was not miraculous ; though v 
you feem to admire fit in me, I will ftake my credit 

yqu'< 
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**ouId do the fame : — you could hear Lord Cu- 
lorne fpoken. of without any change in your counte- 
nance. — Appearances inftantaneoufly contradi&ing 
him, he continued ferioufly :— I beg your pardon 
for making- the experiment: — I did not know it 
could have fuch an effedl ; but I will atone for it 
by aluiting you in overcoming as I have done: 
—you mull not think of him.— -I do not wonder at 
your attachment to him ;— he is, 'however in- 
difpenfibly obliged to marry Mifs Ecklow, though 
1 really believe it is againlt his inclination. — I was. 
told of your penchant for him, and hoped things 
would turn out better. — All I know of him is from 
hearfay, for he has dropped me, I fuppofe wifhing> 
is he ought, to forget you. — The tears ftarted into 
Conusance's eyes, fhe promifed to exert herfelf to 
follow Mr. Stavenell's example, and he, perceiving; 
that the dofe he had given her was quite as ftrong 
tt fhe could bear, foon quitted her. 


CKAP. 


13& CONSTAKCEt 


CHAP. XV* 


1 W Q^V I S 1 T 1 V S V fi 5 8» 

CONSTANCE could not get a private aiidiencer 
of Mrs. Aiftrey before dinner, bur when they 
all met (he mentioned her engagement for ttfe 
evening.— Why, Mifs Fitzarthur ! faid Mifs 
Aiftrey flaring with furprize, I thought you had 
▼owed you would not appear in public. — pray 
what's the^play that you've changed your mind ?— 
Upon my word, replied Conftance, I do not know ; 
I forgot to aik Mr. Stavcnell.— I dare fay then, re- 
turned mifs, it's the fame to you whether you go- 
to night or to-morrow ; if you'd put it off, I'd go 
with you then; befide Lord Farnford comes to 
night, you <lid not recollect that. — It is too late 
now, Conftance an r wered, I have promifed my 
eoufin, and I would not on any confideration dis- 
appoint him : Lord Farnford's vifit is to your fa- 
mily, not to me. Mrs. Aiftrey on this inter- 
fered, and defired Mifs Fitzarthur might be permit- 
to follow her own inclination. — WcH, faiJ her huf-* 
band, 1*11 teH you what I'll fay^ to my lord : I'll 
fay, my lord, Mifs 'Fitzarthur went to the play 
becaufe you was coming : If you ple'afe, fhe re- 
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plied, wifhing rather that he would tell him fo, — 1 
will fland his anger. 

- Soon after dinner, Mr. Stavenell came to take 
Conflance, who, not becaufe fhe expected gratifica- 
tion from the amufement, but becaufe ihe hoped to 
avoid pain, rejoiced at leaving the houfe : (he re- 
turned about half pail eleven, and going to the 
drawing-room, to her inexpreffible mortification 
found Lord Farnford flili there : as he came only 
for a tea-vifit, Ihe had no idea of his flaying fo 
long, and therefore had made no inquiries of the 
fervant. .. Her averfion to him, and her dread of 
what fhe might fuffer, prompted her to retire a$ 
icon as fhe Jaw him, till recollecting Mr. Stave- 
nell's. advice not to encourage his purfuit by flying 
from him, fhe again advanced. The company, 
exclufive of the family, confifled only of Lord 
Farnford and Captain Berneil, who were engaged 
with Mr. Aiftrey and his daughter at awhifl table: 
Mrs. Aiilrey fat out, and by her Conflance feated 
herfelf. Nothing more than the ufual compliment* 
paffed till the party rofe and Captain Berneil went 
away, which was in a few minutes after fhe came in : 
then Mr. Aiflfey, running up to her, faid :— - well 
I told my lord you know what, and what do you 
think my lord told me. — I fuppofe, replied Con- 
fiance, flriving to appear at eafe, he faid I was very 
rude. — No, he did not, returned Mr. Aiflrey ; he 
faid if that was true he'd be up with you, for he 
would not ftir till you came home. — I am forry* 

Ihe 
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flic anfvvcrcd, that I fhbuld be the oceafion of de- 
taining his lardfliip here. — In feeing you, madam/ 
he replied bowijig obfequioufly, I am amply re- 
paid :— I wait to hear you contradict what Mr» 
Ailtrey told me. — She faid nothing ; but Lord J 
Farnford, to make her fpeak, repeated- his expecta- 
tion. — Contradift me, mils, cried Mr. Aiftrey, and 
I'll tell my Lord about you at breukfaf}:. 

It was now her intercft to keep fair,* if poflible r . 
with both, and this was not eafily to be done ; fhe 
could not deny that fhe went from home to avoid 
Lord Farnford, and even if fhe could have detne it r 
in any way fhort of falfity, .fhe expofed herfelf to 
whatever Mr. Aiftrey might chufe to reveal ; and y . 
that if (he confefled that what he had aflerted was 
true, fhe muft, by fome means- or other, juftify an- 
incivility which fhe avowed to be intentional : fhe 
therefore endeavoured to efcapc. by faying that 
though fhe would not be fo rude as to contradiCfr 
any body, all the -family knew that her going to 
the play was in confequence of Mr. Stavenell's in- - 
▼kation.— Well, interrupted Mifs Aiftrey, I*nr- 
fure ypu wasVt engaged this morning when my> 
lord fent: — you woudnY have been fo.>flurried if 
you hadn't' thought you fhould hav&feen liim,— 
Well done, Polly, replied her father: — aye, iny 
lord, we all fee which way the -wind blew when 
your man came ; I faid 'twas .a fore place, but the 
fly thing has a mind to try your metal ; ihe runs 
away only to feeifjouMI follow: aye, aye, that's ab 

ways- 
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vmtays been the way with the girls ever fince I have 
known 'em, and I dare fay, my lord, you've always 
•found 'it fa.-— While he was fpeaking, Conftance 
affe&ed not to pay any attention to him, and fhe 
talked to Mrs. Aiftrey rnoft earneftly on nothing, 
Jeaft Lord Farnford fhould interpret her confufion 
to his advantage. — Aye, aye, continued the face- 
tious gentleman, in*he fame ftrain of jocularity^ fhe 
won't hear^ — I understand her ^ cunning, my lord, 
you muft fpeak yourfelf :— may be the poor thing's 
frafhful before company, I always thought fhe 
was fliy. 

Conftance could ,no longer bear fuch coarfe 
raillery, which was encouraged by the pleafure it 
ieeraed -to afford Lord Farnford.: (he told Mr. 
Aiftrey that the xonftrucYions he put on her words 
and actions were equally erroneous, and in a low 
„ voice faid to Mrs. Aiftrey, that fhe muft leave the' 
room for fhe could not fit it; when his lordfhip 
rang. for. his carriage. Mr- Aiftrey prefled him to 
"^ftay, and Polly joined him ; but he was fortunately 
engaged to fupper: he, bowed to- the ladies,, and, 
then coming up to Mifs Fitzarthur, with that con- . 
fident aiTurance that marked his- char after, he took 
from nis pocket a letter which he offered her and 
-fhe refufed to accept : ^he then faid, in a tone of 
haughtinefs mixed with ironical fubtniflura, If yon 
will condefcend,: madam, to look at the outfide only, 
• you will perceive' there is no danger; fhe glanced 
-at it- as he held it in .his handy and feeing it wa<j 

Mr*. 
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Mrs. Stavcnell's writing, without (peaking took it. 
As he was going, Mr. Aiftrey intreated he might 
have the honour of another vifit, which his lord* 
(hip with the moft affable goodnefs, very readily 
promifed,— I guefs, faid hofpitable Mr. Aiftrey, 
pointing over his (houlder fo Conftance, while we 
can keep her we may hope for a call now and then, 
and mind, don't you be diflieartened ; if (he won't 
fpcak, I'll fpeak for her,— I know what (he would 
fay better than die does herfelf— Lord Farnford 
again promifed to ufe the liberty allowed him, and 
went away. 

Conftance afterwards tried to convince Mr. Aiftrey 
of his error : but, as (lie could do this no others 
wife than by denying any attachment ^to Lord 
Farnford, he placed it all to the account of hypo- 
crify; and declared that if fhe talked till doomfc 
day he would not believe any young woman could 
be in earned in protefting fhe was indifferent to fuch 
a man : in' this fentimcnt his daughter moft heartily 
Concurred. It was in vain to contend with folly 
and prejudice, (he therefore faid (lie fhould leave it 
to time to difcovef her fincerity* 

As fhe was not in a difpofition to -enjoy the ebul- 
litions of Mr. Aiftrey 's wit, and he feemed too well 
plcafect with them to check it, under pretence of 
fatigue (he retited to her room, when the family 
went to fupper.— When (lie was going out of the 
parlour, Mr. Aiftrey called to her,— Remember to 
read your letter : do you tnirfk it wiH be a compof- 
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Jtig draught, or won't it diflurb your reft ?— If I may 
judge, fhe anfwcred, by knowing whence it comes 
it will, I believe, be neither.— Why, it comes from 
him that brought it, faid Mr. Aiftrey. — You arc 
mittaken, fir, returned fhe, it comes from my aunt : 
I fuppofe fhe fent it by Lord Farnford.~0 you fly 
baggage ! cried: he, — yon can't take me in ; I know 
better : .you'r deadly fly.— —Piqued at having her 
veracity thus queflioned, fhe came back to the 
table, and opened her letter, intending to convince 
Mr. Aiftrey by the fignature that he was deceived ; 
but what could exceed her mortification and diflref^ 
when fhe found that it Was file who was deceived, 
for it was actually written and figned by Lord 
Farnford, nothing more than the fuperfcription bt~ 
ing Mrs. Stavenell's : file immediately, without 
reading it, twifted it up, and lighted one end of it 
at the candle, threw it within the hearth, while 
Mr. Aiirrey, who had peeped over her fhoulder 
and feen the name, in the ardour of exultation was 
clapping his hands, and wifhing he had laid a bot- 
tle of wine on it. , * 

In going up flairs, her candle blew out ; and 
being alone, ' fhe returned, not very willingly, to 
the parlour to light it : at the moment of her open- 
ing the door, fhe heard Mrs. Aiftrey fay ;— Now, 
Mary, you are rightly feryed :— you deferved to 
be punifhed for your impertinent curiofity : — I am 
glad, Mifs Fitzarthur, you are come back, for 
your letter has been refcued from the flames, and 

my 


I44 « O N S T A N C*: 

^luiiitivencfs by reading it. — it i nau iv 
T U d Co" fta nce calmly, chat Mifs AUhey w.O-d 
fo be infold of the contents, I wou Id have fl,ew« 
it to her; but I muft beg to have" it reftored to 
me . I did not read it myfclf, and fho U ld> very 
£ rv to have it preferved.-This re^ JJ- 
Aiftrey complied with, by producmg * *<» n J 6 " 
ttnd her, while her countenance exaftly repr- 

* m , J* . . A( . Uttl . m ind. Conftance again 
fented the traits ot a little mmu. 

fet the paper on fire, and whenihe had feen .ten- 
tirely confumed, retired, more vexed than ever 
with the father and daughter, and wiftung earnestly 
*o fpeak in private .to -Mrs. Aiftrey, a, foe knew 
.not wWt the letter .contained, or how much of K 
•required explanation to clear her of fufpicion. 

Jt was >with -no fmall reiuaance that flxe went 
•down the next morning, but -when the family met, 
flie was comforted by -finding that an early engage- 
ment engrofled their thoughts and fonverfation ; 
Mx. Aiftrey was urging his wife to go fomewhere 
with him and his daughter, to which Mis. Aiftrey 
appeared very averfe : he ftrengthened Ws intreaty 
Jby faying,—- yo,u had better go with us, I'm fure 
Mifs Fitzarthur wUl think herfelf obliged to you. 
— Before Conftance could refle£t how this was pof- 
fible, Mrs. Aiftrey replied, — I cannot believe Mifs 
Fitzarthur would be pleafed to know I afted againft 
my confeience j befide I have told you I have an 
■engagement at home, and therefore cannot go. — On 

this 
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^ecrtfJis -the point was- given up, and the camigtf br- 
«dered at twelve. 

Conftapce was much pleated with the opportuni- 
ty this would afford her of feeing Mrs. Aiftrey 
•alone, an'd imagined (he chole to fray at home for 
this purpofe : (till however (he could not. account 
ibr Mc Aiftrey's faying 'her going would tblige Mifs 
&it%arthur^ nor for the anfwer that it would be 
**g*i*ft htr confeuncex at-laft (he concluded her kind 
friend had mentioned her wifti for this opportunity, 
•and that her hufhaad 1 imagined it was an interview 
Conftance was defirous to avoid. Finding Mrs* 
-Aiftrey employed after breakfast fo that fhe could 
toot then (peak to hery antTtruftih'g that fhe fhouid 
shave time more than fuflicieht after her two impe- 
•dinienfs wfe& gon!£, fhe* went up to ner chani6«V 
whittitr Mifs Aiftrey followed her r (lie would' Hot ' 
let her reft till (he had pfcomtfed to forgive and n6-' 
l ver to toenridn h£r reacftmf the letter,' wliich Con- 
ftanci, Whoffe tender had ho gafl in it^ very wil- 
4ingty did, alter having tak4h the occ&fion to re- 
j)rtfent to 1 her the evils coflfeqi&itf on indulging 
f uch a difpof&dn ; the faring her admonition* • 
Mtfs Atiirrey fctmtdxo cahfider as the penance (he 
tnuftlftufergfr f«Mrtie grarxiifcatF6n flie had fccured ; 
andlfavfeg armfcd fcerTelf with chrMHah patience,' 
exptfftifig prbWSty Ww ca# for' ft, Ihb lieard her - 
^orfgabft 'If^not fa&. attehtibn; yer Without inter-' 
rypffdny Thelafcrivaf of the catriagrput an eh* to 
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her martyrdom, and afforded her a dHpcnS 
from any thing farther* 


CHAP. XVL 


MALICE* 

IMMEDIAf ELY on hearing the coach 
■ drive from the door, Confta nee carried her woijt 
into Mrs. Aiftrey** dreffing-room, and (he l>y 
coming Toon to her, prefenteil the defired oc- 
canon: there was now no fcar^ of intrufion ; but 
Mifs Fitzarthur needed encouragement z for 
though in her own mind file was pcrfuaded it 
wa* to hear her that Mr*, Aiftrcy ftaid. at homey 
fheknew not how to begin : the ladies fcemed equally 
cmbarrafled; they were not fiient 9 ,k 19 tru*» 
yet the little they faid was on topics totally foreign 
to this important one : the paufes were long and 
frequent, and every attempt to fpeaV was fne, com- 
mencement of a «w convcrfiuion. In this pernjex- 

ing 
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ing ftate Conftance had remained near a quarter of an 
hour* liriving to get courage, and heartily angry 
at her own timidity, when a loud rap at the ftreet- 
door announced an interruption : (he felt half plead- 
ed at a circuniilance which might free her, and yet 
(he perfuaded herfelf that (he could at that moment 
have fpoken. Mrs. Aiftoey (aid not a word, and 
Conftance went into the front room to fee who was 
come : fhe knew the carriage fhe faw, for it was 
Lord Farnford's, and initantly flew back to Mrs*. 
Aiftrey, who had taken up her work as if to quit 
the room,— You are not going ? Madam, fkid .Con- * 
dance eagerly, pray do not leave me.«*-Why not ? 
Mrs. Aiftrey a&ed. Becaufe, fhe replied, Lord 
FarnforcPs come, and I am afraid they will fay I 
am at homevr*Pray. do not go: — if you do,, I will 
follow yora r—^I -will not fee him alone.— Indeed ! 
returned Mcs. Aiftrey fmiling, are you ferious ?~ 
Yes certainly, anfwered Convince; for heaven's 
fake, Madam, do not yam ton doubt my fincerity. 
— I will not* replied . her kind friend, going back 
to her feat, I will do as you denre me* 

Lord Farnford was now announced, and as was 
nitufual cuftom, immediately entered : an uncom- 
mon degree of pleaCure appeared on his countenance 
as he ejprcffed to Mifs Fitzarthur his fenie of the 
obligation, ihe conferred k>ri- him by admitting him : 
—a paUfe fucoeeded to inquiries after the perfons 
of the family r: at < Length his lordlhip rifing, told 
Conftance he was juft come 6am Mrs. Stavencll, 
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bad a little private bufinef* froniher which be**nV 
♦«d to communicate. — Whatever, (he^repHed, yowr 
lordfhip may have to feyv I wifh nay goed friend . 
Mrs. AUtrey to hear,— Bat is Mra Aifirey* faidhe* . 
fufficiently acquainted with what has 1 pgtifed be-. 
tween us, -and with the ground of our difference re . 
make what I have to. (ay. intelligible ? nothing up?. . 
on earth is (o tormenting as being told half a ftory* 
I had rather,, if you pleafe, fpeak <to you elfe« 
. There.— -I do not chufe angered Conftamse* to bear 
what is to be known to none except myfeUt 
and mufl therefore decline any private ^-converfa- 
ikm. - • 

The lunation of Mn* Atfhvy. wartfecoms. dtf- ' 
Treffing: the fai^ fhewat tha cfcftack .to L**di Farn- 
-ford's difclofing the b»*fia«6 1m came *%. And again . 
raftered to leare them ; but Conflaaoe- repeated 
her requeft that fhe would flay. He* caution net- . 
tied Lord Farafbrd, and he exclaimed ,-— Yauiuf 
piciou* creature J will you never ibeiiejre jrcta. an 
ftfavwithmej I hoped £ram your admitrtng «ie» 
your fererity waerdaxed e fHtt.yon are: the fame* 
-w*Wr*anyemiia«.to fear from, me; the refped 
**th w j, w h jrannrnft oonfefr I hawe.in all ckcum- 
™u»*™ treat«d,you/uititJertne to your confidence* 

^y ? u.,vhlch you . refijfetoheap . 

me. M^A^^i,^^,^^^.^ 
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flamre v told him, with a degree of warmth, that flic 
was aftonifhed at his teazing Mifs Fitzarthur to d6 
that which he muft fee was difagreeable to her ; — 
that though fhc knew not her reafons fur refuting 

- to fpeak with him in another room, fhe was fatiafad 
of her prudence,, and could only infer from that 
and his lordfhrp's behaviour that he had given her 

• eccaiion to diftruft him, * 

» 

To this Lord Farnford replied, .that fo far was it 
from being the fa&, that the whole of his conduit* 
fince-fhe had known him had been fuch as ought % 

• to have infpired her with confidence ; but . that 
Mifs Fitzarthur's temper was fo Variable that he 

- sever could tell in what humour he might, expeflr 
top lind her : If Mrs Aiftrey was nble to difcbvjr 
the motives which aftuated her, he admired herfe- 
gacity and. penetration ; to him they appeared m- 

- explicable. This ill-natured intimation of coque- 

- try in MHs Fitzarthur, calculated to prejudice her 
friend, /and to drawhef to his fide, mified its aim, 

-but wounded Conftance, who burft into team. 
Mrs. Aiftrey hur: at her dbftrefs, anfwercd, that if 

- fte found her capricious, her opinion would be 

- much changed ; till then, and while ihe had ground : 
for believing .her only prudently cautious, ihe 
fhould be fare of her protection.— *It is high time, 
returned Lord Farnford, that yotf, Madam, who 
are fo difpofed to fupport Mifs Fitzarthur, fliould 
know on what foundation I thought myfelf intitled 

s*o this fmalLfavoux. My acquaintance with her . 
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began hft winter while foe was at Mrs. StavenettV, 
there I had frequent opportunities of feeing her, 
, and the.r. gard I at firft entertained for her, and 
which I for a long time fuppreffed that I might not 
tempt her to break her word to Lord Reycolm, m- 
crcafrd into a moil ardent paffion. She knew what 
I felt, and r.cr behaviour was fometimes fuch as to 
encourage my hopes, at others fuch a* to make me 
doubt whether I bad made any progrefs in my pur- 
fuit : at length after having-paid her unremitted!)' 
the adoration fit for a/ deity, and when fne faw.my 
attachment attrafted the notice of our friends, <fhe 
grew let* variable, and from fome favours- 1 receiv- 
ed and her protection to thofe whom fhe knew to 
lein my intereft, that fhe would do nothing to 
make me uneafy, J was led to imagine I had con- 
quered her natural verfatility; but her diftruft 
returned fuddenly, aided by her pride, which made 
her repent her condefceniion, and -oib roe with ag- 
gravated cruelty^ and fhidied infult.—You cannot 
be ignorant, Madam, be confined of x the .misfor- 
tunes of her family : immediately as I was apprized 
of them, I wrote to her, telling her I frill enter- 
tained the fame paffion for her, and fhould rejoice 
in her lofs of fortune if it prevailed cm her to ihare 
mine : this letter fhe would not ftoop to anfwer 
herklf : — fhe employed her mother .to do it, and I 
received a ppfitive refufal r and an intimidating 
threat that her friends would relent any further fo 
bcuation.— I leave you to judge how. well rajrofer 

merited 
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merited fuch a reply, and how well it became their 
circumtlances ; yet even this could not detach me 
from Mifs Fitzarther : I hoped {he had afted under 
the influence of another, and ftill retained my love 
for her:— I have made ufe of one opportunity of 
feeing her fince (lie came to town, and fhe then 
convinced me that her own fentiments were thofe 
conveyed tome. Mrs. Stavenell is my friend, and 
blames her- extremely ; bitt as tvtujbe cannot ptir- 
fuade her, I* am firmly 'of opinion that I am in- 
debted for all the ill ufage I have received from 
Mifs FitzarthuT, to ptide, caprice, and a mbft un- 
judicable regard for one, who has revenged ray 
quarrel by flighting her. 

As he fpoke- thefe laft words he fixed h\* eyfcs 
fledfaftly on Conusance ; fke faw that Mrs. Aiftrey 
was in fufpenfc between 'her inclination flili ta 
think her right, and the neceffity of 'admitting the 
force of aflertions, which were yet incontroverted j 
and enraged at his malicious infinuations, and dif- 
regarding alt the reafons which had* hitherto kept 
her filcnt, Jhe told Lord Farnford that he well 
knew trie motives of her conduft, and thatlf it was 
blameable he was refponlible for it : this fentence 
unfortunately admitting of two cioatfru&ona, he 
immediately rffixe.i on it* that the* mpft favourable 
to his purpofe, and ludicrouily acknowledging him* 
felf refppnfibie for Mils fitzarthur's ferrors, at- 
tempted to prevent her proceeding ';> but Mrs, 
"Aiftrey innfled on her being heard l (he was fo 
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agitated that fhe could not inftantfycDllec"l herfelFJ 
and at that moment a. lady, whom Mrs. Aiftrey 
had appointed to be with her, came into the room. 
It could not be expetfed tiiat Lord Farnford would- 
at this critical juncture offer to retire ; he did not r 
Mrs. Aiftrey took the lady into the nest room, and 
told Conftance (he would 'go no farther. 

As foon as Lord Farnford was alone with Con- 
ftance,, he begged her, in a low v&ice, to hear 
. uhat he had to fay with patience, : he expreffed 
great contrition for having been betrayed* into ex- 
cufing his urgency by the method he had taken ; 
he.faid Jie fince rely repented it, and* would make 
every atonement in bis power. I am rather obliged 
to- #ou, r flie replied, for having made it fb indif- 
penlibly neceflary for me to do, what I have long 
wanted refoiution to attempts I fhall now, in or- 
der to clear myfelf of the imputations you have 
been.pleafed to throw on me, make Mrs*: Aifrrey 
acquainted with the whole of yodr conduct to* 
wards me, and refer it to her to determine whe- 
ther caprice, or a prudent regard for myfelf go- 
verns me. 

I am ablblutely ruined then, returned he ; you 
wUl reprefent me Jn the colours moft favourable 
to yonrfelf, ^nd fuch a woman aa you appeal to 
will make nx> allowance, nor attribute what I have 
<lone fp Its true caufe ; but of this, madam, you 
may reft afTured, that if you fucceed in your en- 
fatvpurs.to make her my enemy, I fhall try the 
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'iftength of nry friends againft yours, and in fom'e 
way or other I do not tloubt of carrying my point. 
I fhould however be fo much hurt at the idea of 
patting any force on you, and your voluntary 
^onfent is fo neceffitry to complete the felicity of 
tatting ybii mine, that I mould forego the greater 
part of my wh*hes for the fake of pfeferving'your 
-favour. "Here then what I propO'fe, and judge 
which is predominant, my love for you, or my 
wifh to gratify, myferf: the facriiice I will make 
cofts me dear, yet it fhall be made : from thla 
moment 1 renounce all hope of prevailing with 
you*; and though my bufinefs this morning was^ 
"again to urge you, as I fee you would not be hap^- 
*py with me, I relinquish the intention. When I." 
Itavc given this proof of regard for you, in pre- 
ference to myttlf, I truft you -will not refufe me 
¥he recompenfe 1 aik f6r fo great, fo valuable, fo 
gainful a renunciation * - if you ibeliere my love for 
yoti, and know how ardent iris* you may form a 
faint conception of what I fuffer in thus giving 
Jrou up, and you will not refufe the only thing that- 
can fupportme under it tall I alk is your friend- 
ftop, and to be allowed to fee you $ ; and, if you * 
will grant rthis,', I promife, on; my word and ho- 
nor, never again to importune you.* 1 will never, , 
from this moment^, open my lips On the fob- ' 
jefr of my paffionj k if I fuffer, it fliall t>e~ in fe- 
rret 5 it will %t Ifcfs painful than the confeioufhefs-" 
«f having made you wretched : I own my errors ;. 
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attribute them to their proper caufe, and blame 
your own beauty and attraction for what I have 
done. 

Conftance, ever ready to difcover, to acknow- 
ledge, and to applaud merit of any kind, and 
whofe anger feldom outlawed its caufe, now wifhed 
file could prevail on herfelf to think lefs unfavour- 
ably of one who feemed difpofed to facrifice his 
peace to her's ; it was forbearance, it was genera- 
lity, it was virtue, and {he felt hurt at the pain (he 
occafioned him ; yet her averuon to him did not 
decreafe : he was Lord Farnford— he was. odious 
to her. She however flattered herfelf with the 
hope of being freed from any farther alarms,, but 
fearful left her difpofition to believe jwhafc it .was fo 
much her intereft fliouid be true, might make her 
lefs cautious than (he ought to be, Hie anfwered 
him by faying that if he really found any difficulty 
in renouncing her, the, feeing her >vou.id only in- 
creafe it, anil that fhe; thought, r for , their mutual 
eafe, ft was better they, fhould avoid meeting.— 
And can you, he interrupted, cruelly infijft on 
completing a punifhment, which in its moit miti- 
gated ftatc 1 can hardly bear, by this aggravation I 
1 cannot agree to fuch hard terms : to/orjake m% 
hopes, ,and to be banifhed from you is intolerable* 
—Well then, faid Conflance, who dreaded driving 
him tp eternities, how am I to be .aflUred that 
you will perform this promife? what' reliance do^ 
you think I can have on your probations ?— Re- 

membex 
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member, he replied, bow I behaved to : you when 
I Had you in my power.— That remembrance*, *faid 
fhe, would aft agaiiift you. — No fiirely, anfwered 
his lordfhip, if you recoiled the offer I* made youj 
and wh}ch Metward oppofed — you may /fay I waa 
rafh, and that is the word : think of what I did ; 
compare it with what I could have done*; and then: 
you muft be convinced that as 1 then woutd have 
given up to relieve you, I fhaii not defeat my endea- 
vours by a breach of my word. 

Judging it fafeft to yield, fhe agreed to what he 
propofed, and' a treaty of peace was concluded, 
which he made her ratify by hahds-ftlakirigj : her 
aiked a Mil farther taken of reconcniation; but this 



fhe pofitively refufed v it was a favour, even Lord* 
Galorrie, well as he flood withher, and intiiriate ar 
their connection was, had never prefumed to foticit, 1 
and fhe had no inclination to make an* eT&Gptibrf 
for the fake of Lord Farnford: he enjcou¥irged her 1 
hope' that his intentions were what tfhe'wifceid them;,' 
by declining to urge it, and in lieu of it; obtained^ 
from her a promife not to let MrsJ Aiftrey know 
the caufe of their difference,- nor to fay- any'thingf 
that might prejudice her againft him r to'fhis'lhe* 
at firfl warmly ohje&ed, as it was exclurtfmg'her 
from the means of j unifying hcrfelf, and of clear* 
ing her conduct from fufpicion which he had ex- 
cited : fhe offered to infure him from Mrs. Aiftrey*s 
refentment, but this would not fatisfy him ; he had 
a large {hare of forefight, and knew how little 
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ffeaftfe $ere w£s.,£p IfUeYjer re-entering the bpufe^ 
jjf jtyl ra. Ai^j was fo aUiraed :. he therefore fire- 
%uoyfly infifted .op this jptfnt 5 he faid .what had 
raffed woiilfl be copftnped into ppguvded warmth,- 
and a trifling quarrel ietwxen tifcem; and without 
flic confcrued be not only threatened to retract his 
^onceffions, but fotemnly fapjee that he would 
never foajrc jpe/fecuting her till be had aiarried 
fcer : .thefe .being terrific evils,- flic, was ^rccd tp. 
buy peace and fecurijty at the $ricj* Jbe fejt on thenv 
and Xkm iw Jwfetf free r unlefii Lorfl JParnfprd 
was more, cotjtpletely wicked than even j^r had ever 
tjipugbt b\»» irons* his importunate folkit^ions. 
f Mrs^AUtiflr jewned k«fc«he wept away j ihe 
$eiged nc* a-jittj* fyrpri*ed at the change of teni- 
jex^he <^f*fed,~and ip. raUJfiy ren^rj^d on it: 
Lottf ^artford Brcrewed all farther in^uuy by in- 

^^tMr.^rc &ch as wer© <*$ly a&uited 5 *«d 
faid that as they Jjfld reqgrocaily c$e$de*) r they 
^ad reciprocally fprgjven. JJrs.. Aifttey replied,. 
1^ if nof perfectly fatwp^i, that foe was gfed tfeeir 
Charity was of fucli* extent* and hi* k)r40)ij>j to 
whom the. fbbjeft wa& not very agreeable, al»pft> 
i^aedia^lj cabled for lya carriage* 
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9? a far minuses after he wafrgone, Mr. Aiffrejr 

and bis daughter returned home, and relieved 

Conftanoe frorp her dread of thofe inquiries which 

a^lhort .w& before fhe had fa jpuch -wiihed would 

*W* Jpajnd her jhe taik of intrtxiu^ng the fub* 

]&& ibe thought hqrfelf bound to cucptain t. her fcut- 

however wire grotutdteft, forMw. Atflrey did not. 

item iocBntd to a&any xy&Qhp** and Scarcely to 

fewk— : — WieUj fetd Mr. AUbrey,. to his wife at 

he earn* if», ..What {part fct*t youvbad ?~Watv 

Mife in tb* damps ? or tU^fl^Jbehare prettily ?~ 

Jfow t*a* L*>wi Farafard pc*ic off ? with a&rafcch* 

ed face, ha ?— *He received no anfoer, and Con* 

4»&ce a/ked how he fcnew of l<ord FarnfondVbeY* 

iDg bsea there* — Aye,, he repjicdV that's the won* 

«>r : ym flmft know 1'ia a conjureiy and deal a 

(ttfein the bia«k anr^'U teii you ; poor thing fit 

wants tip hear all about k ; but 'twas your own faul* 

•ttflyt .that you wasn't at wife as me :- if you hadn't 

\0& as high as St. Paul'^you might hare been 

at cawing top.-rrr^This wa* wholly u/dntelligible 

to 
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to Conftance ; but, aware of the conftru&ion that 
would be put on her curiofity, flic forbore any 
other qucftion. Finding (he would not dk again, 
and unable to deny* himftflf the pleafure of divulg- 
ing this grand myftery, Mr, Aiftrey, after having 
tried to torment her fufficiently long, told her that 
the letter which (he had burnt and his daughter 
had fnatched from the fire, informed her of Lord 
Famford's intention to be with her that morning : 
and fo, continued he, that was- the reafon Mary 
and t got ourfeives ourof the way, that we might 
not fpoil good company, and you know I tried to 
perfuade my Wile to eome along, and (he wou'dn't, 
I- hope (he wasn't- m the way, there was no per* 
fuadingher, though I told her how (hy you'd bty 
and that you woudn't fpeak out if (he was by. . 

' Mrs. Aiftrey's reafon for (laying at< home was 
developed, and Conftance exprefled her- gratitude 
for this truly generous care of** her. I tori -very 
happy, me anfwered, in having opportunities of 
obliging you* . though in this inftanee I muft own 
Lalmoft repent what I have done. — Her difplea- 
fui* was vifible while (he fpoke, and the declara- 
tion alarmed -Mil* Rtxarthur : the curiofity of the 
hufband and .daughter was -awakened, and they 
were loud in de£ring to know* what it meant^while 
Conftance, who feared having ofended M*». AHlrey, 
waited with filenr anxiety to learn why (he repented 
her kindnefs : neither clamor nor filence prevailed 
on her to fay any more, and -thofe of her owji fa- 
mily 
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• roily, defpairing of being gratified, began gueflmg 
. at her meanings — I know, faid Mr. Airtrey, what 

my wife means : Mifs wou'dn't fpeak, and I fup- 

• pofe my lord toW her (he only behaved herfelf fi> 
afore company. No*, no, interrupted his Polly, 
I dare fay Lord Farnford had found out that mamma 

. ftaid at homey and fo wouldn't come r you know 
h« faid hefliould expert to fee her alone; 

To put aa end to conjecture, Conftance now erf- 
. treated Mrs, Aiftrey to give a reafon for what (he 
had faid. Can you need to be informed ? faid 
.Mrs. Aiftrey,. looking intently at her. Indeed,. 
-replied Cosftance, I ftand as much in nee3 of in- 
ibrraation,. and am* as much at a- fcf¥ as any one 
here. .Why then, returned fhe, I will tell you; I 
was extremely forry to find myfelf fuch a reftraint 
on your convedhtion with- Lord Farnford : were 
you afraid I (hauld. be > offended at your fuffering, 
nae to go a*way ? or what was k that made you de- 
fire me to /ftay when I evidently -obliged you to* 
aflumo a; behaviour not Natural to you ?-^— ^his, 
anfwered Conftance, I can eafily reconcile : it was 
jny- fincere with tw avtoid feeing Lord Farnford' 
alone : it was prudent, nay it was- my duty to do 
fo ; bufe wheiiyovr were called aWay, I was forced 
tQ;il«sj4ie-, ydirfaw, had irritated me : wh en yotf 
weie gom6 he. made conceffions, and gave me every' 
pouibQe affurarice Hfoat I Ifcbukl have no future caufe 
of complaint, and,, 'hew wifely I will not pretend 
to determine, I* promiftd to fhew no farther re- 
} 1 'i 4. Tentraent. 
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fbntment* Very well, ray dear, interrupted Mr*. 
Aiftrey, if you are. {atisfied I ought to be fo ; you 
will, notwithftandrag allow me to be a Iktle fiuv- 
,prized when I had lately left you highly difplea- 
Jed with each other,, to find jro£ on my return vety 
fgoo4 friends* 

That (he-herfclf was neither faiisSed nor pleafed, - 
Mrs. Aiftrey's countenance (hewed; tut a* it was 
srappffibl* for Mifa Fitzarthur to explain taie auk- 
ward bufinefs any farther then; flSe was going out' 
of the room, when Mr. Aiftrey calling .her hack,*, 
and fltakiogher hand violently*- whhed her joy of. 
having come to- her i*ntes*-*to my fenfea ? Ihe re- 
peated :- 1 ant forry I bare- ever done- any thrag- to * 
make you fnfpeft 1' had loft them Well newt, > 
.continued he,* I hope we fhalUrave no more iqaab- 
Eles : 1 knew if you" once met alone ail would "be" 
fettled. I dare fay my lord iwitt make* a^very good 
hufband> don't you think fo, flybooTs, ha ? God 
forbid, returned Conftanoe,, I ihotrfd ever ptt* it m ■> 
the trial. What now,, you're ^g^ to yon* 
old fry tricks again, faid Mr; Aiftrey : I tbisk 
when you're in one of tbcfo here humour* we inofr 
ftod.for Lord Farnford. , . 

Indeed fiiy replied Gonfh^ee,. whom fhlt im*- 
pertinent^ raillery fretted, f jjou totally iftifurfier^ 
ftand both Lord Farnford and me, I iffure yotw 
Aye* interrupted he r . aiTure mc of wont you pjeafe,. 
but that you don't like my ford,, for Ita fiire>thaf 
is impoffibie. Indeed I think & too, fetdraift, and* 

Lthinfc 
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I think he was amazing good natured to come, af- 
ter fome folks had been fo huftifh. Pooh, pooh, her 
&ther anfwercd,, he knows (he likes him j av e, lovers. 
mull bear a great deal r I dare fay my lord has feen 
enough of the world to know how to manage twenty 
fuch : his time will come, and if I was as M.Q 
Fitzarthur I fhould be afraid of ufing him fo ill, 
for fear he mould return it in kind, when I was his 
wife. To this Con (lance replied, that ^le hau no 
fuch fear, for that fhe muft have loft her fenfes irre- 
coverably ever to give him that advantage over her ; 
and Mifs- Atfirey, whom nothing, would have un- 
deceived, exclaimed, O Lord ! Lord I how can 
you talk fo ? will any body make me believe that 
you Would refufe fuch a huiband if you was left to 
yourfclf? And fo handfome- too, obferved mlft, 
I'm fure,if it was to fave my life, I cou'dn't do 
it. Aye, and fo handibme, as Polly fays, conti- 
nued her father,, and with a matter of I don't hour 
many thoufand a year,, and a title and all — Oiio* 
roifly madam, you will never make me believe that :.* 
I cannot think you fo filly. Indeed then, faid 
Conflancc* your opinion of me was much too fa- 
vourable; for I fblemnly proteft, were all thefe 
advantages and honours ten times what they are, I 
'would on no consideration have Lord Farnford 2 
this he knows and believes. At theje word* Mrs. 
Aiftrey flatted, and looked at Mifs Fitzarthur, as 
# fhe doubted if it .was fhe who uttered them : Mr v 

Aiftrey 
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Aiflrey fell into a violent fit of laughter ; and Con- 
fiance went to drefs. 

Mifs Aiflrey foon followed her r fhe wanted to 
know whether Conftance was leally fincere : but 
(he was not formed for a confidante, even if Mifs 
Fitzarthur had been inclined to indulge her; fkc 
tried by every artifice her fmall talents were capa- 
ble of, till failing to obtain the difcovery fhe ex- 
pected, and finding nothing was to be learnt that 
ilie would credit, fhe went away in fcarch of iome 

new trifle. 

♦ 

A meflage came from Mrs. Stavenett, juft before 
dinner, defiring Mifs Fitzarthur would drink tea 
with her: as fhe was not othcrwife engaged fhe 
cdiild not decline the invitation,, and he* aunt's 
coach was to call' her early* All dinner time Mr* 
Aiflrey 's wit was on the flrefcrh to>teaze Con (lance ; 
he in lifted on it that fhe was to. meet Lord Farn- 
ford, and not even her faying, that could fhe Mink 
fo, fiie would vnotgoy could convince him : but that 
which gave her the moft ferioiia concern was the 
obfervjitior* that Mrs- Aiihey's behaviour to her was 
cold and referved : fhe was evidently difpleafed, and 
it was much eafier for Con fiance to. guefs at the 
caufe than to remove it at that timet As her agree- 
ment with Lord Farnford was that fhe-fhould not 
reveal the caufe of their difference* nor prejudice 
Mrs. Aiflrey againit him, fhe fi ill could, iu agreat 
meafrtre, clear herfelf : much remained for her tt- 
fey without infringing on her promifc, -and the 

peculiar 
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peculiar predicament in which, fhe flood, obliged 
her to exert this power to its utnaoft limits for the 
vindication of her character. It was therefore her 
defign,, at the firft opportunity, to tell her what- 
ever fhe might of the .affair 5 but this (he could not 
do before fhe went to Mr*. Sraijenell's, whofe coach 
called for her foon after fix* and it w^s very unwil- 
lingly that Conftance quitted Mrs. Aiftrey, under. 
the idea of having loft her favor, 

Mrs. Stavenell received her with a forced fmile, and 
as. foon as. fee was feated, told her fixe was furpriied 
at hearing, haw. fhe behaved to- Lord Farnford that 
morning; that (he had fent for her to know what 
, ihc had to fay for herfelf, and to advife her to befa 
. little left infolent to her betters. AU the pieafure 
which this vifit was to be productive of was now 
laid open to Conftance's view, and fhe endeavoured 
to. arm herfelf with patience to hear-whatever t hfr 
. aunt's indignation mi^ht di&ate*.onry interrupting 
h«r by defiling tft know that fhe was^fecure againA 
Lord Farnford'9 fudden entrance; for five began to 
think he and, hi? kind prote&refs,. might have dcter- 
mined to try . what then* united efforts could, do. 
Indeed, I^rs. Stavenell replied, ., you, needn't be 
afraid,: I own I wanted him to be, here, and I told 
1 him you was coming, and wanted him to hear what 
you would fay ; but he faid he fhould make you 
uneajfy, and wouldn't come. I fhould have won* 
dered if he had, for you have ufed him too ill to 
expeft he'll take an.y more pains, about jrou. I be- 
lieve 
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Keve you may be pretty fafe : you've mined a fine op- 
portunity, nnd you deferve to be flighted. Mrs.Stave- 
cell '8 anger gave her niece much moreconcem than* 
her intelligence j (he endeavoured coolly and forci- 
bly to represent to her the immorality of marrying: 
a man for whom, to fay the ieair, ifae ceutd .enter- 
tain no refpeel ? this, as might be oxpe&ed,. was; 

-laughed at : (he then objected the final h chance (he 
flood for any tolerable degree o£ happjhefs. with one* 
of fuch libertine principle*: thii was. denied : fhc 
was told , Lord Faraford would, he quite another 
man when he was married,, and tfcat i£ all die world 

• were -as trice as -<he waa 9 cdMra would he no living 

J lhn it ; that^e iwa nefc ftorfe fchan'otheryoung raen, . 
and that mom people would diilike him for not 

* having. thoiafturrt that (he thought fo roach* of,. 
than would! lifcer him if he were what would pleafe 

-her,. • 

AltlWrs. tfovenelTs eloquence was. eierted #n< 
this favourite fubjeel, which was not dropped and t 
fcarcely interrupted during Conftance's (lay : all 
that confideration of interefi, all- that pcrfuafion, 
never more improperly applied than in 9 cafe 

-where acquiefcence ought to be perfectly voluntary, 
could do,- (he tried, and tried infeffelktalljr: and 
her ill fuccefs fo irritated her that "(he told her 

niece* fince her obftinacy war fuch, (he fhould 

fmart for it ? that, at die was well aware, a large 
part of her fortune was at.her own difpbfal, and 
that, upon her life, if flie wou'dnft have Lord 

Farnfordi 


FainFord fhe fhould netre* fee* fhilting' of it % that 
At (hould not be feid -hopes from her kept tip her 
j>ride, but that, if (he would do as fl» would have j 
her, five thowfartd pounds fhould immediately bo : 
her own. -#* 

Where reafonwas fo deficient it was oaly. Mm 
'Sravenell that wouldhope to' prevail «tfa a ritfnd 1&© ' 
•Conusance's by a bribe* and *rhen. .ffae diari- fa 
firmly refufed 25,006!: a* year, th*ehfe»©«-fcr her-, 
accepting a gift of nVfe thoufand, or fifty thoafend • 
pounds were few: fhe however made the expert- 
*ment, and learnt by it that her niece's refolution ; 
was not to be ftiaken* 
s At nine her coach caifce to take Mifs Fkaarthur 1 
liome, and at parting, when Confhnce fiud that 
^whatever advantages fhe migtrt -think it right' to : 
withhold, fhe traded (lie would not deprive her of i 
>the whole of her regard, (he ahfwered— that 'fhe Wat 
no hypocrite * fhe could tiot but be ttngry at fuch 
folly, and thatfhe-fhottld erpecl: When fke *e*rfrw 
Iher there, to hear that fhe had -cfianged tie*' mind* 
TThis, faid Conftance, is in tfbft forbidding mo ' 
;your hotrfe. She replied" that it refted with her to • 
4nakeitfo*or not, and that (he could have ho pica- 
fure in her company while flic was fo perverffc. • To * 
fee" a girl, faM fife, who has alnloft «othing ttf de* ' 
t pcnd upon, fy felf-wtfie«l as torefufe an offer that' 
the daughter of a duternighr be; glarf'pfcr, is too ; 
provoking to be 'born: yoii have been finely 
brought up! now fee what all y0»r4iigh ^notions * 
4 will 
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will do for you ; now try what all your reading 
and ftudytng will come to :— your father and: mo* 
ther had: better brought you up like other girls; 
but no, truly, mifs was to be fomething as no body 
ever fee,— and a fine hand flie has made on it !— 
refuted an earl with five and twenty thoufand a 
year, and a man who adored her, becaufe he 
wasn't as grave as a parfon, or rather I believe be- 
caufe file liked fpmebody elfe better; for to tell you 
the truth, madam, you have not deceived me : it 
isn't any thing in Lord Farnford's chara£ter as 
you don't like ; you woudn't refufe him." if another 
didn't ftand in the way. Indeed, replied Conftance, 
I ant (ktcere in faying that the immorality of Lord 
Farnford'g chara&eHs my obje&ion to him, and i* 
would be an ojbje&ion I could not get oyer, e?en 

if— if— 

Here die hefitated, and Mrs. Stavenell anfwered : 
You are wafting, your breath to no purpofc : do 
not pretend to tell roe what I know cannot be true ; 
you are in love with Lord Calorne, that's the rea- 
ion. I found it out, though you carried matters 
on fo underhandn you don't care whether he's 
more righteous than Lord Farnford, or no: you 
could live very happy wiph him,, if he'd .humour 
you and give, up Mifs Ecklow for your fokfc . 
Whatever may have bejen my opinion pi him, faid 
Conftance,, not*daring to tnul\ her tongue to utter 
his name, it <jloes not b.iafc me with refpeft to Lord 
Farnford; hip generoiiqr .has, ioweyer, made me. 
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*afy, he has promifed to ceafe teazing me :. and. 
you may be afhamed, interrupted Mrs- Stavencll f 
of having made him make fuch a promise ; but I 
repeat what I faid ; the next time as I fee you 
here, you mull tell roe, if it isn't too latej you've 
changed your mind. I cannot change it, anfwered 
Coaftance, while the tears gufhed from her eyes : 
do. not fend me away in anger : do not let me 
think that when I go out . of this hottfe that I 
am. never to enter it again. I fee no reafon faid 
her aunt, why I'm to give up to you, I'd advife 
you to think on't. She then rang the bell and dif- 
oufied her niece, without the leaft feeling for her 
iiftreft. ' 


CHAP. XVIIL 
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TITHEN file, gqt home, Mr. Aiftrey and hi* 
daughter were put, and Mrs. Aiftrey was 
gone f o bed, indifpofed : (he found on the parlour 
ta!?le a letter for her from Lord Reyeolm, and here 
was a new fource of uneafinefs. He now opened 
lus heart to her, and told her he was made wretch- r 
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ed"by a caiife (lie could not have ftffjtecled^ Lajf 
Reycolm's behaviour had been at firft unkind and 
capricious to him : her relatione received her vurtk 
joy, him with cooinefs, and had- encouraged her 
in a lift «of fuch diffipafcion and folly as *o fciioas 
man could fubmit to* he had tried lente&t mea- 
furcs witheirt fuccefs, and once having ufed (har- 
der reproof, to awaken 4icr from a fimatien inju-' 
rious to her health and' moraU, fhe had, moft un- 
advisedly in the heat -.of anger, replied, thaf Mr. 
Stavenell tfould not* have treated • her v fo crueify; 
This had difcovered'taher hufbind-whatTie ought" 
never to h*ve km>t*n, and he new wrote to *hW cofl- 
fin to beg her advice on the meafures toi>e purfued 
for reclaiming Lady Reycolm, whofe good quali- 
fies he acknowledged, and whom he fecined to love 
as tenderly as ever. 

She rqfe early in the morning to anfwer this un- 
healing letter: fhe was (hocked at its intelligence, 
fhe fincerely pitied Lord Reycokn, - and fhe feared 
his cafe defperate. On one head, indeed, the 
hoped (he could afford him comfort ; it was in her 
power to make him perfectly eafy with regard to 
3Mr. Stavenell ; but fhe difluaded him from bring- 
ing her to England,- on which' poinf • he v natt corf- : 
fulted her. She Wrongly urged his takttfgher' fcober 
relatione Bordeaux, agaSnft whom fell her family 
fedffle^ tttotl unreasonably united; though lie fett'a : 
•man cftfcmed by the world : theintercft heliad^x* r 
frrffeafor Lady Reycokn 'rftarto her tiiftrcA^ 
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proved 'iris regard for her ; and this fhe propofed at 
the ouly means of reforming her. To a query whe- 
ther he fhould thwart or indulge her ftie anfwered 
that he muft on no account relax his authority, as 
without it nothing done could be effe&ual. 

When file had clofed this confolatory epiflle, 
ihe Went down to break/aft; and perceived that the 
coldnefs with which, Mrs. Aiflrey had. the day be- 
fore treated • her, was. increafed. Not do ub ting t h at 
ihe could, at the - fifft opportunity fhe had of ex- 
plaining her conduct* remove it, fhe waked impa- 
tiently for their feparating that fhe might beg to 
/peak with her. <Mr. Aiflrey feemed unfortunately 
to take fo much- more than ufual pleafure in hear* 
ing hirafelf talk, and Mifs Fitzarthwr'* vifit the pre- 
ceding evening to Mrs* Stavenell afforded fuch a 
iield for his .wit to difplay itfelf in, that it was. a 
long time before they quitted the table. Mrs Ait 
trey was not, as' (he had always. be en, the firft to 
move, and Conusance's .patience began to foil, at, 
iaft, finding .there was no other way- of getting the 
audience (he wifhed for, fhe told her in a whifper 
that fhe had fomething to fay to her, and 'fhould be 
glad if ; fhe would call her when fhe came into her 
drenmg-room.— I am forry, my dear, retunied fhe, 
that I have not* a minute to (pare' you/; I have an 
early engagement out. and many things to do be- 
fore I go* 

The cold civility with which, this, in effect a re- 

fufalto hear lie v was delivered, ftrucljfC«nflanc* 
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«to the heart; and (he could fcarcely coacealhcr 
emotion till fhe got up ftaire : her diftrefs now, at 
the time when (he hoped for its abatement, was in- 
creating : deferted by Mrs. Stavenell, and driven 
from her houfe ; diftrufted by Mrs. Aiftrey, and 
yet her gueft, ihe neither knew how to hear, or to 
extricate herfelf from the load thatcrufhed her. At 
Jengthihe determined, whatever followed, (he would 
not t ftay at Mrs. Aiftrey**, where fhe knew (he could 
not be -welcome to the only perfon whofe good opi- 
nion fhe was anxious for, and -that fhe would, as 
foon as poflible, acquaint her with her resolution of 
returning to her , mother^ This defign was juft 
formed when Mifs Aiftrey came up, .and begging 
earneftly to be admitted, gave her a packet, fhe 
knew the hand in which it was directed was Lord 
Farnford's, and was going to return it unopened, 
till recolle&ing that if he kept his promife he was 
intitled to refpccV and that any. failure in that par- 
ticular might irritate him, fhe broke the feal, and 
found incjlpfed ? ticket" for a concert, with a card 
.defiling her acceptance of it. to accompany. Mr. Ait 
trey's family ; and the invitation concluded with 
intimating that he vvas prevented from meeting 
them; a hint apparently intended *o remove any 
fcruples. She was, however, in no difpofition to 
partake of fuch amufements^ and .therefore declined 
the offer, with an apology and thanks for the in* 
fended favour. ' *' 

Piefeatly Mifs Aillrey retuxntd withameflage 
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from her mother, to tell Conftarice that they were 
going into the city, and defired to know if (lie had 
any bufinefs that way which would make ber wifli 
to, be with them; but (he preferred flaying at 
'home, and the family foon after fet out and returned 
:Do more till dinner time. In this interval Mr. Stave- 
iiell called, and adminiftered tjse only comfort (he 
could receive by approving her conduct and encou- 
raging her, to perfevere in it; he was informed of 
<Lord FarnforcPs new made refolution, and confirm* 
the opinion of his fincerity by faying that he had re- 
ally declined feeing her at Mrs. Staventll's left he 
fhouid diftrefs her? he neverthelefs, advifed her be- 
ing on her guard, though he thought flic might 
iafely behave with lefs referve. The load on Miff 
Fitzarthur's mind was much lightened by .a promife 
from her coufia that if Mrs. Aiftfley again declined 
bearing her, he would himfelf fatisfy her^ he flaid 
with Jier long enough to perceive {he was lefs xtii* 
happy than when he* came, and then ended his vifit, 
in which fhe had for obvious reafons forborne men* 
tioning 'the -letter fhe had received from Lord Rey- 
«colnw • > 

When fhe heard Mr. and Mrs. Aiftrey come borne 
'fee went down flairs, and in her way met Mrs. Aif- 
trey coining up with a letter in her hand* which lh« 
was very attentively reading. As foon as they met 
Mrs. Aiflrey put the letter in her pocket, and C*n-» 
fiance afked her if (he was then at leifure to fpard 
' her a few miHutes ; a qucftfonwhkh feemed to em* 
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fearrafs her ; after a fhort paufe, (he anfwered : — K 
you have any thing to fay, Mifs Fitzarthur, come 
into the'dreffing-room : Coftftance immediately fol- 
lowed her, and {hotting the door, faid ;— I have 
v iftied much, Madam, for an opportunity of fatif- 
fying the doubts I am furc you entertain of me i 
I cannot live in your houfe under the idea of hav- 
ing dHpleafed you*— 1 have no right, -replied Mrs* 
Aiftrey to be difpleafed with you s I do not pretend 
to it.— You have aright, interrupted Conftances 
the friendship you have ihewn me entitles you to 
-know whether or not I am deferring of its continu- 
ance : you fufpe£fc, Madam, that i am not fincere 
in what I have faid of Lord Farnford : — I allure 
you, on my 'honour, I am; and will account to 
you for the fujdden, and I own wonderful change 
of my conduct I wiU.tell you every thing that I 
am at liberty to reveal, and, if that 4oes not re* 
move your fufpieions, I will endeavour to prevail 
with him to «ekafe me from a promife of fecrecy, 
which he forced me to make.'— Mifs Fitzarthur* 
faid Mrs. Aiftrey, 1 will {pare you the trouble of 
convincing me, by telling you ingenuoufly that I 
know the motives of your conduct, and will yoi$ 
bear me to add, -that J think you rather wrong in 
what you have done ?— Where ?— telj me, dear 
Madam, where have I. erred, that I may if poffible 
<cowe& .myfelf, replied Conftancc.— I own, refun>. 
fid Mrs*. Aiftrey, part of what has pafled between 
you and Lord Farnfoxd is fliU myfierious; ye 
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from what I have learnt, I am forry to conclude 
that you either brave or are blind to the inconve-* 
aiencies of your prefent fituation : — you do not 
know enough of the world to be aware of the dan- 
gers that await you. I am fincercly forry for the 
paft, and wifh I could perfuade you foto turn the 
future to your advantage as to cover it : — if you 
perfift you may have caufe to repent it, — Pray Ma- 
dam, faid Conftance, let me underftand you : what 
you fay is unintelligible to me, furely you have 
feeen mi (informed.—- No, fhe replied, my informa- 
tion is better than I wifh it* I fhould be very hap" 
jy to find myfclf deceived. — Then I beg, faid Mifs 
Fitzarthur, that you will tell me what you have 
feeard.*— I cannot now, Ihe anfwered, perhaps you 
can guefs when I tell ycu, I advife your availing 
yourfelf of Lord Farnford's prefent difpofition to- 
wards you, and flickering yourfe.lf under his rank 
from the cenfure of the world : though we retain* 
our memory, w« may be awed into filence. 

Thefe words were fo pronounced as to convince 
Conftance that her hitherto kind friend was, by 
fome means or other,* ftrongly prepofTefTcd againft 
her : fhe could fcarcely get breath enough to beg- a 
further explanation, but this Mrs. Aiftrey declined, 
faying fhe had not time,, for dinner was juft ready* 
and fhe mud go.— Well then* faid her fuppiiant, let 
me fee you after dinner. — She replied, that this was 
impoffible as fhe muft drefs for her engagement i« 
the evening,- — Indeed, cried Conftance, you muft 
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not go till you have at lead told me when you wilt. 
explain what you have faid : I am fure you think 
very ill of me, telj me when I fhall fee you.— :A 
few hours, anfwered Mrs. Aiftrey, will determine 
■what I am to think; I will let you know the fir ft 
leifure I have tomorrow morning, till then, I beg 
you will not importune me. With this Conftance 
wat obliged to reft fatisfied. Mrs. Aiftrey obvw 
oufly difturbed, quitted her, and4he remained alone 
diftreft beyond conception. A fervant foon came to , 
call her to dinner ; (he fent down an excufe, and 
then came Mif9 herfelf with a thoufand exclamati- 
ons and inquiries ; but Conftance was too much- 
agitated either to gratify her curiofity or obey the 
fummons : fhe affured Mifs Aiftrey that, were fhe 
to go down flic could not fit at table, and after much 
entreaty and banter fhe was fuffered to ftay where fhe 
was for two hour** when Mrs. Aiftrey fen* to tctt" 
her they would drink" tea befbre they went to the 
concert, and therefore defired fhe would come to the 
parlour. 

Theugh Mrs Aiftrey r s countenance wore fKll art 
vnufual air of aufterity, it was mixed with benevo- 
lence, and it was eafy tp perceive fhe pitied the dif- 
trefs under which Conftance laboured; yet,' as if 
eonfeious that fhe acled rightly in herfeverity, though 
againft her inclination, fhe did not offer to relieve 
her, as fhe might have done by a brief explanation. 
From fuch difpleafure as her's Mifs Fitzarthur fuf- 
fered infinitely more than from that which is vio- 
lently 
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lfently exprefled : a torrent of rage file might hav* 
trembled, at ; bitter and undeferved reproached 
might for a moment have irritated her : thefe fhe 
could have borne with much more fortitude than 
fuch fettled anger, which- fecmed as if forced to 
rife, notwithftanding the oppofition it met from af- 
Section. Her eyes overflowed every minute with 
teais, and it was with no fmall difficulty fhe could 
bear to be in the fame place with one whom fhe 
feared haying juftly, though unconfeioufly offended. 
When fhe was left again alone fhe tormented her- 
felf with endeavouring to confrrue what Mrs. Aiilrey 
had laid, and found it impoffible to do it in any 
way that afforded her fati*fa&ion : • fhe longed ar- 
dently for the morrow, which was at leaft to relievo ' 
feer from fufpence, yet when fhe confidered How 
much depended on her being able to exculpate her- 
felf from charges whofe purport fhe could not gueft- 
at, and that a Few hours would determine whether" 
file might ittll hope for a continuance of Mrs* Aif*- 
trey's friendfhtp, . or mu ft relinquish it for ever, fho 
was terrified. 

A rap at the door awaked her from her reverie, 
and a meffage from Lord Farnford obliged her to 
recoiled herfelf ; he defired to fee her; he had been 
told fhe was at home and alone, fhe coukl not deny 
herfelf, nor could fhe, confidently with her pro* 
mife, refufe to fee him ; fhe therefore, though little 
difpofed for any company, and leaft of all for his, 
admitted him. He feemed highly fenfible of the 
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favour, and gave her time to rally her difperfecNn* 
telle&s by acknowledging it. Her fituation was not 
very enviable : obliged to converfe with a perfon oi 
whom Ihe was afraid, and yet defireus to behave as 
if he was a new acquaintance. He perceived forac 
thing had difturbed her, and fagacioufly imagining 
file did not feel quke< at eafe, he told her, with an 
air of franknefs, that he believed he diftrefled her, 
and that if ihe could not fufficientfy rely on his ho* 
nour to* think herfelf fafe, he would give her an adV 
ditional proof of his fincerity by leaving her :— I 
was faid he, engaged for the. evening, but was 
told a few hours ago that the meeting I was to have 
been prefent at was poftponed : I had then parted 
with my concert tickets, and preferring an hour's 
converfation with you to the opera, as I imagined 
by the note you honored me with this morning you 
was to be found at home, I followed the imp u lie 
of my inclination, and came to make you my firft 
vifit in the character of your friend: if you feel 
the leaft. trneaHnefs at my being here» my carriage 
is flill at the door ; and as I will never purchafe tht 
greateft gratification at the price of^a moment's 
pain to you, I will forego the pleafure I promhed 
myfelf. 

Thofe words re-affured Conftance ; fhe con- 
demned her fears as weaknefs, and told him that a 
great part of the uneafinefs ihe difcovered arofe 
from fomething which had happened before he 
came ; he very politely expreft his concern that any 
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tfifng H^d occafioned it, and his wifties that he* 
could remove it, A part of it, faid (he, your lord- 
(hip might remove, and you would render me a- 
very efTential fervice by doing fo. She then told 
him what had pafled in her vifit, at Mrs. Stave-- 
Hell's the day before, and how much he would 
oblige her if he could prevail on her aunt to be fa- 
tisfied with their mutual refolutlon. This, replied 
Lord Farnford,. is a fubject on which I ought to 
have fpoken to you, for I imagined you would 
Conclude it entirely in my power to perfuade her;- 
and would think me very deficient in neglecting it ; 
But I really believe it is a thing not to be done a* 
prefent ; (he is almofl as angry with me as with: 
you : (he fays my behaviour was cowardly, and* 
that if I could fo eafily give up, I did not deferve to 
fucceed, and (he tried to divert me from maintaining 
my refolution, which neither (he nor any one elfe 
(hall -do, while Pam fatisned that my adhering to it 
makes you happier. 

So little of tHe terror which Lord Farnford ufu«^ 
ally exited in Conftance now remained, that, as fair 
as the late agitation of her fpirits would permit* (he 
iVas chcarf\il r his talents for converfation were 
fuch as rendered him agreeable, and (he was not 
difpleafed thus to. forget fome part of the time (he 
* was to be in* fufpenfe. He appeared gratified by 
the confidence he had infpired her with, the even- 
ing pa(Ted pieafantly to one, tolerably to the 
ether, and when he took his leave he repeated his 
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promifes ; and added his wtfties that, on the feme 
terms, ihe would often indulge him with her cony 


CHAP. XIX. 

CATECHISING. 

i * 

TTTHEN Lord FarnforJ was gone, as ihe rather 
dcfired to avoid Mrs, Aiilrey, ihe went to 
her room, and all the doubts and fears which for 
two hours flie had forgotten, returned on her mind- 
She went to bed< where Ihe found Iktle reft, and 
ihe rofe fatigued in the morning : the time when, 
her iufoenfc was to ceafe drew near, and every. 
noife ihe heard in the houfe ihe hoped was a furo- 
mons for her to hear an explanation of what had fo 
diftrefled her. Before nine o'clock, Mrs. Aiftrey'a 
maid brought her a letter, the contents of which 
were thefe : 

* My Dear Mifi Fit*arthur# 
* I ftand engaged by my promife to give you the 
fetis fa&ion yoi* rc,quefted, this morning; but I 
find myfdf very unequal to the performance o£ 
that promife. A night puffed in the moil unremit- 
ted anxiety has ahnoft incapacitated me from con- 
verting onindifferent fubje#s ; on that which fo in- 
ttfrefis my fincereft affe&ions I am fure I could ver* 
tally {ay nothing, That my weakness may not 
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injure you,- I will by this means explain what I 
hinted at yefterday, and will ingenuoufly tell you 
all my fufpicions and my fears. 

4 The dejection of fpirits under which you have - 
laboured while yoU have been with mc, though I 
thought it in a great meafure unaccountable, was 
not, in my opinion, a fubjs& for fcrutinifing inquiry: 
I have been difapppin ted in my expectation that it 
would wear oft, and it is that which 7 particularly 
tutereftg - me for you : perhaps fome one of the fub- 
jefts on which I am about to advife you, occahons 
h ; . at lead it argues a heart not quite inflexible* 

4 1 was firft made uneafy by your reluctance to> J * 
vilit Mrs* Stavenell when I told ypu I had engaged 
you to go there : that you (hould be as you obvi- 
oufly were, unwilling to iee a relation in whofe? 
power fo much lay, ^ and who, in/the (hort time fhe 
ftaid with me,- %med much attached to you, indi-» 
cated fomething productive of no good, and, as you ' 
did- not communicate to me any reafon for this re- 
lpdance, Lwas unable to trace it to any. fatfcfa&ory 
fource* 

4 Your behaviour to Lord Fatfnford is that which 
ha* excited in mc the greateft apprehension for your? 
welfare ; though I fear all advice in this infeance 
comes too late* (he duty incumbent on me, 'while 
you are under my care, forbids me to remain filent 
when I believe you* fituation dangerous. You re- 
member the inquiries I made after I had feen your 
diftrefs at hearing his name; an interruption pre-- 
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refitted, or Teemed to prevent your accounting ferity 
and I cannot fuppofe you wiftied to account for it, 
as you never after attempted it. I kaew not what 
to thhik ; you declared to me a vciy J&rong diflike 
of Lord Farnford, the fincerity of which, othec 
circuraftances made me fufpect, and I withheld my, 
judgment, hoping, every day would confirm my. 
good opinion of you : for this I have waited in 
vain, and am now forry ta fey I can: no longer 
doubt that your behaviour, when you are not. alone? 
with him, is affamed : but for what purpofe ? If ha 
is your lover, why is it to- be a fecret ? Surely youc. 
aunt would not be the friend of any one who was 
not, in. the ftri&eft fenfe of the term ytur friend : L 
will therefore fuppofe that LokI Farnford entertains* 
a proper regard for you : what reafon ca« there be 
for difowniag it I and if you have any for rejecting; 
biro,, why do you receive his vifits ? certainly,. Mifs. 
Fitzarthur, this is ftrangely inconfiftent conduct r 
if you really difiike him,, you might get rid of his> 
importunity; if you do not,, what is. the impedi- 
ment to your confeffing it ? 

/ L The difficulty. 1 find, in: imagining that one ft 
amply endowed with reafon would a& irrationally,, 
drives me to the purfuk of fome other caufe. I re- 
member you told me you were- in fear of Lord 
Farnford ; if fo, why do you fee. him alone ? and 
' how do you account for what I was- a witnefa to 
. the day before yefterday r" I would not fuppofe you . 
either perverfely obftinate, or weakly complying* . 

and 
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and yet one of the two parts of your behaviour, at 
the, time I allude to, appears to deferve either the 
firft or laft of thefe harfli epithets. If what he urged 
as a reafon for afking to fpeak with you in private 
is true, and if your deportment has been, as he af~ 
Jerted, capricious, he has much to- complain of p 
and his difpofirion to bear with it is as ftrong a? 
proof of his affection, as his ftill continuing his ad* 
dreiles is,,, in your prcfent fituation,., of his difinte^ 
teftednefs- 

c "in order to make any part of your conduct agree* 
with your profefhons, I mull believe, notwithstand- 
ing all that pofitively contradict fuch creduiity r 
that you. diflike Lord. Farnford :• confider then, my 
dear, what is -the foundation of your averfion, and. 
whether the propriety and advantage of accepting, 
fuch a match may not be fufficiently forcible to- 
overcome prejudices. I t r . is. far from my intention. 
to attempt perfuading you to aft againft your incli- 
nation, but yqu. muft take care, that, inclination is> 
fitly governed* and that k does not miflead you. 

* What I have fuggefted is founded on the fuppo- 
fition either that you are mutually attached to 
* each other, or that you do net like Lord Farnford j 
it is not impoffible that the firft may be true,' not- 
withftanding appearances i perhaps fome of his. or 
your relations have obje&ions to- your having him, 
while others wiih to promote it r. if it is fo, if you 
are obeying what you think your duty, and counter- 
acting your inclination, how .greatly are you. to be . 
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admired and pitied ! but then, for your own fake,-, 
avoid feeing him, a conflict of this kind is made 
frill more terrible by meeting. . 

' Yet this idea which, though it leases you un- 
happy, I would cherkh, as it entitles you to regard,- 
tt> pity, to refpeel, I know* not how to admit : h 
(houid be forry to judge for a moment to hardly, . 
"but were this the cafe, I think; I am well enough 
acquainted with you to believe you do not fo want 
fortitude and prudence. Till within thefe forty- 
eight hours I have, rejecting all contradictions to 
fuch an opinion, thought you what I wilhed to find • 
you ; twelve hours ago I hoped it ; # and now I ac- 
knowledge with infinite concern, I doubt your prov- 
ing fo. I have been affured that you aft with du- 
plicity, and that your averfion to Lord Farnford i»« 
affected ; an aflurance which, though pofitive, h 
would not credit, . w*re it not confirmed by your ' 
receiving him yefterday evening in our abfenee : it« 
was to try whether you would fo err thkt I lefr 
you, it grieves me to fee my fears were well foun- 
ded. I am alfo told that you have for fome time 
been fo far engaged to him as to make extricating 
you rfelf difficult ; and thatyo u endeavour to effect 
it, becaufe there . is a ferfon y unworthy of your re~~ 
garJ y for whom you would readily facrifice every* 
confideration ; that, you are afraid of incoming 
Lord Farnford by owning this the ground of your 
diflike, and are in hopes to weary him. - This in- 
telligence, inconfiflent with the candour and inge- 
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uuity I have obfervcd in you* I would reje<Sr as falfe r 
and I would treat with equal contempt the fequel of 
h r which divefts y6u of every thing valuable hi 
your composition, but that the perfon who informs 
mc profefles fnendftirp for you, and * is well ac- 
quainted with the circumftances of your family ; I . 
muft therefore call on you to contradidt it. 

* In a letter which I received yeflerday morning, , 
I am advifed to favor Lord Farnford in order to pre* 
ferve you from the cenfure of the world ; for tha**/- 
ter a refidencetvith him at his country feat^ and the in* 
Umacy abfervahle hetwcenyou, hard judgments may 
perhaps be formed of your conduct. Do not imagine 
I give implicit credit to this vague charge ; • I will 
not fuppofe it founded in truth, nor would I men- 
tion it, were it not to make you aware of your 
danger, I have taken fome pains to inquire intOc 
tord Farnford's character; I learn that he is a 
favourite with the world, but a man of very loofe 
morals* For Heaven's fake, my dear girl, retreat 
from, this precipiece you flaad on ; • you do not- 
know half my fears and anxiety forjrou ; perhapsj 
your errors are the confequence of a want of ac- 
quaintance with the arts of vice, I will not fuppofe 
you deficient in common prudence., 

* I am fcarcely confcioua of what I have written; 
however, I have eafed my^ mind of a heavy, load** 
Come to me, if you will truft nie with your confi- 
dence, come, and exculpate yourfeif from all accu* 
Stions. and fufpicions* May the God of Heaven 

protect 
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prote&you, and make me the meant of relieving alB 
your diftrefles. 

Your fincerely affectionate friend, . 

JANE AISTREY/' 
Immediately as Conflance had read this letter flic 
flew to Mrs. Aiftrey's drefling-room, and found her 
there ; though fo perturbed as to be almofl unable to* 
articulate a word, (he thanked her for her candour,- 
and promised to fatisfy all her doubt6. You ftiallr 
not, replied her benevolent . friend, be hurried by. 
the fear of interruption j you and I will breakfaftv 
together -here, and then you may at your leifure? 
reveal what you chufe I fhould. know.- She accord -- 
ingly fent to Mr. Aiftrey, excufing her abfence by. 
faying file and Mrfs Fitzarthur being both indifpor- 
fed fhould not breakfaft with the family : this mcf- 
fege brought Mifs Aiftrey to»nem. What two ficjc» 
folks ? (he cried. Lord you'll be monftrous dull? 
without me :*-<omc, let me make, the tea for you*, 
—no indeed Mary, replied her mother, you* 
had better go and make your father's breakiaflv 
Papa don't want me, returned his darling, he will, 
have chocolate. Well then, faid Mrs. Aiftrey y I* 
beg, if you breakfaft here,, you will leave us a» 
foon as it is over,, for I have fome private bufinef* 
with Mifs Fitzarthur, and we wifh not to be inter- 
rupted. The. time fpent in the young iady's com* 
pany was as painful to her mother as to Conflance : 
ber tongue went inceflantly, and Mrs. Aiftrey was 
obliged to exert herfelf to check her difpofition to 
> • ' j teaze 
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teuze Mifc Fitzarthuty who was not at all difpofed: 
to reply to her impertinence. 

When flie was gone,. Mrs. Aiftrey. Grid that, after 
the hint fhe had given her, fhe hoped they fhould 
have no more vifits, and that nothing would now* 
prevent her releafe from the anxiety fhe filtered.-* 
Nothing (hall prevent it, replied Confbmce r your 
friendly care for me deferve every return I can, 
make ; the moft unrefcrved confidence, is a fmali 
proof of my efleem and filial regard for you : youy 
will blame my weaknefs ; you will perhaps think 
me Unworthy your attention : but do not quite ex- 
clude me from your pity ; and, if I have been in 
any inftance faulty, let what I have undergone be 
accepted a« a part of my punifhment. . The teas* 
flole from Mrs. Aiftrey's eyes, — fhe was attentive 
and filent * till perceiving Conftance fuddenly em* 
barrafled and confufed, fhe in the mildeft term*, 
tried to encourage her. Gracious Heaven ! ex~ 
claimed . Conftance t what ami about to do ? I ami 
boudd by my promife not to reveal what I was out 
the point of telling you: I am fo.deflra&ecH ha* 
totally forgotten it : I dare not break my word* 
Mrs. Aiftrey afked what promife bound her, and 
fhe anfwered— one that Lord Farnford obtained 
from me. Has he fo much power over you, faid. 
Mrs Aiftrey ?— It was- the only, condition replied 
Conftance, on which I could hope for fecurity. And 
is this,, faid her friend, fuch a promife as keeps you. 
entirely filent ? — It keeps me filent, returned, fhe, 
where I ought to be moil explicit for while I am 
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Bound by it, I cannot exculpate myfelf from die 
heaviefl part of what- 1 am charged with* Surely, 
rejoined Mrs. Aiftrey, it cannot wholly forbid your 
satisfying me in forae particulars : I would on no 
account tempt you to depart from your word; 
what was your promife ? repeat it. That I would 
not, Mifs Fitzarthnr replied, by any means irri- 
tate you againft Lord Farnford, and that I would 
mot tell you the caufe of my di&ke to him.-— You 
way keep your promife facred, faid Mrs. Aiftrey, ' 
and yet in a great meafure do what I wifh : a fingl* 
negative or affirmative to a fair queition.is all I de* 
fire ; and where that interferes with your engage*- 
sent you are at libeity to decline anfwering : tell> 
Hie therefore, does Lord Farnford honorably o£e*> 
to marry you?— He does. And do you really, 
and from your heart diflike the thoughts of being 
kit wife?— Very much, and moft heartily, Arc 
you at liberty to fay what it is that makes you ro 
fufe fo apparently advantageous an offer ?— The- 
certainty that I mould be miferabl* with a man of 
Us chara&er. Is what I have heard true, that he 
m a man of loofe morals ?— Yes. Why then do 
you fee him ?— Hepromifed, if I would (ee him and 
behave to him as to air indifferent perfon, he would 
oeafe importuning "me. I *m told, faid Mrs. Aif- 
trey, that this is not the true caufe of your difgufr, 
and that your behaviour to him has been very va- 
riou8.«-rIt never, replied Conftance, was fuch as 
could reafonably give- him hopes : I have been too 
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eredulous, and not Sufficiently Heady ; but 1 have 
always told him my genuine fentiments, which 
never varied? with- all poifible franknefs, and have 
done all in my power to difcourage him* The true 
caufe, returned Mrs. Aiftrey> • I am directed to 
think is an attachment to fome other perfon, and 
this perfon is faid to be unworthy of your regard : 
now tell me ingenuoufly, Is your affe&ion or is it 
heftowed on fome one elfe ? — Conftance, ready to. 
fink at this inevitable queftion, held down hec 
head, and made no reply. 

Your filence, refumed Mrs. Aiftrey; is asexpreffive 
as any thing you could fay, and I conclude I am 
not mifinformed ,• yet furely, if your averfion fo* 
Lord Farnford has its foundation m ljU immorality^ 
this perfon, whoever he is, if truly reprefented i« 
as immoral, and fliould. therefore be, on the fame 
ground, difcarded : yetr cannot approve thatin thef 
one "which you condemn in the other : is he thenv. 
truly or falfely reprefented when he is faid Jo be- to*- 
telly unworthy of your regard ? ♦ 

Thtjfe interrogatories which brought the moft* 
painful events of her life to Ker remembrance, 
Conftance could not anfwer, and the tears gufhed 
from her eyes. I am forry to fee you fb [difircft, 
faid Mrs. Aifrrey, nothing but the hope either of 
promoting your happinefs or refcuing- you from 
danger, could make me thus iriquifitive, and my 
tntention muft excufe it: however, I. will not fay 
any more. O -madam, replied Conftance, do' not 
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fuppofe I wifh to conceal any thing from you : if 1 
an get rid of my promife, there is nothing react- 
ing my fituation that you fhould not know ; could, 
I get refolution to teltyou! Does the anfwenng, 
this qucfUon, Mr*. AiArey afced, interfere with, 
your promife ?— No, returned (he, you fhall be made, 
acquainted with my weaknefs. I own that I would 
{pare you all painful confeffions, rejoined her f nend i 
I only afk whether the perfon-fo pointed out to me r 
i* unworthy your regard ? I do not wifh to be told 
who he is ; only fatisfy me in this particular re- 
fpecling him. I fear, anfwered Mifs Fitzarthur, 
fcer lips trembling and pale, that he is totally un» 
deferring of it. And would you, laid Mrs. Aiflxey, 
refufe him on this account ?.— While I have reafon 
to think as I do replied Confhmce, if it ceftsme my 
life I will do it $ but I am under no temptation, to 
do otherwife : he has long deferted me. Then I 
mod finccrely pity you,, returned Mrs. Aiftrey 
energetically. O no, madam r faid Gonftance, you 
fhould defpife fuch weaknef* as mine ;. I was de- 
ceived, raoft cruelly impofed on, and yet I cannot 
excite my refentment againft him who impofed on 
me : I {till retain an affe£hon for him> which en- 
tirely ruins my peace, and can ceafe only with my 
life ;. and though I would refufe him as I doXord 
Farnford,. it muft" be an sternal bar too nay admitting 
any othe reattachment. 

Poor girl', replied Mrs. Aiftrey, you arc unhappy 
indeed : I do not blame you,— I will pity, you, and 

as 
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X 

as far as is poflible, enable you to bear what is no* 
to be remedied, with fortitude 5 there is only one 
point more I wifh you to clear up. I told you I 
received a Letter yefferday, giving a ffili more co- 
gent reafon for my not oppofing Lord Farnford, 
and urging a heavier charge againft you than any I 
xever heard ; this letter though I am enjoined fe- 
crefy, you fhall fee ; had- it feeesn written by any 
one who dared avow it, I fhould have, regarded the 
injunction as an. obligation ; as the author chufes 
concealment, he muft truft wholly to that for pro- 
tection dgainft your refentment* if the charges are 
not ftricHy true. Your refuting them will make 
me completely happy as to this affair, and all that 
has paired will only raife my efteem for you 

She then gave Conftancc .the letter which was 
written in an aukward hand, difguifed fo that (he 
could not difcover whofe it was ; it contained ad- 
vice to Mrs. Aiftrey to promote by all the means 
m her power the marriage of of lord Farnford with 
Mifa Fitzartrmr, in the reafons for which were 
included . fuch> accufations as Mrs. Aiftrey had 
hinted at, but which were there exprefled with ex- 
aggerated circumftances, and much acrimony ; yet 
there was through the whole fuch a pretended re-* 
gard for her, and fuch a tnedernefs for her cha- 
racter^ as might have deceived a perfbn to whom 
it conveyed information ; and an affected *fcrupu* 
lofity left any thing doubtful might be conceived 
as aliened, and a defire to fercen Mifs Fitzartbur, 
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while the writer mortally (tabbed her reputation, 
gave fo much the air of difimerednefs to the com- 
position, as made it happy for Conflance that it had 
fallen into the hands of a perfon whofe prejudice! 
were in her favour. 

Mrs. Aiftrey, when (he returned it, impatient 
to hear her vindication, told her (he would reft her 
v judgment on the anfwers (he would give to the 
fa«5b aflerted. They may, I think, (aid (he, be 
reduced to thefe •*— That there has been an unbe- 
•coming intimacy noticed by others between lord 
Tarnford and yourfelf ;— that you quitted tow* 
with him abruptly ;— that you were with him fome 
rtime in the country, and that he and you left 
'Farnford Park under pretence of returning to 
'Marftonbury, inftead of which you went together 
to a farm of his, where fuch ladies as he could not 
introduce into his houfe had been received. Thefc, 
my dear unhappy girl, are fuch .charges, as nothing 
lefs than poiitive contradiction can ferve againfr..; 
with' refped to the firft, indeed it muft be left to 
the judgment of others ; what fortie may call an 
improper intimacy might be haroleft ; but a re& 
dence with fuch a man as JL*ord Farnford is re- 
ported to be, nothing can ^xcufe; ignorance of 
liis character would not be fufficient, if it was un- 
«der fuels circumffances as are implied, I will not ' 
believe you could fo err ? fame interefied perfoa 
would impofe a falfhood on me; but I am too welt 
allured of your prudence to think you could fi* 
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ffifregard propriety ; your filencc ihall pafa for a 
f negative ; the charge is I am convinced, ground- 
ktfa, and the malicious attempt fhall not only fall. 
ihort of the purpofe it was defigned to ferre, but 
it (hall be forced to contribute to a better, that 
of convincing me bow fuperior your conduct 
is to fuch attacks. • 

Conftance was now placed in in embarraffing li- 
quation ; if ihe fuffcred Mrs. Aiftrey to remain in 
her benevolent error, ihe was acceflary to .deceiv- 
ing her, if .ihe corrected he*, ihe mu# render her* 
felf fufpfe&ed, as ihe could not without violating 
her promife exculpate herfelf; chufing rather to 
take the load of apparent guilt on herfelf, than to 
gain a reinftatement in her good opinion either 
by imposition or treachery, ihe told her that, how* 
•ever advantageous her difpoiition towards her was* 
ihe could not improve it by miueading her. What 
I am, accufed of faid ihe, though ihamefully mag- 
nified, is not without foundation, and 1 am pecu- 
liarly unhappy in being deprived of the means of. 
accounting for what appears criminal ; all I did I 
ran fafely aflert, was perfectly innocent ; but all I 
4ould fay, unlefs I were at liberty to reveal the 
whole, would not perfuade tvtnyou that I was not 
very guilt}.— -And is it poffible;. interrupted Mrs* 
Aulrey, that the contents of this letter are true ?« 
Not jlri&ly true, Conffcance anfwered, it is very 
artfully written, and truth and falfhood are €0 
Mended, that it is difficult to feparate thenv— 'And 
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do you confefs, Mrs; Aiftrey aflced, that there wa* 
the intimacy hinted at betweeen you and Lord Farn- 
ford ? From that, faid "Conusance,- lean clear my- 
felf : he fpent much of his time at Mrs. Stavenell't 
-while I was there, and fome degree -of intimacy 
could not be avoided*; when I found that his atten- 
tion to me was particular and remarked, I was as 
cautious and referred as I could be, confidently 
with good manners* Well, interrupted Mrs. AH"- 
trey, this is the leaft part : did you. leave town ab- 
ruptly with him ?•— I went, faid 4he, at his defire 
and my aunt's, with him and his fitters.: I was to 
have gone in -a few dap to :Marftonbury, and he 
took me, and prom i fed to leave me at my father's* 
And did yon, Mrs. .Aiftrey continued, go to Farn- " 
ford Park, and remain there ?— I flept there, ihe 
replied, one night ; an accident obliged us to go 
there inftead of going to Marffcmbury. 

She did not dare to tell the reafon given her* as 
ihe had found it falfe, and Mrs. Aiftrey, who lived 
in the neighbourhood, would not only have do* 
tecled it, but imagined it originated with her. AU 
this, faid Mrs Akhrey, might be accounted for, and 
there is nothing criminal in it ; but if k is true that 
you went thence, accompanied only by Lord Farn- 
ford, and that inftead ongoing on to Marflonbury, 
you ftopt, as I -think this letter fays, a day and a 
night at one, of his farms, I know not what exoufe 
to frame, by which I rcould juftify acquitting you. 
Gonfider, Mifs Fitzarthur, wjiat you .are charged 

with ; 
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ivith ; fnrely you do not underftand it, or you 
would, I am convinced, contradict it. That, re- 
plied Conftance, without a violation of the truth I 
cannot do, and forry as I am to remain a moment 
fufpe&ed by fo kind a friend, I muft acknowledge 
that I did what I am faid to have done, and defer 
▼indicating my conduct till I have feen Lord Farn- 
ford ; perhaps he will abfolve me from my engage* 
Taent when he knows to what an extremity I .am 
driven : it is mod unwillingly that I think of aiking 
a favour of htm, yet I muft do it, for I have no other 
way of exculpating myfelf. Could I hope, madam, 
that you would fufpend your opinion till I am at 
liberty to fay more, I fhould be lefs unhappy ; the 
moft I can expect is that you will fuffer your judg- 
ment to be corrected, and I muft wait till he comes 
here again. 

"I fear, faid Mrs. Aiftrey, that I could derive 
very little fatisfa&ion from his difpenfing with your 
promife. I told you I refted my determination on 
facts, and this point, if I am not deceived,, cannot 
be extenuated ; you have certainly expofed yourfelf 
to cenfure, and I own I think that perfon your 
friend who advifes the match* The ftrange mix- 
ture of integrity, and, I muft fay, weaknefs in 
your character, puzzles me exceurvely: at a time, 
when you confefs an a<St which would ruin any 
young woman in the eftim&tion of the world, I fee 
you ftrictly adhering to truth and to a religious ob- 
fcrvance^of your promife* I have been little ufed 
Vol. II. I either 
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cither to practice or encounter deceit, therefore am 
unable to judge whether your behaviour k calcu- 
lated to fcrve foroe purpofes of your own, or is the 
effect of obligations you are under to be filent : re* 
member, however, there is one with whom no de- 
ceit will avail $ who fees, not only our actions^ but 
the motives to them : to oppofe my intentions is, if 
you believe me interested for you, to oppofe him ; 
confider then whether you had not better, by ac* 
quainting me with the particulars of your fituation, 
enable me to protect you if you have not erred, or 
to fecure you from future danger. 

It is, replied Conftance, the certainty that do 
fubterfuge, no deceit will avail me, that makes me 
chufe to take on myfelf this load of fuppofed guilt, 
rather than to avoid it by contradicting the charge, 
I hope, madam, my conduct appears at leait as in* 
confident with criminality as with innocence; if 
I had wifhed rather to evade than, remove your 
fufpicion, a negative would have obtained an 
acquittal from you; the implicit confidence you 
had in me made it very eafy todeceiye you; but 
can you think I would have acknowledged, and 
infilled on the truth of what is alledged againit me, 
if I had not been certain J could, if not juftify, ex* | 
cufe what I have done ? 

While Contfance fpoke, Mrs. Aiftrey looked 
attentively at her, and when fhe ceafed, faid ; a 
iuppontion has occurred to me which will almofl: 
effectually reconcile what J have heard from you, and 

what 
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what 1 have learnt from the writer of this letter ; 
*nd it will account for part of what Lord Fain ford 
laid : hear me patiently, 1 do notalk for an anfwer, 
becaufe the engagement you are under implies the, 
impropriety of a confeffion. I will believe, and I 
am forry to believe it, becaufe you mult be very 
wretched, that you do not like Lord Farnford, yet 
I am firmly perfuaded you arc his wife : you are 
privately married 5 but then why is the perfon who 
wrote to me kept ignorant of it ? This erroneous 
and yet riot abfurd opinion drew a fmile from Mifs 
Fitzarthur, and fhe anfwered: Wretched I am r 
but that, indeed madam, is a mifery I have es- 
caped. You are very good to think any thing 
more probable than my deferving cenfure — I afltfre 
you, on my honour, that I am not married, nor - 
am I fo criminal as that would make me, for it 
would have been criminal to have married a man I 
have uniformly, from the firft hour I faw him, 
hated. — Do, dear madam, only fufpend your judg^ 
ment, and I will try to get leave to fatisfy you. It 
is as difficult as painful replied Mrs. Aiftrey, to 
think ill of you, I will do as you defire, and as you 
are aware of the ineflicacy of deceit, truft to your 
affurances that you can fatisfy me. When you fee 
Lord Farnford, reprefent to him the difficulty you 
are involved in, and I cannot doubt he will readily 
confent to releafrag you, for he feems immoderately 
fond of yoti. Conftance thanked Mi's. Aiftrey for 
her kindaefs, and they parted. 

I a CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX* 


SARCASM* 

T? VER Y minute of this day that Conftance conli 
**-* be abfent from the family, fhe employed in 
thinking how file could contrive to fee Lord Farn- 
ford, for fhe could hardly bear with patience to wai 
for a chance vifit ; fhe determined feveral times to 
write to him, and was firm in her refolution till it 
was to be put in practice, when ihe always fount} 
in herfelf an infurmountable repugnance to addref- 
fmg him, and therefore was obliged to give up this 
method : fhe then thought of defiring Mrs Aiftrey 
to afk him to call there, but this fhe feared he 
would conftrue into an invitation from herfelf; the 
meafure was on that account rejected ; and at lafl> 
after much deliberation* fhe preferred waiting for 
bis accidental coming, which fhe fuppofed would 
be in a day or two. Mrs. Aiftrey behaved to her 
with the greateft tendernefs, fhe neither faid or did 
any thing that indicated impatience ; on the con- 
trary, as if flie knew that what fhe was to hear, 
would corroborate her good opinion of her gueft* 
S She 
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<be feemed perfe&ry at eafe, and fatisfied. Con- 
ftadce could notboaft equal tranquillity; herfpirits, 
now habitually low, were agitated by fufpence, and 
fhe was in a fituation which (he could not have be- 
lieved any' concatenation of events would have led 
her into, that of uneafincfs becaufe Lord Farnford 
was abfent. 

The next morning he called, and the fight of his 
carriage, for the firffc time rejoiced Mifs Fitzarthur. 
Mrs. Aiftrey was with her above flairs when he 
came, ' and Mr. Aiftrey, who with his daughter wa» 
in the parlour, fent up to inform them of his arri- 
val. He prevented their requeuing to fee him 
where they were, by coming to them, and the for- 
tunate entry of a vlfitor to Mifs Aiftrcy, and a pcr- 
fon on bufinefs to her father, removed every impe- 
diment to Conusance's wifh. She heiitated whether 
ihe Ihould fpeak before* Mrs. Aiftrey^ or in private 
-with his lordfhip, the former of which fhe chofe, left . 
file fhould for a moment give him any hopes : as 
foon therefore as the ufual formalities were over, 
(lie told him that (lie was .under a neceflfcy of afking 
fuch a favour, as nothing lefs than the dilemma fee 
was in could excufe. Lord Farnford exulting in 
the imaginary fuperiority, which her being reduced 
to make a requeft gave him over one to whom he 
had fo often been forced to yield, afked her, in a 
tone of jocularity, haw fhe could expect him to de* 
viate from the example fhe had fet before hina.— 
You, fakl he, have always refufed my petitions": 
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do you think I (hall more readily comply withjwr's; 
1 will not however remember injuries, we are friend* 
now, and all animofities Ihould be forgotten : tell 
me how I can ferve you. She then concifely ftated 
her difficulty, and begged him to difpenfe with 
her prom ife.— And fo, faid he, affecling to laugh, 
\ou wifh to fct Mrs. Aiftrey and me at variance.— 
By no means, anfwered Conftance, I only wifh af- 
ter having reprefented that which mud infure you 
her good opinion, to beat liberty to exculpate my* 
felf, which I cannot do while bound by my promife. 
I would advife" yofc, returned he, to wave your re- 
qu eft— Why ? (he afked. Becaufe, replied he my com- 
plying with it will involve you ftill farther. — How 
is that poflible ? faid Conftance ; Mrs. Aiftrey has 
heard that I left Mrs- Stavcnell's with 'you, and is 
acquainted in general with the circumftances of*>ur 
journey ; they have been fo reprefented to her as 
to make an explanation of them neceflary, and for 
this purpofe, giving you my. word that it fhall he 
productive, of no inconvenience to you, I defire my 
, ihackles may be taken off: a natural love of juftice 
ought to prevail with you ; if you cannot truft me, 
tell her yourfelf what pafTed between my leaving 
London and arriving at Marftonbury.— I cannot, 
he anfwered : you travelled fame part of the way, 
if not alone, without me, therefore I am not quali- 
fied for a journalift. 

All that Conftance could fay to perfuade Lord 
Farniord fhe faid ; but he only laughed at her : at 

length 
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terigth he told her there was one condition on which 
he would indulge her ; Ihe defired to know what 
it was, and he replied. — Now you mud releafe me 
from my promife, before I can tell you : I will not 
puzzle you to find out what I mean, and that I 
may not break my word, it is fufficient to fay that 
the requeft you make {hall be granted to none but 
Lady Farnford. Gonftance underftood his Lord-^ 
Ihip too well to need a commentary ; ihe was dif- 
concerted at the intimation, and heartily vexed at 
his obftinacy : (he gave up, and Mrs. Aiflrey in- 
terpofed, dating what (he had heard, the fufpicions 
excited by fuch reports, and the injuflice of depriv- 
ing Mifs Fitzarthurof the power of defending her- 
felf : he dill remained inflexible, and as this was to 
be the only fubjeft of difcuffion he rofe to go. Con- 
itance now infilled on his afligning fome reafon for 
his refufal, as Mrs. Aiirrey might, without it, fup- 
pofeit concerted between them.— I cannot believe, 
faid he, that Mrs* Aiflrey is fo fufpicious as you 
reprefent her, nor can I think you need to be told 
why I refufed ; however, fince you will have a rca» 
fon you fhall : I have too great a regard for the ho- 
nour of your family to put it in your power to-do 
yourfelf mifchief : the favours I have received from 
yoli I (hall always.remembery and gratefully acknow- 
ledge, but 1 never mean to publifh them. He then 
haftily quitted the room, leaving her whom he fo 
injurioufly treated, in amazement at his artful ma- 
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lice, and her friend (hocked by the reafon he had 
affigned. 

When he was gone, Conftance told Mrs. Aiftrey 
that this was the only hope flic had of clearing her- 
felf, and that, as Lord Famford's obftinacy had de- 
prived her of it, and his wicked infinuafion muft have 
rendered her ftill more fufpe&ed, fhe would' not 
tax her with unkindnefs if fhe withdrew the whole 
of her regard.— That, fhe replied, I fhould moil 
reluctantly be forced to, I will yet fufpend my judg- 
ment. I difcovered fo much, malice in his anfwer 
to you, that I am inclined to think he has the moil 
caufe to fear a difcovery : perhaps he may yet.be 
prevailed on rf this is intimated to him ; for his on n 
honour, and left more fhould be fufpeftcd than he 
really defecves^ he may do what we wifli : I will try 
What I can do fome time when you are not by, and 
I believe I canTucceed at lead to my own fatisfacUon- 
The- uneafmefs which fuch incredible obftinacy 
and malice occafioned Conftance, was in a great 
tneafure leflened by Mrs. Aiftrey 's difpofition to 
turn,' even that which appeared moil unfavourable, 
to her advantage ; but fhe was much hurt by this 
farther affurance of Lord Farnford's entire want of 
principle ; fhe again confidered him as a man fhe 
could not truft, and was convinced that no farther 
than his intereft and inclination led him, would he 
go : fhe had now no means of juftifying her con- 
duel; as to engage any one to give Mrs, Aiftrey 
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the fatisfa&ion (he was obliged to withhold, would 
be an infringement oh her promife. Sometimes (he 
inclined to inform Mr. Stavenell, who was abfent 
. from London, of her fituation, and defire him to ufe his 
uttered with Lord Farnford, but this {he feared woukl 
produce a family quarrel, as (he knew pretty well Mrs. 
Stavenell's partiality for his lordfliip, and that (he 
would fupport him; toofclige her fon to a<ft openly in* 
oppofition to her, confidering his great refpecl for her, 
(he faw mud diftrefs him, and therefore (he would 
not doit. 

Thus unaided by all, (he was again driven to pa- 
tience and fubmiffion, her health was vifibly affect- 
ed, (he fpent much of her time alone, , and declined 
feeing the vifitors to the family.* She wifhed to leave 
Mrs. Aiflrey^. and yet could not determine to quit: 
hoc before (he was fatisfied with refpeft to thefe un« 
fortunate circumftances.. Neither Mr. Aiftreynor 
his daughter knew what had happened ; the former, . 
finding his wit had no effect, neglected her, and- 
confidered her as a poor low-vpirited creature ; and 
the latter having difcovered that their tempers were 
not congenial, left her to her mother, and purfued 
pleafure without her. . There was therefore only 
one perfon who fymphthifed inherdiitrefs, and that 
was (he on whofe account (he was diftrefTed : Mrs, 
Stavenell took no notice of her, Mr. Stavenell was 
from home; and confbious that Lady Barbara 
could no* relieve her, (he had uniformly forborne 
mentioning in her letters that any thing made her 
Unhappy ; (lie had told her of her agreement with 
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Lord Farnford, and could not conceal Mrs. Stave*- 
nell's behaviour ; but fee rcprefentcd her fituatioa 
as pleafant, and faid whatever could fet her mou- 
ther's heart at reft. Her fuffering feemed to have 
the fame effeft on Mrs. Aiftrey that fee hoped front 
Lord Farnford's releasing her ? fee gave her every 
aflurance of her confidence ; but Conftance was f» 
born down by a variety of misfortunes that flic 
was incapable of eonfolation. In thecoarfeof the 
enfoing week Lord Farnford caHcd two or three 
times, and (he refufed to fee him ; he however coix- 
tinued his vifits, and Mrs. Aiftrey improved every 
opportunity of reprefentingto him how great an in>* 
jury he was doing Mifs Fitzarthur, but to- nc* pm> 
pofe. 


CHAP. XXL 


ACCIDENT* 

,NE day when Conftance's fpirifr were at thr 
loweftr Mrs. Aiftrey 's maid came to her room 
and told her a young woman waited to fpeak with 
her; fee was dreffing, and could not immediately 
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fee her, but in lefs than a quarter of an hour the 
went down, and found the perfon to wnom fhe was 
called was no other than the niece of Lord Farnford'9 
tenant, at whofe houfe fhe had been detained. Sur* 
prize, joy, gratitude for her kind afSftance, and 
the rnofr. painful remembrance, almoft overcame 
Mifs Fitzarthur ;. a few minutes compofed her, and 
ihe learnt that Sufan being' coming to town to fee 
her mother, had enquired at Marftonbury where 
file might find Conftance* Mrs~ Aiftrey, ever at- 
tentive to the convenience of others, Soon left them* 
and Sufan related what had patted immediately after 
the fuccefs of her plan. She faid that as foon as 
Lord Farnfbrd rofe in the morning, he fent her 
aunt to knock at Mifs Fitzarthur's door: on her rcj 
returning and faying fhe did not anfwer, he con 
eluded fhe was ftill afleep,. and waited till near ele- 
ven o'clock ; : that he then fent again, when receiv* 
tag no fatisfa6tion y he grew alarmed, and ordered 
the door to be forced open, and her aunt to go in: 
that on the difcovery that fhe was gone, his rage, 
was dreadful, till after fome time he fuddenly be- 
came calm,, and folemnly fwore that though fhe had 
efcaped now, it fhould be to no purpofe, for that 
fome way of other his fcheme fhould fucceed. She 
faid that the fufpicion of having affiled Mifs Fitz~ 
arthur immediately fell on her, and that, being 
charged with it, fhe confefTed it, knowing it was 
aot in Lord Farnford's power to. revenge himfelf y 
that in a few days after, as her aunt continued very 
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angry, fhe left the houfe, and had married the man 
whom (lie had engaged to execute her defign. 

It gave Con (lance greater pleafure than die had 
for many months experience J 9 to fee again one who 
had (6 eflfentially ferved her, nor did the joy of her 
vifitor feem lets : after many apologies for the liber* 
ty the had taken, fhe was going, when Mrs. Aiftr*y ' 
came in, and deft red Mifs Fitzarthur would fo far 
think' herfelf at home, as to ipvite the young woman 
to call as often as (he chofe, urging at the fame time, 
with peculiar kindnefs, her taking fome refreshment. 
Sufan excufed herfelf, as her flay in London was 
fhort, and flic had much to do, and prefently took 
her leave. The moment foe was gone, Mrs. Aif- 
trey,, with delight in her countenance, afked Con*. 
fiance if her vifitor had told her of the conversation 
they had had while they waited for her ; fhe anfwer- 
ed in the negative, and Mrs, Aiftrcy faid ; — Come, 
fit down, and you (hall hear what has j»afled ; and 
learn by it that Providence will not permit inno- 
cence long to fufier* Nothing Lord Farnford could 
have faid would have given, me half the fatisfa&ion i 
have leceiyed from this fimple creature : he has been 
here, and fhe came in at the inftant that he was going 
out of the room. I believe he did not fee her,' or at 
haft he did not recollect her, for he took no notice 
of her : as foen as fhe had fat down fhe afked me i£ 
that was not Lord Farnford :— I anfwered that it 
was :, fhe fhook her head as if fhe was forry to fee 
him, and faid fhe thought it was he, for that he *U 

ways 
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ways put btr in a tremble. This, as you may ima- 
gine raifed my curiofity ; I aiked her what cayfe flic 
had to tremble at feeing him, and I tearnt from her 
the outrageous injury he had offered you, and the 
manner of your efcaping him. Tbi«> my deareft girl,. 
has rendered all he can fay, were he ever fo difpofed 
to do you juftice, unneceflary for your vidication. I 
was not deceived in imagining he had cogent reafons- 
for obliging you to fecrecy, and I am infinitely 
happy in having forborne to pafs any cenfure on 
one fo innocent and fo ill-treated. 

Conftance regarded this event as therinterpofitiot* 
of heaven, and fhe was overwhelmed with joy and. 
gratitude to that power who had* ta all exigencies 
prote&ed her. When the firft effufions were over,, 
her delighted friend recolle&cd that fhe had a note 
for her : Lord Farnford after trying to perfuade her 
to fend for Conftance, finding fhe perfifted in her 
beinjr too low to bear company, had written his bu— 
finefs, and left it for her t it was this r 
** My dear Madam, 

" Tour part of the agreement was that if I for- 
** bore fpeaking on one fubje£t, you would admit 
** me to fee you :•— mine that if you did fo, I would 
** fuller in filence.— /hare not broken my engage- 
44 meat— aflc yourfelf if you can fay fo.* ■ 1 

44 Your very humble Servant. 

" FARNFORD. ,r 

This laconic epiftle Conftaace immediately (hew- 

to M r*. Aiftrey, It was fettled between them that, 
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in order to avoid ufelcfsly irritating Lord Farnfor<f T 
which might provoke him to harrafs her, file fhould 
not refufe to fee hinv : her ceafing to urge him on, 
the fubject of her requeft he could rtot trace to its 
real caufe, and they determined to keep' the fatisfac- 
tion* they had received a fecret :• accordingly the 
next time he came, MifiFitzarthur appeared r and en- 
deavoured by her behaviour to (hew that as fhe had 
no reafon to fear him, fhe defpifed fhunning him-: 
he feemed very well pleafed with what he thought 
the effect of his reminding her t and having obtain- 
ed all he had a right to expect, he was, at leafb to 
external obfervation, contented* 

The enfuing fortnight was by far the pleafanteft 
interval Cdnftance .had known while at Mr. Ai- 
firey's. The friendfhip fhe experienced from Mrs^ 
Aiftrey fhe requited by intrufting her with her con* 
fidence ; flie told her how Mrs. Stavenell had be- 
. haved to her, with all the events from the time of 
her firft quitting Marftonbury, concealing nothing* 
except Lord Calorne's name : in exchange for this 
communication fhe received confolation and encour- 
agement : Mrs. Aiftrey taught her to extract good 
from her-misfortunes; and though fhe felt, as fen- 
fibly as fricndfhiy demanded, for her affliction, fhe 
lb far fortified her mind, that in a fhort time fhe 
could think of the impontion under which fhe dif- 
fered, and hear it fpoken of with diminifhed agitation. 
Mrs. Aiftrey never attempted to talk her out of hec 
regard for him. who had fo wantonly raifed.and fa 

cruelly 
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cruelly difappointed her expectations, flie perceived 
her affection for him was fixed, and therefore ra- 
ther endeadeavou red to balance than remove it r flie 
fueceeded fo well that Mifs Fitzarthur's health 
.mended daily, her fpirits were compofed, and 
' O'er her mild manners, by no art conftrain'd r 
A penfive pleating melancholy reign'd, 
Which won regard, and charm'd th' attentive eye 
Like the foft luAre of an evening iky J 
As fhe behaved to Lord Farnford in the fame 
manner as to Captain Berneil and the other gen* 
tlemen who vifited at the houfe, Mr. Aiflrey's wit 
and raillery wanted a fubject, and lie had nothing 
to remark : his daughter feemed to promife herfelf 
much pieafure from this alteration in Confrance^, 
and 4b much, though by different means, did thofa 
to whom fhe was a. gueft,. ftudy her gratification r 
that had it not been for Mr. Stavencll's quitting 
England to go on the Weft India ftation, this pe» 
fciod would have beea unmarked by any occafion o£ 
regret* 

It happened one day that the two young ladies 
were left for fome time together, and on*. Confrance 
remarking to her companion her. extraordinary dif- 
pofition to fit frill, fhe replied that fhe had fome- 
thing which fhe wifhed very much to fay to- her : 
—but, faid fhe, I cannot telL it you, if you don't 
promife npbody' fhall know it. Confiance declined 
being intruded with any fecret, reminding Mifs- 
Aiftrcy that fhe had before told her how. unwilling 

(he 
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file was to undertake fuch a charge : Mifs however 
perfifted, and faid that (he was fure, when (he knew 
telling it would ruin her, (he would not do it. With- 
out any farther encouragement (he proceeded to in- 
form Mifs Fitzarthur, that fome months before, (he 
had met atthehoufe of a relation, a gentleman of 
whofe perfon and manners (he gave fuch a defcrip- 
tion, as left no room to doubt of what Jfpecies the 
grand fecret was : with this gentleman (he appear- 
ed to have been fuddenly captivated, and by her 
account he was no lefs enamoured of her ; but fome 
circumltances on his part made it neceflary that all 
intercourfe between them mould be clandeftine. 
From this Con (lance augured no good, yet in the 
hope that (he might be able to ferve her 
friend's daughter efientially, though not perhaps 
in the moft agreeable way to her, (he listened with 
attention to the narrative. It came out that a regu- 
lar private corf efpondence had been kept' up* that 
they did not meet, left they might excite fufpicicm r 
and that her lover had in all his letters, urged her 
to confent to that, which (he did not even prdfefs 
to dtflike, a ftolen marriage. Conftance was afton- 
jflied to find that this (illy young woman had pro- 
ceeded fo far on a really very (light acquaintance ; 
for her knowledge of the perfon was no more than 
her being one week a gueft in the lame houfe with 
him, afforded her, and her fur prize was increafed 
when (he learnt that he had been for two months 
filent on the fubjed of his paffion ; (he neverthelefs 
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determined to hear patiently the reft of this intereft- 
ing detaU, arid then to ufc every argument that 
could difluade her from continuing Co difhonourable- 
an intercourfe. Mifs Aiftrey foon taught hef that 
die wag not induced to this confidence by the hope 
of profiting from her advice, but of rendering her 
ferviceable to her ; and with all the art fhe was mif- 
trefs of, fhe endeavoured to prevail on her to pro- 
mife, without knowing what (he meant to aft, that 
(he would grant her one requeft : fo unreafonable a 
folicitation was not to be complied with ; fhe r how- 
ever allured her of -her acquiescence in any thing 
that was for the advantage of one to whofe family 
fhe had obligations, and on this Mifs Aiftrey relied* 
confirming it in her own favour : (he told her that fhe 
had the day before agreed to leave her father's houfe 
with the gentleman who had been the fubject of 
their converfation,and the favour fhe had to aft was*, 
that they might exchange rooms for that night, as. 
he had promifed to be ready to carry her off before: 
day-light, and the flgnal was to be given at the front 

window. 

Here Mifs Aiftrey ftopt, excepting an anfwer j 

but herjrue friend improved the opportunity of re- 

prefenting, before it was too late, the dangerou* 

hazard fhe ran.- She defired her to confider how 

imperfect a knowledge fhe had of' him forwhoe 

fake fhe was about to forfeit the . affection of her 

father and mother, and imagining, by the manner 

of conducting this bufinefs, that the gentleman 

feared 
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feared a refufal if he avowed himfelf, fhe owned her 
apprehenfions that they were lucrative confidera- 
tions which tempted him to fuch dLQionorable 
means of obtaining her ; but what was Conftance V 
furprize and confufion when this adventrous lady, 
to remove all fufpicion that the object of her love 
was of a rank inferior to her own, with confidence 
and exultation informed her, that he was . Lord 
Ormington's fon, Lord Calome ! She was fo con- 
founded that (he could not refume the. converfation, 
and trufttng to the interval before night for time to 
recoiled) herfelf and refolve what to do, fhe agreed 
to the proportion of exchanging rooms, and then 
made an excufe to get away from her companion. 

It required not much deliberation to determine 
what courfe (Ik fliould take ; gratitude and friend- 
{hip pointed out the propriety of making Mrs. Air- 
trey acquainted with a fcheme which fo nearly con- 
cerned her. That (lie might difcharge this duty 
ihe fuppreft as they rofe all the x emotions which the 
intelligence fhe had received excited ; fhe would not 
fuffcr a thought for herfelf to intrude into her 
mind, but endeavouring to forget that fhe was at 
allinterefted in the affair, or that itrefpe&ed any x 
any one who was not a total ftranger to her, flic 
waited impatiently for two- o'clock when Mifs Aif- 
trey was going out, that fhe might communicate 
what fhe had heard to her mother. 

As foon,as fhe was" gone, Conftance went to 
Mrs, Aiftrey, who was writing in the parlour : her 

countenance 
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countenance betrayed uncommon diforder, and at- 
tracted obfervation ; (he owned Something had dis- 
turbed her and, after a fhort paufe, (he, as briefly 
as (he could, related what (he had learnt, at which 
Mis. Aiftrey was more grieved than furprifed, as 
this information would have been rendered nugatory 
by any injunction to fecrefy, (he concluded it by 
faying that, whatever were the inconveniences 
that might follow to herfelf, (he begged all poffible 
ufe might be made of the communication ; an in* 
fiance of generofity which Mrs. Aiftrey admired y«t 
hefitated to take advantage of, till Conftance infix- 
ing on her profiting by it, and r eprefenting, to her 
that there was nothing to fear from the anger of the 
parties, prevailed on her to tell Mr. Aiftrey as foon 
as he came home, that the mifchief might be imp 
mediately prevented j (he therefore did fo, and 
could not at firft gain credit ; but, when he was 
convinced, he was half mad with rage. After 
fbme time allowed for his fury to evaporate in folilo- 
quy and exclamation, his wife propofed fitting up 
and furprifing their daughter in the moment of her 
efcape ; a delay to which he could not fubmit : he. 
would take no advice, he would hear nobody ; he 
could do nothing but rave, and threaten the rafcat 
who meant to-fteal his Polly. 


CHAP. 


*I2 CONSTAVCE 


CHAP. XXII. 


£ L O Q^JJ Z N C E* 

TV/TlSS AISTREY returned home to dinner, a&£ 
"at the moment of her entrance her father met 
her and brought her into the parlour, where were his- 
wife and Conftance:- he then, began intimidating 
her hy threats, and infilled tn the molt furious- 
manner on knowing from herfelf the truth of what 
he had heard. Heartily lamenting the difbefs (he 
had* though necefiarily occafioned, and grieved 
for Mifs Aiftrey, Conftance now almost repented 
what (he had done ; but her concern was much 
abated when Mifs Aitlrey confidently denied that 
flic had any fuch intention, and faid that Mifs Fitz- 
arthur had mifunderflood her : her father was evi* 
dently inclined to credit her ; and, with pretended 
re&ntment of the injury done her, (he bounced out 
of the room, and flew up flairs* 

Mr. Aiftrey, as might be expe&ed, began vehe- 
mently to reproach Conftance, till his wife intefpof- 
ing, urged that their daughter was entitled to no 
»oce than an equal degree of belief with Mifs Fitz- 

arthur, 
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*rtliur, and therefore, uniefs ibme other perfon 
fupported one of them, no judgment ought to be 
formed: he then refolved on fending to Lord Ca- 
lorne t a mcafure which Mrs. Aiftrey did not ap- 
prove; but nothing could prevail on him to take 
any other means for information ; his refentment 
had totally fubnded, and hi* intereft was now what 
he confidered 1 he was perfuaded that, if it were- 
true, Lord Calorne muft be violently in love with 
his daughter, and as his heart was fet on difpofing 
*f her to the beft bidder, he hinted that his pur- 
pofe in feeing him was to remove all impediments ; 
he valued himfelf on his knowledge of the world, 
thought himfelf uncommonly fagacious, and dif- 
patched an extremely civil requeft to Lord Calorne 
that he would do him the honor to call on him on 
*n affair of importance. 

Dinner, which had waited a eonfiderable time, 
was now ferved up, and Mifs Aiftrey was called ; 
but fhe, affefiing great indignation, defired to , be 
excuffed, for that flie was too much difturbed by 
what had been faid of her to eat. Her father, as if 
her innocence had been already proved, in terms of 
jpity for her, and reproach of Mifs Fitzarthur, ex- 
preft his concern at her abfence. Their meal, 
which was pafled in filence, was foon ended, and 
'Conftance went up to the injured lady to inquire 
whether (he- meant to pern* ft in the falfity, fhe had 
aflerted; the door was locked, flie would not open 
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it, and anfwered the requeft to be admitted by fay- 
ing (he did not chufe to fee any body. 

The'perturbidon of Conftance's fpirits was, in 
the degree, new to her : to have her veracity ques- 
tioned j to be fuppofed the fabikator of an untruth, 
wanton, as from the fuccefs of it fhe could never 
hope to derive advantage, and malicious, as it 
would ruin the perfon againft whom it was levelled, 
was a fituation intolerably humiliating; yet this 
was not all : how was <he to meet Lord Calorne ? 
how could (he bear to be his accufer ? to be con- 
fronted with him ? and, for her neceffary justifica- 
tion, to repeat what fhe had faid, without difcover- 
ing her feelings ? (he had concealed his name from 
Mrs. Aiftrey in relating her own ftory, but, when 
flie was to warn her of her daughter's fcheme, to 
have done fo would have been, if not impoffible, im- 
proper : fhe now fo far doubted her fortitude that 
flie was inclined to tell Mrs. Aiftrey that he it was 
who had fo cruelly deferted her, and for whom fhe 
fo fuffered, in order to avoid feeing him ; for flie 
knew her friend's defire to fpare others pain, would 
induce her by fome method or other to difpenfe 
with her perfonal attendance ; but confidering after- 
wards if Lord Calorne fhould, as he was difcovered, 
immediately confefs his intention, or if he fhould 
not come, her caution was needlefs, and above all, 
any thing that refembled flying from detection; fhe 
determined to Hand her ground, and rather to 
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trufl: thefe poffibilitics than to put in practice the 
method fhe at firft thought of. 

In about an hour the fervant returned with an 
anfwer from Lord Calorne, that he would be in 
Bedford-row about eight o'clock that evening. The 
intermediate time Conflance fpent with Mrs. Aiftrey, 
for fhc found meditation on the fubject no increafe 
of her courage ; and was pleafed to be aflured that 
flie .did not doubt the truth of what fhe had heard, 
nor 'that her daughter bad, in denying it, uttered a 
grofs falfity : (he expreffed her fenfe of the obligar 
tion (he was under to Mifs Fitzart^ur who had fo 
expofed herfelf to fave a part of her family, and 
commended in the warmefl terms of approbation 
this fingular acl of generofity. Thus by one party 
Conftance was reproached and difcredited, by the 
Other fhe was believed and encouraged. 

The utmofl exertion was almofl too little to conceal 
her interefi in this affair, nor could fhe perhaps have 
done it, had fhe not been aided by recollecting that 
revealing it would fubject her communication to be 
attributed to pique, refentment, and jealoufy : as 
thefe were not the motives from which fhe acted, fhe 
could not venture to be fo fufpe&ed, and though 
Mrs. Aiflrey always put the moft favorable con- 
duction on indifferent things, fhe feared none, ex- 
cept thofe who knew her heart:, could perfectly ac- 
quit her. In order to fortify herfelf againft any trial 
fhe might be to undergo, fhe confi dered how greatly 
' this newly "discovered intrigue added to the bafenefs 
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of Lord Calorne's chara&er : he kept a miftrefs, he 
had addrcfled Conftanoe as if he fcrioufly intended 
marrying her, he had impofed on her and deferted 
her ; he had then entered into another matrimonial 
negotiation with Mife Ecklow, and now he had pre- 
Tailed on a thoughtlefi half-witted girl, whom, as 
he was already engaged, it was fcarcely probable he 
intended for his wife, to leave her friends, forfeit 
her chara&er, and become his dupe. 

At a little after eight he came* and Mrs. AHtrey 
retired with Conftancc, leaving the drawing room 
for the gentlemen ; where they were they could 
overhear all that was faid, and Mrs. Aiftrey liffcened 
with anxiety for the queftion which was to deter- 
*mine whether her daughter had been falfely -afc^ 
perfed : her companion dreaded to hear Lord Ca- 
lomels voice, and yet it was impoflible to avoid it ia 
their fituation : they heard him afk what was the 
bufkefs that required his prefence* and Mr. Aiftrey 
reply that the bufinefs was a matter of great impor- 
tance to him ; that if matters turned out as he dared 
to fay they would, he did not fee any great objec- 
tion, but that he liked to have things fair and above 
board : that if his lordfhip's affairs obliged him to 
keep any thing fccret, he would not infift on what 
perhaps fomc folks might expect : and that, as h« 
Jiow knew he was inclined to favour him, he defired 
him to be open, and tell him why he had gone fuch 
a round-about way to work. 

Had 


HadConftance been unintcrefted, flic could have 
joined Mrs. Aiftrey's not- to-be -ftifled laugh at this 
exordium : but {he was in an univerfal tremor, 
dreading the moment when fhe (hould be called to 
Support what flie had faid. Lord Calorne now de- 
clared his inability to underftand what Mr. Aiftrey 
meant, and begged an explanation: Ah ha! faid 
Mr. Aiftrey, my lord, you're afraid to truft us oli 
folks v you won't fuppofe I know what's going for- 
-wards. I dare fay you both thought yourfelve* 
pure fafe, and them when all was over, you thought 
it was only aflring pardon, and then all would be 
flrait again : Indeed, I don't know, my lord, that I 
ihall have any objection ; only you fee its beft to 
look before you leap, and^go on fair-and foftly. 

His oration was interrupted by Lord Calorne, 
who with greater earneftnefs defired to know his 
.meaning, What, anfwered Mr. Aiftrey, you can't 
guefs I've found you out ! Pray, my lord, does n't 
your lordlhip know my daughter, Mifs Aiftrey ? I 
believe, faid Lord Calorne, after a fhort filence, it 
muft be your daughter that I met laft fummer on 
a vifit, I remember a young lady of that name, and 
I heard {he lived in this part of the town. And is 
that all you know of her, my lord ? faid her father^ 
Nearly all, Lord Calorne replied, I do not recol- 
lect having feen her' fince, or if I have— No, no, 
interrupted Mr. Aiftrey, I know you wouMn't fee 
her for fear of being fufpeded. Oh ! you was very 
cautious ; you managed nicely. I muft beg, Sir, 
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faid his lordfliip. in a louder toneof voice, that you 
will explain yourfelf ; I fear I lie, under fome very 
unjuft fufpicion, or you have, miftaken the pcrfon 
you fent for. No miftake at all, my lord, replied 
Mr. Aiftrey, nor no unjuft fufpicion : I tell you, 
my lord, again and again, I have no fort of objeo 
lion ; but I hate runaway matches. Run-away 
matches ! Lord Calorne repeated ; Sk, do you 
fufpe£t that I defigned to hav* run away with your 
daughter ?— Ay* certainly J do, Mr. Aiftrey an*, 
iwered,— why not ?~-£he*s a xnonftrous fine girj, 
and I can give her 30,0001. -any day of the week ; 
and if 'you liked her and cou'dn't get her without, ,| 
don't fay you was much to blame. 

Whatever may be your opinion, Sir, replied 
Lord Calorne, I mould think myfelf very much to 
Jblame if I had intended fuch an injury to you, and 
fo fcandalous a theft : here tnuft be fome miftakeu 
J mod folemnly allure you J never had the leaft in*, 
tercourfe with your daughter, more than- being, I 
believe, a week in the lame houfe with her : as I 
live I never harboured fuch a thought as you accufe 
me of; I am fure the young lady will acquit me, 
do let her be called, if fhe is at home. To be fure 9 
faid Mr. Aiftrey, (he does deny it ; but I have been 
,told you have wrote a great many letters to her, and 
that every thing was fettled. I wrote to your 
daughter? returned Lord Calorne: I infift on 
knowing who invented fo infamous a falfity.~- 
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*t)h1 that you fliall, faid Mr. Aiftrey: you (hall 
fee the per fon this moment* 

At thefe wot ds, Mrs. Aiftrey turned to Conftance, 
who could fcarcely keep alive, and faid,— Now, my 
dear, call up your* -courages I am forry you are 
|>ut on fuch difagreeable bufinefs, but when he 
hears you he wiH certainly confefs k, and I will go 
in with you. She had juft fpoken'when her huiband 
threw open the door between the rooms, and called 
Mifs Fitzarthur. Mrs. Aiftrey took her hand, and 
4ed her in : Lord Calorne advanced, and as foon as 
he faw who it was, lifting tip his hands and eyes* 
-exclaimed— Good God ! is this my accufer ?— Yes, 
tay lord, replied Mr. Aiftrey, this lady pretends my 
daughter told her of a fcheme between you to go off 
to-night, and to be fure my daughter denies it, fo I 
^lon't know. She mufi deny it interrupted Lord 
Calorne, for I am totally ignorant of any fuch de- 
fign. I am infinitely more hurt, madam, faid he 
-to Conftance, by meeting you on fuch an occaiion, 
than by the calumny itfeifj that can do me little 
harm, no one who is at all acquainted with my cha- 
racter would fu{pe& me of fuch an intention : but— 
He was, or feemed to be unable to fay more ; he 
turned haftily from her, and abruptly quitted, the 
room, making no reply to Mr. Aiftrey's apologies, 
who, when he was gone, coming to Conftance, be- 
gan to upbraid her bitterly ; but (he was out of the) 
v reach of his reproaches ; extreme agitation over- 
came her, Hie drop* 'into a chair, and fainted* 
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Mrs. Aiftrey, who had for fome time remained at 
motionlefs as a petrifa&ion, rang thel>ell, and af- 
lifted by the fervams, recovered her, while Mr. 
Arftrey went to feek his daughter, and adminiftercd 
to her the coofolation, which her fuppofed date of 
perfecution demanded. When Conftance came to 
herfclf he was returned, and (he heard him defire 
his wife to go down to the paijour, with which (he 
very reluctantly, and in tears, complied : he walk- 
ed filcntly backwards and forwards in the room, and 
prefently flopping, called a fervant and bid him de» 
fire Mifs Aiftrey to come down ; the anfwer (he 
fent back was that die did not chufe to come where 
Mifs Fkzarthur was, and that if her father wanted 
her {he would meet him in the parlour* TJiere^ faid 
Mr." Aiftrey, to Conftance, you fee what your fine 
ftory has done : you have made my poor dear girl 
quitemiferable,Idon't wonder (he won't come down, 

I do not, anfwered Conftance with all the firmnefs 
flie could affiime, in the leaft repent what I have 
done, though it is I who am pimifhed for it. I have 
done my duty, And am fatbhed with the confeiouf*- 
iiefs that I deferve ao greater blame, at the worft, 
than that of having been impofed on, Mr. Aiftrey 
faid nothing, and (he, having in fome meafure re- 
covered her powers of recolk&ion, faw that his 
houfe was no longer a habitation for her : (he thero 
Ibre told him, that as it would be intolerably painful 
tp her to remain with thofe whom (he at prefect apt* 
pcaredfo to have injured, (he begged him to accept 
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%tt thanks for the many civilities fee had received 
from him and his family, and not to charge her with 
ingratitude if fee left his houfe immediately, as fee 
wiihea to fpare Mifs Aiftrey the pain of feeing'her, 
and fliould remove to a diftance from her with all ' 
poflible expedition. To this fee had no reply : fee- 
fofe from her feat, though fee could fcarcely 
ffofid, and defiling that a hackney coach might be 
called, haflened up flairs to pu* together what ihe 
meant to take with her. 

this bumiefs fee foon difpafched, and then fat 

down to confider whither fee feould retreat till fee ' 

could inform Lady Barbara of her fituation : fee 

remembered a Mrs. Langrivier, a milliner in Bpnd- 

ftreet, whom, while fee war at Mrs, Staveneirs* 

fee had employed, and knowing that fee lee 

f»art of her houfe and was a woman of character* 

fee thought fee might without impropriety go there. 

The coach came, and not being able to : jufHfy to 

herfelf leaving the houfe without again feeing it'f 

mailer and miftrefs, fee weal to the drawing-room* 

but found nobody ; as fee did not chufe to rifque 

meeting Mifs Aiflrcy, fee fent to know if fee might 

fake her leave of the family,* a requefl which Mr. 

Aiflrey anfwered by coming up flairs. With in* 

credible infenfibility he afeed her what was her 

pleafure,— and fee, unable any longer to re&rain 

her tears, begged that fee might fee Mrs* Aiftrey* 

You muftn't, madam, he replied with ilernnefs : 

fee's forry to part with you, it will be over when 
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you're gone, and fo I defire you won't ftay. Thefe 
words infpired the refolution Conftance wanted ; fhe 
faid no more, left die room, and in a Hate of mind 
which a moment's reflexion would have rendered dif- 
fraction* threw herfelf into the coach. Wholly oc- 
cupied by the pail, fhe was incapable of looking for- 
ward to what was/ next to be done, and wben fhe- 
flopt at Mrs. Langrivier's, (he could fcarcely recoi- 
led herfelf fufficiently to know what flic was to in* 
quire for. 

It happened that Mrs. Langrivier had at that time 
so lodgers in the houfe, which, joined to her former 
acquaintance with B£fs Fitzarthur, procured her a 
welcome reception : her baggage was brought in*, 
and fhe was foon fettled in her novel habitation : fhe 
now found it neccflary to exert all her faculties, and 
confideringrhat^ whatever were her feelings, it would 
he weakness toxfuffer them to incapacitate her from 
taking Come care for herfelf, fhe- ftroveto banifh re* 
flection, and turned her thoughts towards the me- 
thod fhe meant to purine, . 

As foon as her things were difpofed of, me feat far 
her landlady, and told her,, fhe believed fhe fhould: 
fiay with her only a few days, as fhe purpofed go- 
ing into the country * that therefore fhe fhould not 
hire a fervant, if it could be made convenient far 
her to eat with the family, and if the maid of the 
houfe might do what little fhe wanted. This was 
agreed too, and Cunftance fat down to write to her 
mother ; but fhe found herfelf unequal to the tafk,. 
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and feared that, if fhe wrote as her perturbed imagi- 
nation dilated, (he fhould alarm Lady Barbara,, 
and the poft being already gone, fhe chofe to defer it 
till the morrow, dreading the admiffion of her own 
thoughts, die' took up a book which lay on the win- 
dow : to read was impoffible, a call to fupper re- 
lieved her, and fhe obeyed it, though (he had no in- 
clination to eat, becaufe otherwife fhe muft have re- 
mained alone* 

She found company ftill more painful than foli- 
tude, and therefore foon retired to bed : here fhe 
could not exclude the remembrance of the events of 
the day : fhe patted a fleeplefs night in amazement 
at the depravity of Mifa Aiftrey's mind, and in en- 
deavours to difcover, by the circum fiances of thi* 
tranfa&ion, whether Lord Calorne's ignorance was 
real or feigned. Her fufferings were not diminifhed 
by the neceffity fhe was under of believing Mi6 
Aiftrey's firft unguarded declaration : fhe could not 
Imagine, even if it had been for her advantage, that 
file had abilities to fabricate fuch a ftory, and what 
Lord Calorne's motive was" for difclaiming all con- 
cern in it, when Mr. Aiftrey had declared himfelf 
fo well fatisfied, fhe could not conceive, unlefs his 
intention was not of the fort Mifa Aiflrey fup» 
pofed it* 
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T) ART of the next morming (he devoted to giving 
Lady Barbara an account of what had happen* 
ed ; but in the evening fhe received a letter from 
fcer, fent with her trunk from Mr. Aiftrey's, which 
informed her that an indifpofition, and the hope c£ 
benefit from the fea air, had obliged her to leave 
Lord Drumferne's ; (he imagined her ftay on the 
coaft would not be longer than a fortnight, and de- 
fcribed her fituation as being very inconvenient; 
the conclufion of her letter was much more pleafing 
than the beginning, fome crrcumftances had occurred 
which expedited her removal to the houfe (he had 
taken, and fhe exprefs'd her hopes, that in lefs than 
three weeks fhe fhotrfd be fettled, and have her 
daughter with her. This determined Conftance to 
jpofrpone letting her know (lie had left Mr. Aiftrey's, 
till they were nearer meeting, as fuch unwelcome 
aews might retard her recovery, and fhe could her* 
fclf remain vwy fafcly at Mr*. Langrivier's. Sh 
3 therefor* 
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therefore wrote a penny poft letter to Mrs. Aiftrey^ 
tfclling her how file was ntuatcd, and begged that; 
Lady Barbara might no^ through her, be made ao 
quainted with her having left her houfe, confidered 
herfelf as fettled where (he 'was for fome time, and 
pleafed herfelf with the profpedl of foon feeing her 
mother. 

She hadjuft written her letter, when the maid came 
up with a meflage from a gentleman who defired to 
fpeak with Mifs Fhzarthur : as he did not fend his 
Hame (he feared it was Lord Farnford, and returned-. 
for anfwer that (he was not well enough to fee any 
fcody. The fervant (bon came back with a note by 
which Conftance learnt that this gentleman was 
Captain Berneil* and that he wanted to fee her on 
important bulinefs ; (lie then, though not very 
willingly, defired he might beihewn up. He came 
in, and after many apologies for his intrufion, told 
her it was a, hope that he could ferve her which 
made him fo urgent ; that he could not bear to fee 
Rich injuftice as had' driven her from Mr* Aiflrey'a 
without doing all in his power to relieve the inno- 
cent, and that, as he was the author of the deceit 
which had impofed on her, he was bound, as a nian 
and a gentleman, to clear up- the matter. Con* 
fiance flattering herfelf that (he (hould at lead learn 
the truth, thanked him for his candour,, and begged 
him to explain himfelf. 

* 1 dare venture, faidhe, to fuppofe a few hours 
acquaintance with Mifs Aiftrey convinced you that 
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herchara&er was fo entirly compofed of folly, and 
vanity as to leave her little more than her perfon and 
fortune to recommend her: the firit of thefe at- 
tracted my attention, and learning- that (he was 
heirefs to confiderable wealth, I commenced an inti- 
macy with her : her foibles encouraged me, and as in 
my iituation fuch an addition as her fortune would 
be extremely acceptable* I declared myfelf a candid 
date for her favour. Some time ago, {he was on a 
vifit to a relation-, and after k I never faw her 
without hearing fo much of Lord Calorne, whom? 
Hie had met there y that I feared he was my rival u 
on inquiry this apprehenfion was allayed, I found 
common civility had been exaggerated into particular 
regard, and that it was in Mifs Aifrrey's vanity alone 
that any fufpicion of his attachment to her exifted- 
It occurred to me that I might avail myfelf of this 
abfurd opinion, and I accordingly wrote to her in 
Lord Calorne's name,, bribing her maid to my in- 
tereft ; my letter was prefently anfwered, in terms 
the mod encouraging, and thus we have carried oa 
ft correfpondence, in which I ventured to propofe a 
jaunt to Gretna-Green : to* this Mifs Aiflrey con* 
fented, and laft night was the time fixed for our fet- 
ting off. > I trufted to my powers of perfuafion, and 
the danger-of her returning, that fiie would be eafily 
reconciled to the deceit, and as her expectations 
muft ceafe when (he difcovered that Lord Calorne 
had no paffion for her, I, did not doubt her accept- 
ing me. Your very laudable and fpirittd conduct, 

madam, 
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madam, defeated my purpofe, and I come now to 
offer every attornment in my power and to vindicate 
you to Mr. and Mrs. Aiftrey.' 

Conftance expreft her gratitude for Captain Ber- 
neil's-very honourable conduct, and willingly ac- 
cepted his offer : he propofed going with her the 
next morning to Bedford-Row ; but to this (he did 
not readily, confent, being unwilling to vifit a houfe, 
from which (he had been fo driven, while the fufpi- 
cions of her exifted. As he feemed to wifh to ferve 
her in the way moil agreeable to her, fhe aflted him 
to write to Mr. Aiilrey, which he, with the utmoft 
alacrity, promifed to do, and told her that, in order 
that fhe might judge whether his letter would anfwer . 
the purpofe, he would, with her permiifion, call in 
the morning and mew it her, before he fent it. : he 
then politely 'took his leave, and Conftance could - 
nor but remark how much the behavibur of the gen- 
tlemen depends on that of the ladies ; to Mifs Aif- , 
trey Captain Berneil was familiar, confident, and 
negligent ; to her he was diftant, modeft, and atten- 
tive : fhe was pleafed to obferve the difference, as it 
feemed an approbation of her deportment, and her 
fpirits were raifed by the hope of being foon refiored 
to Mrs. Aiftrey's good opinion, and by the reflec- 
tion that fhe had not needlefsly alarmed Lady 
Barbara. 

The next morning after breakfafi r Captain Ber- 
neil called, and produced his letter, infilling on her - 
impartial examination of it : there was nothing ob-.. 
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•jec"Uonable in it, and flic returned it with many 
thanks for the trouble be had taken* And now, 
madam, faid he, fince you feem to- have a high* 
fenfe of this favour, as you term it, will you pleafe 
to adjudge the reward it deferves ? what recom- 
penfe fhall I have- ? I am afraid*, (he replied, it is 
out of my power to promife you any other than the- 
approbation of your confciencc : thanks- are but a. 
poor return, and yet I have nothing elfe to offer 
you : cou*d I impart my gratitude to Mr. Aiflrey, 
he would reward you. I (hall look only to you* 
Captain Berneil anfwered, for a gratuity. I- think 
myfelf fingularry happy in* an opportunity of (hew- 
ing my refpect for you, and I will ingenuoufly telb 
you I am not difinterefted : it is a panlon for you, 
as old .as my acquaintance with you, that has made 
me thus anxious to oblige you : in mort, my dear 
madam, to be. explicit, you muft believe how fin- 
jcerely I love you, and you muft promife to return- 
my love before I ffir a ftep farther for your vindi- 
cation. 

Surprize prevented Conftaace from interrupting- 
him, and (he turned from him towards the window ; • 
he followed her, and dcfired to know, if there was any 
thing unreafonable in Jiis requeft— (he in vain en- 
deavoured to reply; he fewed one of hep hands, andi 
by that -means brought her to a recollection of her- 
felf ; he would have drawn her from the window, 
but this, from the number of people patting, being 
a place of fecurity, (he refilled; (Struggled to dif- 

engage 
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engage herfelf, and infilled on his leaving her : he 
(till, with a very froall exertion, held her fail, and 
whenever fhe fpoke interrupted her : the cafe was: 
now deiperate, he had both her hands, and fwore fhe 
(hould not go-; when fuddenly paufing, and look- 
ing into the flreet, he faid :•. — there goes the ori- 
ginal of all this miflake*. She turned her head, andi 
faw Lord CaloFne palling on- horfehack ; the cap- 
tain, and he bowed,, and Con fiance,, who. was in full 
fight,, at the window, ' and would have* given the* 
univerfe ta have quitted it, perceived- him as i£ 
involuntarily, flop his horfe, and fix his eyes on 
her, with a look of the utraofl contempt: recol- 
lecting the extreme impropriety of her fituation^ 
and the idea it muft. have excited, fhe would have 
turned away, had not Captain Berneil prevented 
her ; he held both lier hands in one of his,, and put 
ring up the fafli would have fpoken to Lord Ca~ 
lorne; but he rode off a$ if it was to avoid it.-— 
Now,. madam, to bufinefs, faid the captain; what 
do you. think of my rcqueft ? think of it? anfwered 
Conflance, I think, with equal contempt, of that v 
and him who made it ; and 1 would rather remain? 
all my life undefervedly fufpected,. than be behol* 
den to you for my* j unification : releafe me, Sir,, 
this inflant, or I will alarm the family. Surely,, 
madam, he replied, you mifunderfland me. I am. 
very well acquainted with the embarrafTment of 
your circurnflances,. and know it is fuch as would 
make the acceptance of a handfome prefent advife- 
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tending any miftake, to comply with his wifh, (he 
defired the metienger might be (hewn up, and know- 
tag where to find the papers, {he fetched, enclofed,, 
and fealed them. Her want of fJrmnefs while (he 
was thus employed, (he was aware, the perfon fent r 
and who had the appearance of a gentleman^ difco-- 
vered'; his eyes were fixed on her,, he repeatedly 
begged (lie would not hurry herfelf, and at lad faid 
that though he was ignorant of the purport of his 
eommiflion he wifhed any one but himfelf had been 
employed in it.. Con dance, anxious to behave as if 
unconcerned, made an effort to fpeak, but her fal- 
tering voice betrayed her (till more, (lie gave hint; 
the packet in (Hence : he told her he was ordered to- 
aik if thefe were all : (he anfwered with aflumed 
tompofure,. that they were ; when confiderbg that 
Lord Calorne's defire to have his letters,- implied 
that all communication between them was to be lor* 
gotten* (he thought offending £>ack his picture, and 
faid to the gentleman the had omitted one thing (he 
meant to return,, which (he mud beg his patience, 
while (he fought. • The picture ^was in- her pocket, 
and it was only for. the purpofe of collecting her for- 
titude that (lie afked this indulgence : (he went into 
the adjoining room, but feeling her courage rather 
'give ground than improve, (he a 1 mo ft immediately 
returned, .and taking out this lad relic of a mod un* 
fortunate affection, die offered it, without looking 
at it, to Lord" Calorne's meflenger : when he faw 
what (he was about to give him, he declined tab- 
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mg it r and faid he was ordered to receive the letters 
0nly ; he then exchanged a, very fmall packet "for that 
file had made up, and retired. 

This trying fcene concluded, fhe proceeded to 1 
examine what fhe had accepted, and was aftonifhed 
to find enclofed three letters directed to Lord. Ca- 
lorne, in a hand very different from her own. : fhe 
was going to return them to their cover, fuppofing 
he- was miftaken in thinking them tier's, but curiofi- 
ty prompted her, as the feals had been broken,, to 
open them : fhe did fo ; the firfl that prefented itfelf 
was this ; and a very curfory view confirmed a fuf- 
picion which the fupexfcription had excited that it 
was written by Lady Emma Peryton. 

Monday night*. . 
4 Surely, my dearlord r you have conftrued my 
hint that it was proper to avoid giving, offence to 
fome perfons into a wifh that all intercourfe between 
us fhould be, if not entirely given up, at leaft fuf* 
pended. If this is not your inclination, do not fup* 
pofe it mine : I cannot bear the reft raint : why are 
you fo backward ? — why muft all the advances come 
from me ? you force me to tell you how dear you 
are to me, and that I will facrifice every thing to 
my love for yoiu -I would not have our fecret cft> 
vulged; can we not find opportunities of meeting 
without witnefTes ? Yes, we may. I have much, to 
fay to you, and thought when I Cat down I could 
have faid all in this letter ; but I cannot endure that 
thcfe chara&ers fhoUjd ftare me in the face :— I want?. 

the 
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the encouragement of your fond perfuafi ve elo- 
quence, — If it is fair f I have engaged to walk with 
lady Emma to-morrow, and will contrive to be at 
the refervoir in the Green Park foon after twelve* 
I can detach myfelf from her; and if you will meet 
me, your kindnefs lhall give me confidence to tell 
you how wholly I am , 

your** 

C. M^ Fitzarthur.* 

The fecond was as follows : 

Wednefday^ 

* I attribute every disappointment yefterday tt* 
your companion : you were indeed very good to* 
bring your apology, and Ifawby your countenance' 
your vexation was equal to mine. To-morrow will 
afford us another opportunity ; I breakfaft at Xrord 
Farnford's, and, if the weather permits, will walk 
through Hydfe Fark^ I matt fet-out from here ra- 
ther before ten o'clock, and (hall have only a fervant 
with me. if you can make it convenient to be in 
the Walnut-tree walk about the time you fuppofe 
1 may reach it, we may then repair the mortification 
of yefterday,— Do not think it neceflary to fend 
if it does not fuit you to be there, as that might ex- 
cite inquiries ; but believe that the mod favourable 
conuru6tion will be put on all your, aclions or oinifc* 
fions, by 

Your faithful and devoted 

C. M. Fitzarthur.* 

The 
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The laff contained thefe words s 

« O cruel, cruel lord Galorne! what could yo\i 
mean by your behaviour yefterday ?- — but why do 

X. afe ? 1 know too well what you mean :— — - 

you hate me, you defpifc me, and could willingly 
fee me another's : this you JbaU fee :— — I will erafe 

every thought of you: ray refentment alone 

fhall f emain, and in the arras of a lefs defpicable' 
lover fhall thofe wound* be healed which you have 

given to 

C. M. Fitzarthur. r 

It was now Conftance perceived that artifice had 
^een ufed to erFcd* a breach between her and lord' 
Calorne ; fhe faw that ' the malice of her eneirrie* 
had employed itfelf to ruin her in his opinion, and 
the fir ft idea which ftruck her was, that fhe alfo might 
have been impofed on : thofe who could dilate fen^ 
dments fo oppofite to hers, as the forged letter* 
Contained, might not fcruple averting* and fupport- 
ihg a direcl: falfity : ihe honoured him for the con- # 
tempt he had fhewn her, and was inclined to difbe* 
lieve all afperfions of the moral character of one 
who had been fa juftifiably difgufted. ' If he was- 
the libertine reprefented to her, why had he not ta- 
ken advantage of her pretended confeffion ? and 
why had he fo meritorioufly preferred, breaking 
with her ? The affignarions, (he foon, from the at- 
tendant circumftances, remembered, though wholly 
innocent, to have kept, and fhe was no longer at & 
lofs to account for hia. behaviour when he met her 

i* 
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in the Green Park, and afterwards in Hyde Park,, 
the danger of which he had warned her was now 
intelligible, and much of his myfterious converfa- 
tion in their parting interview explained ; yet fo in- 
confiftent was his conduct with what (lie had heard 
of him, lb flrongly was the charge againft him fub- 
ilantiated, and fo incontrovertible was the teftimony 
of his hand-writing in the letter to Mifs Greyburne, 
that prudently or impartially to acquit him was 
impoffible : all (lie could conclude was that his 
actions were at variance with his profeffions, and 
that his true character, though it might hot be bad 
to the degree fhe had once fuppofed, was, equally 
with the motive which direcled him, in fcru table. 

An idea now again forced its way into her mind 
that his hand might have been imitated, and that 
every circumflance refpe&ing Mifs Greyburne was 
invented ; his vifiting the lady who fhe had feea 
receive him in- Pall Mall,, was probably innocent 
- and accidental : a falfe conftrudion and unjuft fur* 
mifes might have been put on it,, and neither what 
ibe had heard- or feen was evidence of any thing cri- 
minal : perhaps her fuppofed ' conduct had driven 
him to accept the match with Mifs Ecklow ; furely 
he was not to be blamed for feeking happinefs elfe- 
where when he could not expect it from her, and it 
was poffible that he was no move guiky than her* 
felf. Overpowered by the reflections that fhe had 
precipitately condemned him, that fhe had made- 
Aim unhappy* and that it was too late to rectify/ 

tte 


the error of her judgment, fhe had only time to 
ring the bell, before fhe dropt lifelefs on the floor. 
She found on her return to her fenfes, Mrs. 
Langrivier and two of her work-women bufied 
about her : as fhe could-not readily account for this 
fudden indifpofition, fhe fuffered them to fuppofe 
her fubjecT: to £ts and difmified them, promifing to 
ring if fhe grew worfe. This fhe foon found ex- 
pedient, fhe was fo weak and low that fhe could 
fcarcely fupport herfelf, and with Mrs. LaugrU 
vier's afMance fhe wenf tq bed* 
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CHAP. XXV. 


SICKNESS. 


TOURING the night fhe had not a moment's in- 
termiiTion from diftra&ing thoughts. Captain 
Berneii's difhonourable conduct was almoii obfcured 
in a multitude of other affli&ions, and every idea 
that rofe increafcd her diftrefs; Lord Colonic 

watching 
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.watching her and fmiling contemptuoufly at bet, 
as fhe had in the morning feen bim, was perpetu- 
ally before her eyes, and {he could hardly retain 
her fenfes when .fhe thought of the fufpeions he 
vmuft entertain of her from feeing her fo fituated^ 
fixe concluded, that no one was ever fo unfortunate 
in having indifferent actions fubje&ed to cenfure, 
that her character with him was ruined, and that 
however Ihe was calumniated, k was impoffiblc to 
.defend herfelf. 

The morning returned before ihe had clofed her 
eyes, and with an aching head and heart flie rofe <; 
ihe could conceal her diftrefs no longer from her 
mother ; and after many efforts and frequent inter- 
ruptions from her exceffive agitation fhe finifhed a 
letter informing her of her fituation, and begging 
that at all events ihe would receive her:: this fhe 
•fent away, and after the exertion, finding herfelf 
unahls to keep up, returned to her bed. In the 
•evening fhe was fo ill that Mrs. Langrivier <earneft- 
ly deli red fhe would fend for fome medical perfoni 
an apothecary in the fame ftreet was called in, who 
pronounced her in a high fevtx : the next morning 
*. dhe was confiderably worfe, and he advifed having 
a phyfician : her fever now increafed every hour, 
*nd rendered her delirious ; fhe was thought in 
danger, another phyfician was fent for, and after 
a confutation they were of opinion that unlefs fhe 
was immediately relieved, ihe coulc} not live twen- 
ty-four houri. 

la 
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In that time, however, fhe changed for the bet- + 
ter, and gave thofe about her hopes : Mrs. Langri- 
vier's attention to iicr was incelTant, her anxiety was 
very great, and fhe wifhed .to inform Mrs. Staveneil 
of her illnefs, but Con fiance had before hinted to 
her, as a reafon for her not going thither, that 
-there was now no connexion between them, this de- 
terred her from applying to her, and yet to avoid 
it was difficult. The expences neceflarily incurred 
had, in the firft three days, exhaufted the money 
in her purfe, the- opportunity of a lucid interval 
•was feized to inquire where they fhould . find more* 
and fhe dire&ed them to look in her pocket-book in 
which there was a -ten pound note s this, as flic had 
two phyficians was foon gone, and Mrs. Langrivier 
avas in the fame diftrefs without the fame means of 
extricating herfelf. Mifs Fitzarthur's diforder a£> 
•fc&ed her head principally, (he grew again worfe f 
tad now.no lucid internals, and Mrs. Langrivier 
fought for what things of value were in her ppfleG- 
iion : the firft fhe met with was Lord Calorne'a 
picture, which promifed to afford the neceflary fup>- 
ply, as it had been, in the liberality of the donor's 
affeclion, made as cofUy as poflible : it was fet with 
brilliants, and on the reverfe which contained his 
lordfhip's hair, platted, was his coronet in very va- 
luable jewels, and his initial under it; but that 
which rendered it of ftill greater worth to the po£ 
feflbrwas its very ftrong refemblaace. Mrs. Lan- 
grivier fliowed it to a jeweller in the neighbour- 

hood 
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hood, and told htm the circumftances of the cafe, 
he offered her the full equivalent for it, fhe did 
not think herfelf warranted in parting with it, and 
therefore defired to have only iol. as that would 
be fufficient to defray the current expences ; fhe 
faid if fhe wanted more fhe would come for it, and 
giving the roan a frricl charge to keep it, left it. 

A fortnight Mifs Fitzarthur continued in a very 
doubtful ftate : then her fever abated, and though 
reduced fo low as to make thofe who attended her 
fear (he would go off every minute, fhe was pro- 
nounced, unlefs (he relapfed, out of danger ; in- * 
few days fhe mended very faft,- and in another 
week recovered all butTier ftrengtln 

Soon after fhe was taken ill, a letter had 
been fent to her from Mr. Aiftrey's, which had not 
yet been fhewn her, fhe was now thought well 
enough to fee it, was told of it, and begging to 
have it, was fupported while fhe broke the feal, 
but almoft as foon as fhe had looked . at it flic 
dropt it out of her hand, and became to appearance 
a corpfe. Mrs. Langrivier was alarmed, the apo- 
thecary was f$nt for, he knew it was no natural 
caufe that had occafioned her feinting, and after 
fome time having recovered her, he defired to fee 
the letter : it contained that fhe had written to her 
mother, unopened, and news that even in full 
health jnuil have had this efie&on her, for Lord 
Drumferne informed her by it that Lady Barbara, 
who had for fome weeks been ill, though not fo at 

to 
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*to exalte their apprehenfions, died the day Wore 
•he wrote. 

Her fe vet now returned as violently as before, 
and with kfs probability of her recovery. Mrs. 
X»angrivier borrowed more money on the pi&ure> 
and all hopes of X3on (fence's life were at an end; 
yet her youth ftruggled through this relapfe, and 
ihe was inten days again out of danger. Her {pi- 
Tits were then more affected than before, and ihe 
-was ahnoft broken-hearted; _fhe remembered having 
"feen the letter, and was fenfible how much (he had 
*erred in imagining, previous to this event, thather 
^afflictions were beyond t aggravation, all other con- 
federations appearing trifling when compared with 
'this calamity.. 

As her ftrength returned, her fortitude incrcafed, 
and fuffering her reafon to exert itfelf, aided by her 
natural difpolkion to acquiefce in the will of hea- 
ven, (he few that in her fituation the enjoyment of 
grief was a luxury ihe mufr. not indulge in. The 
fir ft day (be- could guide a pen ihe wrote to Lord 
Prumferne, begging that whatever papers her mo- 
ther had left might be either fent to her, or depofit- 
*ed in a place of iecurity : many efforts were necef- 
fary to committing this brief requeft to writing, and 
the recollection of her lofo, ihe defeat of all her 
*hopes of retiring with her deareft friend, and the 
difmal profpe& before her fo overcame her, that ihe 
was obliged to dictate part of her letter to one of 
Mrs. Langrivier's young women* 
Vol. II. L In 
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In the midft of her afflictions ftie was not totally 
deprived of refolution. Mrs, Aiftrey forwarded to 
her a'lctter from Lord Reycolm, and this teftimony 
of regard gave her pleafure : fhe looked, though 
with little expectation of being gratified, for a line 
on the infide of the cover : but Mrs. Aiftrey had 
uniformly inclofcd what (he had to fend her in a 
blank, and had never either anfwered her requeft, 
that Lady Barbara might not know what had hap- 
pened, nor tranfmitted one word of comfort; 
whatever came to her for Mifs Fitzarthur ihe punc- 
tually conveyed to her, but this was all the notice 
(he took of her, and Co u fiance fuppofed reasonably 
that Mr. Aiftrey would not t permit any intcrcourfe 
between them. Lord Reycolm's letter communis 
cated the following intelligence* 
* My dear Madam, 
4 How fliall I exprefs my thanks for your ad- 
vice ? How my happinefs in having followed it ? 
The confolation you afforded me, when I fo flood 
-in need of it, was greater than any I ever expert 
enced, or ever expected to receive ; and I feize the 
firlt vacant hour to pay you the infignificant tribute 
of my gratitude, by informing you of my fuccefs. 
I could not but approve the counfel you gave me, 
and without lofs of time adopted it, as I thought 
the place where we then were, favourable to my 
purpofe; I told Lady Reycolm, that on mature de* 
liberation I condemned myfclf for retting fatisfied 
with having written to Bourdeaux, and that I 

Jhould 
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Aould ferioufly think of going thither— She en- 
joins my revealing to you whatever errors (he was 
at that time guilty of, and therefore, I muft tell you 
that fheanfwercd me, by faying, if Ichofetogo,it muft 
be without her, and (lie wosld meet me fomewherc 
«lfe. Encouraged by you I was pofnive, and in- 
fixed on her accompanying me ; fhe appealed to 
her relations, they blamed me, but I was not de- 
terred, and actually wrote to Bourdeauz to fix the 
time of our being there, I believe ail Lorraine 
thinks me a greater favage than ever yet exifled ; I 
heard of nothing but my cruelty, I was threatened, 
I was entreated, and I was obftinate. We fet out 
together ; I had fo much barbarity as to forbid her 
having any other companion, and never had two 
pilgrims a more unpleafant journey ; however we 
got fafe to our place of deftination. I found 
the gentleman we were to vifit unlike, it is true, 
all my other new relations, becaufe he was a rati- 
onal creature, and I foon perceived he was exactly 
what you fuppofed him : he has a large family well 
brought up, though not in the expenfive way my 
wife has been, and his domeftic oeconomy is admi- 
rable. 

This was the place, and thefe were the people ex- 
actly fuited to my wiflies j I told him my uneafineft 
while with Lady Reycolm's more intimate con* 
flexions, and engaged him to aid me in my defign, 
which he approved and encouraged. The firft 
week was uncomfortable beyond what you can con- 

L a ceive; 
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«ceivc ; my wife fretted herfclf really ill ; and I 
1c new not whether to retrac"l or proceed ; but men- 
tioning to her coufin my doubt of the propriety of 
.continuing feverity, he advifed perfeverance, and 
afked me to leave the management of .this affair to 
him, to this I readily confented, 'for I .was heartily 
(tired of the office of jailor : he propofed my abfenting 
myfelf from the houfe, and my writing to .Lady 
Reycolm to tell her fhe had by her injudicious 
.conduct driven me from, her, that it was my in- 
tention to leave her for fome time where ihe was, 
and to feek happinefs without her. I complied, 
knowing (he was perfecly fafe, and pafied two days 
Without feeing her, .though I was in the neigh- 
bourhood of the place. ^Notwithftanding all I fuf- 
fered from the neceflity of behaving fo ill to her, I 
-was firm, *nd did not permit my love for her to 
. blind my reafon a fecond time : I had accepted 
^he mediation of . our .common friend, and 
I gave myfelf lip to be ruled byirim. On the third 
.day after I had quitted her, I received a meflage 
from the houfe, de firing that I would return imme- 
diately, a^ fumntons which you will believe I in*- 
ifcantly obeyed : I went 4>ack* and getting firft to 
the fpeech of her coufin, learnt from him the change 
he had wrought in her : he faid my leaving her 
had immediately rendered her tradfcaWe, but that 
he feared,- a relapft if he fent for me fooner ; that 
ihe was. very much indifpofed, and had that morn* 
irig in the inoft foppiiant terms begged him, 
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if I was within reach y to defire me to return, at 
file was fure flie fhould die if flie did not fee me. 

* I was fearful of furprizing her, and\hough I- 
longed ardently to raeer her, waitedtill flic was told^ 
of my arrival: I went alone to her, fee flew into 
my arms, and dropping on her knees, in terms too 
pathetic for me to think on without agony, im- 
plored my forgirenefr: fucti a reception would j 
hare difarmed the madde# fury, what effect do 
yoli then imagine it had on that, in which I truft 
rio man^evcr exceeded me* conjugal affc&ioii. 

> Since that hour her whole conducV has beeur 
in thehighefl degree laudable, (lie has gained a vie-" 
rory over thatiwoft powerful enemy,, felf; and I : 
Kave no unea(Tnefs, excepting what arifes from* 
the melancholy her repentance occafions her ; this 
is wearing off, flic flrives to be chearful, and I am 
fure her errors are amply compeiifated by the ex- 
ample flie now holds out to her fex^ She dreads 
nothing fo much as returning to a life of diffipation, - 
profefles herfelf perfectly fatisfiied to remain for fome 
tfme where (lie is, and has made me inexpreflibly 
happy by anticipating a wifli, which I 'hardly dared, 
eonfidering national prejudices, to fuggeir, that our 
little one fhould be a native fubje£fc of Great Britain: 
we therefore propofe being in .London early in the 
fummer, and fliall hope you will favor us with a 
long vifit. 

I had an injun6tion from her when I began tlvs 
letter to omit all expreffions of her regard, and, in- 
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ftead, to leave a fpace that flie might herfelf add 
fomething : I mud not encroach on her ladyfhip'a 
part of the paper though I could employ a great 
portion of it in repeating my obligations to_ you, 
and my affurancea that I am, with unfeigned 
regard, 

Your moft affectionate friend 
and grateful humble fervant, 

REYCOLM/ 
The fpace left Lady Reycolm was thus filled : 
* * If I was as much afhamed of my faults as I 
ought to be, I fhould Hill be filent ; but when I 
think there is one to whom I am infinitely more 
guilty than to my dear Mifs Fitzarthur, and that he 
has gcneroufly pardoned my errors, I am encou- 
raged to hope I fhail meet with the fame charity 
from her. I have been very negligent : I wifh that 
was the worft I have been : I am grieved for what 
is paft, and will, as far as I can, atone for it. My 
lord ftands behind my chair, and reads what I write ; 
he fays he will take my pen away if I entertain you 
no better, and that he will anfwer for your for- 
giving me. Do, tell me you forgive me, and I 
xvill be fatisfied. I owe every thing to you, and 
hope foon to thank you in perfon for your good- 
nefst I have feen your laft letter, and think 
my felf extremely obliged to you for the advice you 
gave my hufband : he has written fo wide, that 
he has left no more room than is fufficient to aflure 
you of my beft wifbes, and to promife you /hall icon 

hear 
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tear from me. I cannot tell when we fhall be in 
England exa&ly ; but whenever it is, I fhall ex- 
pert you to make a part of the family of 

Your obliged and fincerely affectionate 
ADELAIDE REYCOLM.' 


CHAP. XXVI, 
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*T^HE happinefs of our friends is an efTential ink 
gredieht to our own, and to a generous mind' 
it imparts a large (hare of enjoyments, Conftance 
felt now the bleffing of a fympathetic heart ; fhe had 
frequently, when herfelf in pofleflion of all that the 
world calls valuable, fhed 

4 The graceful tear that ftreams for others' woe ; * 
and at the moment when (he feemed deprived of 
every comfort, this difpofition pointed out fubjelt 
for rejoicing, her pleafure was increafed by her hav- 
ing in fome degree, earned it ; it was her advice 
that had rtftored Lord Reycolm's peace of minc'y 
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fixe exulted laudably in the fucceft of her endea- 
vours, as tt refpe&ed thofe dear to her, and 
ihe promifcd herfetf" no fmaH gratification from it 
on their return to England : that event flic was 
well aflured bounded all anxiety for her fituation :. 
Lord Reycolm, it could not be doubted would ex- 
ert himfelf for her, and affiit her with his advice and' 
protection ; and die hoped her greateft difficulties 
were over. Without loft .of time. Ihe wrote to hiuv 
and Lady Reycoim, telling them fome of the unfor- 
tunate occurrences that had diftrefled her ; but 
carefully fuppreffing the mention either of Lord" 
Farnford or Lord Calorne,. and reprefentihg all in- 
the beft colours, left concern for her. fliould embitter- 
their felicity ; and buoyed up by the coniideration,.. 
that, could (he ftruggle through a few month*, 
longer, Ihe need not defpair of external comfort^ 
(he fuccefsfully concealed from them,., and would- 
fcarcely allow herfclf to believe, that ftie was, i» 
her prefent ftate, moil eminently wretched. 

Hope could fuftain this delufion- for a very ihorr 
time ; Ihe wrote in good fpirits, but they lafted only 
while flic wrote : every object fhe caft her eyes oa. 
tended to awaken her from fo pleating a- delirium ; 
folitude, grief, a diftrafted mind, a rctrofpedt to 
better days, a dread that every fucceeding hour 
might furnifh new calamity, and a privation of al- 
jnoft all blefiings, except thofe which prolonged htr 
miiery, were the object of her contemplations, and 
obtruded theinfelves. on her thoughts at e\ery in* 

tens!* 
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Terval, leaving behind them the convi&ion that, 
however alleviated the more recent caufee of her di£ 
flrefs might be, that which firft gave the wound to 
her happinefs mud for ever remain, and fhe for ever 
be miferable. 

Lord Drumfernc foon anfwered the letter (he had 
written to him, with many expreffions of forrow for 
her illnefs, an afTurance that whatever Lady Bar- 
bara had left fhould be taken care of, and a cold in- 
vitation to Mifs Fitzarthur, if fhe came into the 
country, to fpend a few days at his houfe, but fo 
much was thi9, by his lordfhip himfelf, confidcred 
as a matter of form, that he d:fired to know whe- 
ther he mould- remit the half-yearly payments of the 
annuity fhe was to have, and the money found after 
Lady Barbara's deceafe in her pofTemon ; Ihe de- 
fired by the, return of poft to have the latter fent to 
her ; but as no plan for her future life was fettled, 
and Ihecould not tell where fhe fhould be, fhe beg- 
ged him to receive her annuity, to keep it in his' 
hand6, and to fuffer her to draw for it. This requeft 
was complied with, and all her pecuniary affairs 
fettled. 

It had been matter of wonder to Conftance how 
Mrs. Langrivier had defrayed the expences of her 
illnefs ; fhe had feen her pay the phyficiari's fees 
repeatedly ; when her fever left her, and it was ne- 
cefTary that fhe fhould eat to regain her ftrength, all 
the whims incident to convalefcence were complied 
with, and all the niceties that could tempt appetite 
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procured, as fhe herfelf was confeious, at a great 
expence: the unfatiefacldry anfwers fhe received r 
whenever fhe expreft her fears that fhe was much 
her landlady's debtor, confirmed the only probable* 
fuppofition that fhe advanced whatever was laid 
out ; and fhe longed for the arrival of Lord Drum- 
feme's remittance that fhe might difebarge her obli- 
gations. She was now nearly well - r fhe could fit up 
great part of the day, and' all reafon for concealing 
the means by which money had been raifrd was at an 
end i when me next mentioned her apprehenfiona, 
the fecret was developed, and though fhe was vexed 
at being feparated from fa dear a part of her pro- 
perty* fhe forbore faying fo, and approved Mrs. 
Langrivier's caution, as the picture was redeemable 
as foon as the money arrived. 

A few days brought her a return from her uncle,, 
inclofing notes to the amount of 70L and fhe imme- 
diately fent Mrs- LangrLvier to fetch the picture ; 
but after a fhort day, her meflenger came back with) 
the money, and the melancholy information that 
the jeweller had been forced to part with it. The 
apology for this difobedtence of his injunctions was> 
that a gentleman had the day before come to the 
fhop, whofe face refembiing very much the minia- 
ture with which he had been intrufled, he had 
{hewn, it him ; that immediately, on feeing it, he 
had claimed it as his pi&ure r and infilled on having 
it : that as the value of it had not been paid he re- 
fufed him, till he returned and produced a bill 

which 
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which he had paid for fetting it : that he then, could 
not doubt his being the owner, and, as he fhould 
not have been juQified in detaining it, he had fuf- 
fered him to take it, on his reimburfing him what 
he had advanced on it; but that the gentleman 
whofe name he would not reveal, hadleft a bank 
note to be given to any perfon who-fhould come for 
more money on the picture; 

This was a very fevere mortification to Conftance; 
the was convinced it was Lord Calorne who had 
gotten the picture, and was extremely hurt by 
thinking he would attribute her parting from it to a 
total want of regard for him, and a defire to avail 
herfelf, in the bafeft way, of his liberality ; the ge- 
nerous concern he had manifefted for her by leaving 
the means of fupplying her wants, made herearneft- 
ly defirous to explain the circumftance ; but to do 
this with propriety would, iu any fituation, have 
been difficult, in her's it would have born a very 
humiliating conftru&ion ; yet file could not think 
of accepting his bounty, and therefore fent Mrs. 
Langrivier back, with his note, which was for iool. 
another for 30I. which was the amount of the fums 
borrowed, and a requeft to the jeweller that they 
might be returned, with the acknowledgements of 
the perfon to whom the favour was intended. 

Fretting at this untoward accident occafioned a 
flight relapfe ;. but as fhe had recovered a confider- 
able degree of ftrength, it was foon conquered, and 
Jhe endeavoured to direct the whole of her attention 
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to the interval preceding Lord Reycolm's return : 
as file was fearful of trufling her own judgement, and 
aware that with her (hull knowledge of the world 
(he (hould be unable to combat the difficulties fljer 
•might meet with in it, flie extended her views no 
farther than till (he could have his advice, and re- 
folded to adhere to no opinion of her own, excepting- 
that of its being improper that his houfc mould be 
her home : his friendship for her (lie fuppofed might 
lead him, when he was an eyc-witnefs of her un- 
comfortable Situation, to urge what his wife had 
hinted ; but (he determined, notwithstanding it 
would probably be extremely pleafant to live with 
them, that (lie would not be prevailed on to ac- 
cept it : from an intimacy lefs clofe as this (he hoped 
to derive not much gratification, and (he knew 
(he (hould efcape great inconveniences and the 
hazard of.cenfure. 

How to difpofe of this period, which (he imagin- 
ed could not exceed three or four months^ required 
deliberation : Her uncle had fent her an invitation 
to his houfe, but k was not fufficient to tempt her* 
nor would (he on any account after the reafon her 
mother had affigned for his coolaefs, have become 
his gueft. At Marftonbury, though flie'had fofne 
few acquaintances to whom fhe had always been wel- 
come, flie could not now -expect to find friendship 
ri\at would in any degree atone for the f>aia of re- 
turning to a place whence (he had been fo exiled. 
To remain where fhe was, befides being too cofttyv 

was 
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was very uncomfortable ; (he could not think of fet- 
tling there without a fervant, and this would confi- 
derably increafe an expence already greater than flic 
could prudently incur : another reafon there wa* 
againft her living alone, which weighed much witk 
her, and this was the uncertainty of her fafety : 
her fears refpe&ing lord Farnford had fubfided, and 
from his having entirely nqgledted her, (lie hoped he- 
was difcouraged, but fhe was not fufficiently fure of 
this to relax any of her caution, nor could (lie, how 
free foever. from vanity, be ignorant, that what ex- 
-pofed her to obfervation, endangered her. She 
therefore turned her thoughts towards that fituation 
which would beft protect her, and could find none 
{6 eligible as that of boarding with fome genteel fa- 
mily, who would receive her as a relation ; it was. 
totally indifferent to her in what part of the king- 
dom fhe fixed, and the requifites fhe looked for, aa 
her flay would be fliort, being only regularity and 
■integrity, fhe flattered herfelf it would be eafy to 
meet with fuch a refidence as would foit her* 
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POLITENESS.- 

i,Ta leifure opportunity flic told Mr9.- LangrT~ 
vicr her intention, and as (he was a woman, 
who did not want common fenfe or prudence, afked 
her to inquire among her acquaintance for fuch a* 
fituation : while (he was fpeaking to her, a cufk> 
mer called her away, and in about a quarter of aa 
hour (he returned telling Mifs Fitzarthur that the 
lady to whom (he had been fent for had afeed very 
kindly after her during her illnefs, and was ex- 
tremely glad to hear (he had recovered ; flie added* 
that the lady wifhed much to fee her, and had tried 
to perfuade her to introduce her ; that not know- 
ing whether it would be agreeable, (he had excufed 
herfelf, by faying, Mifs Fitzarthur was not well 
enough to receive company, but that (lie had pro- 
mifed to mention it to her, and againft (he came 
again to tell her whether (he would accept a vifit 
from her. And pray, faid Conftance, who is the lady ? 
Lady George Brcnville, Mrs. Langrivier anfwered' 

a- very 
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a "very good cuftomer of mine : fhe comes hefc 
generally two or three times a week, and die was 
fo grieved to hear of your illnefs that flic either* 
came or fent every day while your fever was fo* 
bad, to inquire after you. To refufe fuch a re- 
queit, when its motive was a benevolent concern for 
lier, was not justifiable, and Conftance, though 
rather averfe to admitting Grangers, defired that 
when her ladyfliip came again fhe might thank hear 
in perfon for her civilities* 

The next day, about two o'clock, lady George* 
called and fent up a meflenger to know whether fhc v 
might wait on Mifs Fitzarthur. Conilance re- 
turned an excufe for not going down to her, on 
account of her yet weak ftate. but faid fhe fhould' 
be happy to fee her ladyfhip, if (lie would- take the- 
trouble of coming up-; an invitation which was inr- 
mediately accepted : on entering,, fhe delired Mils 
Fitzarthur not to rife, andfeated herfelf oppoiiteto 
her,inquiring with much earneftnefs after her health* 
congratulating her on her recovery,, exprefling the 
anxiety fhe had felt while Ihe heard (he was in dan* 
ger, and very politely apologising for the unwar- 
rantable liberty ihe had taken. Concern fo warmly 
profefied was received with (eniibiUty, and returned 
with gratitude i the breath of friendfhip expanded 
Conftahce's heart, and while {he looked at her viuV 
tor, fhe confidered her as the angel of confolatiom 
She appeared under thirty years of age, and had all 
that eafe about hex which is. acquired by living, in 

the 


Jj6 CONSTANCE: 

the great world : fee was as tall as beauty wduU 
admit of, her face was un commonly fine, and her 
behaviour and addrefs captivated, by a mixture of the 
moil graceful condefcenfion with a comftianding 
dignity. 

After a converfation of near half an hour, in 
Which flie- difplayed talents equal to her external 
*ttra£Hons f and from which Gonftance colletfed 
that her new acquaintance was apprised of many 
circumflances refpe&ing her, Lady George propofed 
that as her carriage was waiting, and (lie was going 
for an airing, (he fliould, if it was agreeable, ac- 
company her : change of air fhe had before menti- 
oned as advifable for her, and flie prefl her to' go 
with her. This kindnefs Conflance accepted, and 
Was fo much revived by the atmofphere of Hyde 
Park, that her ladyfhip infilled on calling her tho^ 
next day at the fame hour. To one who had under- 
gone a tedious confinement, thcfe civilities were 
too valuable to be refufed, and her new friend pro- 
mifed to be with her, or, in cafe flie was otherwise 
engaged, to fend the coach for her. 

Matters went on thus for about a week : Lady 
George never failed to call on her daily for an airing, 
and (lie, Whofe recovery was much facilitated, and 
her fpirits cheared by her kmdnefs, regarded her 
with refpe&and gratitude. • One dayi in the courffe 
of converfation, ber ladyftiip remarked on Con* 
ttance's very folitary manner of life", and inquired if 
flie meant to continue in it : wfcen toe found flie 

did 


diffnor} and learnt what fhe was in quell of, fhe 
obje&ei to her p Ian, and ftated her reafons. 

In her obfervationa, which were not without 
weight, Conftance acquiefced; but ihe faid that as* 
whatever flic engaged in, would be for no longer a 
certainty than till her friends came toJLagknd, fhe 
might bear to-be uncomfortable, if fhe could avoid' 
cenfure, which wa* what ihe mo& dreaded. You 
are very prudent,, faid her advifer, and I will put: 
you in a better method than either of thefe. Come 
and fpend this time with me : it wiH be proper you* 
fhould go into* the country as foon as you can : we i 
fhall leave town, fhortly, let me have the pleafurc 
of contributing^ to the reparation of your J*aakhand» 
frrength. 

Conftance acknowledged her obligations to Lady 
George Brenville, but declined her invitation, fay- 
ing, fhe could-not think of taking-advantage of her ge- 
nerality, by intruding herfetf on her after to flight an*, 
acquaintance. Thefe reafons were not admitted, and' 
her ladylhip, withvafmile, anfwered that fhe was per- 
haps better acquainted with her than fhe imagined; atr 
teaii, faid ihe, I know enough of you to be con- 
vinced 1 (hall be a gainer hy: your company : be* 
fide, flie continued, I will take all the rifque of 
finding you fomething very terrible, on myfelf ;. you 
muff come ; I am Aire this uncomfortable way of 
living can do you no good, fo I will not be refufed# 

An offer fo. friendly, fo eligible, fo honorable, 
tad which would fo effectually Ihicld her from the 

dangers*. 
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dangers (he forefaw, Conftance could not reject ; the 
rank of her who made it prevented all di draft, and 
(he only wifhed that a longer acquaintance had 
made it as prudent on Lady George Brenville's part 
as it was advantageous on her's : but her precipita* 
tion frill further recommended her to Conftance, as 
it proved how fuperior her generofity and benevo- 
lence were to the caution and fufpicion of low 
minds. In order to facilitate what (he feemed to 
have mod earneflry at heart, her ladyfhip fettled 
every thing neeeflary to the removal, and as if it 
had been a fubje£fc (he had thought on from the com- 
mencement of their conne&ion, with wonderful ad- 
drefs obviated all difficulties, and overcame all ob- 
jections : (he preft her to come to her the next day $ 
but this Conftance begged her not to in lift on, a* 
die muft then leave Mrs. Langrivier, whofe atten- 
tion to her merited confideration, abruptly, and 
(he named that day fe'nnight : this was though c 
too long a fpace,. the day after the next was then, 
fixed on, and fhe prepared to quit her lodgings. 

At noon on the morrow, Lady George called o» 
her, and took her, with fuch of her things as the 
coach would carry, to her new habitation, which 
was in Grofvenor-ftrcet : (he introduced her to her 
hufband, who received her, not only with politenefs 
but cordiality, and tried to prevail on her tq return 
no more to her former dwelling : hearing however, 
that (he was the next day to become of their family, 
he yielded, and Lady George, after an *irjng, fes 

her 
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ker down at Mrs, Langrivier's. In the evening her 
- chairmen came for the remainder of her clothes, and 
at the appointed hour, on the enfuing day, (he took 
leave of her kind land lady > who expreft much joy 
st .the pleating profpeft before her* 


CHAP. XXIX. 
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INITIATION. 

N hour completely fettled her in her abode. 
She found company was expected to dioner, 
and therefore h aliened to drefs ; but Lady George 
coming into her room, infilled on her not hazarding 
catching cold by changing her gown. — I will make 
an apology for you, faid (he, and the time will be 
much better fpent in taking a walk in the fquare :-^ 
we do not dine till fix, you will have time for every 
thing you can want when we return, and if you can 
walk without fatigue, it will certainly do you good. 
*— They went together to the garden within the 
fquare, and met many of Lady George's friends* 
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to whom Confiance was introduced, and ty wiitm* 5 
(he was fo well received that the novelty of their 
acquaintance was in a few minutes forgotten* 

It was feven o'clock before dinner was ferved up :- 
the company con fitted of about a dozen ladies and- 
gentlemen, and between nine and ten the. former 
retuedto the drawing-room, which was filled with 
eard-tables.- One of the ladies afked how many 
were expected, to which Lmdj George anfwered, 
that (he fhould have a very fmali party, not more 
than forty : — I told you, faid (he, it would be a fnug; 
meetings and we open only two rooms.'— In about' 
an hour the company began to come in, and- the ' 
tables were prefently filled: Cdnitance-did not play,., 
and as there were manytadies whom flie had known 
at Mrs. Stavcnell's, fhe did not want amufemenr*- 
It gave her no great plcafure to fee Lord Farnfoid v . 
for thoughrhis behaviour had ceafed to be excep- 
tionable,, a* chili' canie os^er b«r wi*en#ver he ap- 
proached, which always embarraffed her rnetook the 
ftrft opportunity of fpeaking to her, and there was 
a greater degree of fatisfucrion on his countenance 
than flie wifhedto fee : after a few minutes general 
converfation, thofe ladies who had before been talk- 
ing to her, withdrew to a diftance,and he embraced 
theoccafion to-exprefe his joy at the recovery of one 
who, he faid, however ill fhe had treated kirn, mull 
ever be dear t© him, and to afrure her that it was^ 
not want of refpecT:, but a fear of offending or falarm- 
fcg n ^ r > that had made him forego the honour of 

waiting. 


■waiting on her. He fcemed in one of his moft 
rational moods, and Conftance told him what 
had happened at Mrs. Aiftrey'a had been ex- 
plained to her, and how much it would gra- 
tify her if thefe circumftances were made known to 
Mrs. Aiftrey. And why, faid his lordfhip, did 
you not fend Berneii to them to clear it up? 
ftie replied, that he did not chufe to do it as fhe 
wifhed, and added, that fhe would herfelf have writ- 
ten to Mrs. Aiftrey, -had ftie not feared, as Captain 
'Berneii had differed from her, and they had parted 
^nili terms, that he would not only not fupport 
4ier affertions but deny them, and that by this at- 
tempt ftie fliould render her veracity ftill more fu£ 
pecked. Pray, faid Lord Farnford, on what fiib- 
je& could you and Berneii quarrel ? — O, fhe replied, 
a little confounded by the queftion, he is not fuch a 
gentleman as I would be under obligations to : he- 
has neither fpirit nor honour .to do a good a£tion for 
its- own fake. — I believe £ understand you, he an- 
fwered, you are quite right in your opinion of him; 
had he .meant to ferve you, he would not have 
^troubled «you with a vifit to know whether you 
ichofc he Ihould do for you what could not but be 
^very acceptable. J u ft as he had fpoken, up came 
Lady Emma Peryton : her furprize at meeting Mifs 
Fitzarthur was not great, but her joy appeared ez- 
ceffive ; fhe overpowered her with expreffions of 
kindnefs, which Conftance, who had not fotgotten 
the forgery of the letters to Lord Calorne, could not 
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return : her heart was rent by ten thoufand painful 
reflexions, and (he droptthe tribute of a tear to the 
memory of her beloved Lady Maria. 

As thofe of the company who had dined, (bud 
fupper, (he forefaw that it would be late before 
they feparated, and, finding herfelf foon very 
weary, at a little after eleven (he begged Lady - 
George's permiflion to retire; this requeft was com- 
plied with, and one of her ladyihip's women ordered 
to attend her. The fcene (he had quitted for a long 
time prevented her deeping ; the noife, the lights, 
the company were ftill prefent, and (he determined 
to avoid being again at one of the fmall card-par" 
ties and fnug meetings^ till flie was better able to 
bear fatigue. 

Reflecting on Lord Farnford's behaviour (he 
could not but perceive that though he was profufe 
in his expreflions of regard for her, he did not once 
propofe rendering her that fervice which was fo ef- 
fential to her peace, the in fi fling on Captain Ber- 
neil's explaining the affair at Mr. Aiftrey's : ' (he 
fcorned to a(k -a favour of him, and had therefore 
Ibrborn mentioning it, not without hope that, if he 
had the ieaft (park of honour, he would, of himfelf, 
do that which was fo evidently pointed out to him 
as an opportunity of realizing his profeJfions : but 
fhe did not yet know the Earl of Farnfbrd. 
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EDUCATION, 


A BOUT nine the next morning fhe rofe, and 
heard people ftirring near her : (he opened her 
room door, hoping, if fhe faw any of the fervahts, 
to learn of them at what hour the family met; and 
was aftonifhed when fhe found the noife was occafi- 
oned by children who feemed to be in the oppofite 
apartment : one of the maids came out of it with a 
baby in her arms,' and, {taring at Mifs Fitzarthur, 
afked her if fhe was not well that fhe rofe fo early. 
She foon gave her to underftand that fhe was t 
Aratiger to the ceconomy of the houie, by defiring 
to know at what hour Lord and Lady George Bren- 
ville breakfasted. My lord, anfwered the young 
woman, never gets up till two, but my lady always 
breakfafts by twelve. Conusance then took notice 
of the child, and inquired if it was her ladyfhip's ; 
file was told it was, that there were five of them, and 
invited to come into the nurfery to fee them* Thither 
fhe went, and perceiving that fhe fhould have ample 
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leifure before breakfaft, as they were going to walk 
iin the fquare, (he propofed accompanying them : 
they fcemed very, happy in her legird, and fhe was 
no lefs pleafed with her new aftbciates. During 
their walk, (lie afked the eldeft girl, who was about 
feven years old, and did not appear deficient in ur> 
•derflanding, what fhe was learning : I don't learn 
any thing now, faid the child-: TOa'mfetle is gone 
away. And who is to teach jou ? returned Con* 
fiance. Mamma will when fhe has time, fhe anfWer- 
«d ; but fhe has no time now. This it required no ext- 
raordinary degree of faith to believe, and Conusance 
hoped if fhe could fupply her want of lei Aire, that 
flie might make fome return for Lady George** 
Itindnefs, and be on that account fpared from at- 
tending all her parties and amufements. 

On their return, fhe took Mifs Brenville into her 
room to try where it wovfld be neceflary to begin* 
fhe found her ignorant of the very fait rudiments of 
learning, and that fhe had been f© long ufed to idle- 
nefs that it was impoffible to fix her attention : fhe 
tried all that perfuafion would do ; but little Mift 
■had run wild, and nothing fhort of compulfioa 
could* have any effect; unwilling to difguft her, fhe 
took her back to the mirfery, and carried the book 
which was to-be the teft with her : fhe tried the near 
-child, a boy between five and fix years of nge; but 
he at the onfet grew ftobborn, and, as if he had 
been accuftomed to fuch teachers only as he could 
rule, told her frankly he did not like reading, made 
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*face at her, and ran away. Thfc next,- a lovely 
boy of four years old, the nurfet faid was the bell 
tempered of all : him fhe addreft, he began to cry, 
and was not to be meddled with. The two others, 
as they were too young to have formed averfions t 
Conftance hoped to win by kind ufage, to love her* 
and fuffer her to play witb theni : fhe took the fourth, 
a girl of eighteen months old on her knee : but a 
much stronger perfon could not have held her , (he 
fcreamed, roared, and kicked fo violently, that, 
left me mould difturb thofe of the family who were 
not yet up, (he was obliged to place her immedi- 
ately on the floor. The youngeft,. whofe fpirit had 
not half a year to ftiffen in, ihe thought (he could 
not offend : he let her take him very quietly, but 
the jealoufy of the others made it neceflary to reftore 
him to his nurfeto preferve him from their fury ; for 
they now r with one accord, tried to pull hkn off her 
lap. After having made this experiment, Conftance 
left the nurfery, convinced that if the reft of Lady 
George's houfhold was no better ordered than this* 
moft valuable part of it, little gratification could be 
expelled from being her companion. 

Before noon, her lady flop fent her woman to knowy 
if it would be agreeable to her to brcakfaft with hen 
then in the dreumg-room. Conftance immediately 
went down, and found Lady George fitting in hef 
night-cap and powdering-drefs. Good morning to 
you my dear Mifs Fitzarthur, faid flic, what dreft 
fb fmart already ! furely you have been up a gveat 
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while ! (he* could fcarcely find terms to exprefs he* 
afionMbmenteftt at hearing (he had been out. 1, 
Ud (he, am but juft awake, we did not goto bed 
tiU paft fire, and indeed raking kills me j yet I can- 
not give it up 5 if it was net for funnier in the coun- 
try, and a trip to the fea-coaft, nobody coald bald. 
k* Her countenance confirmed the truth of her 
ebfervation ; her eye* were funk into her head, (he 
Wis pale, her fpirits wore exhaufied, and me looked 
as if (lowly recovering from a fit of ficknefe. But 
fhe wai prefently roufed by the entrance of her 
wantua-muker ; her fengour was entarly forgotten* 
*ad the time of breakfaft, improved to the utmofty 
was not more than f efficient to difciifs the important. 
J«bje& of trimming a gown* 

As foon at it was conctuded, Lady George wenr 
Id drefs &r the morning, and CotfJbmce would hate 
left her, but fhe was detained to hear the plan fo* 
the day, and was afiud into how much of it (he- 
would enter: that which was called in the language- 
ef high life, the morning, was to be devoted to a 
dejeuat and concert in Piccadilly : at four (he wa$ 
to return to drefs again t fhe was engaged out to* 
dinner, and to the oftera in the evening* This (he 
£nd was a leifure day, as fee had time tor every 
thing, and (he urged Mifs Fittarthur to accompany 
her through the whole of it ; but on her reprefent*- 
ing the neceffity of her being yet very cautious,- fee- 
excufed her from all, excepting the dpcra, and pro- 
mBedtobe at home very early j tie coach was to 
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carry Conftancc to the place where her ladyfhip 
dined, and they were to go on together to the Hay* 
market. But, my dear, faid fhe r it will be very 
uncomfortable to you to dine alone, O, anfwered 
Conftance, I need not do that, for I can, with your 
leave, dine with the little folk* : their dinner will 
be much fitter for me than fuch a one a9 I had yef- 
terday. No, faid Lady George, you cannot do fb ; 
I do not know what they are to have* befide I be- 
lieve they dine by two o'clock* 

The hour was no objection with Conftance, and 
her ladyfhip fent her woman to inquire what was. 
provided for the nurfery : the anfwer brought was— 
potatoesVnd bread. I told you, faid Lady George,, 
that their dinner would not do for you : but perhaps. 
Carwell dines at home ; he will like very welLdin*- 
ing at breakfaft time, and you may have the clbth 
laid in the little parlour wheneveryou chufe it. 

Who Carwell was, Conflance could not guefs •: 
concluding,, however, that Lady George would 1 

r 

not propofe any thing improper, (he fuffered her to 
make the neceffary inquiry. The reply was, that 
Mr. Carwell had defired to dine at three, and: 
her ladyfhip,.. after having with much kmdnefs de- 
fired her to mention what fire chofe, went ouu. 
When fhe was gone, Conflance aiked iht fervanfe 
.who her lady meant by Carwell, and learnt that he- 
was the chaplain: on farther converfation fhe 
found that he was a relation of the family, and that 
Us reliance was folcly on it. 
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wvrr, I- *t, for item r. now, p. 133, 1, 13, for 
p. 140J. 15. dele that, p. 141, 1. b,fac teaft 
ico, 1- ai. for tontined r. continued, p. 153. 
/Sou id r. mould, p. 155, /. 13, for hand-jhahi ng 
hands, I. \^, for taken r- token, p. 161, I. 11, f 
Mr. p. 165,1. 7, for wotildr. could, p. 167, I. 
that, p. 176,1. 18, for w<w r. mere , p. 181, 1. - 
too, p. 183,1. 11, far precipiece 1. precipice, p. 
for deferve r. deferves, p. 187, t, 8, after (V in 
tBS, f. 7, r. Mo/ ; p. 109, 1. 13, Uxvccepting r. 
p. 11 1, 1. 5, at. 1. At, p. 114, 1. it, before any 



